
PAGEA-4 THETRIBUNAT AID   W E D N E SD A X  JJJNE 23, m 6

EDI TORI ALS
^You^re A Part  Of The Solution, Ur YouWe A Part  O f  The Problem  ’

THE VIEWS OF THE W H I T E R ’ S M E  NOT HIWIIYS TH8SE OF THE P I P E R ’S _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

B enjam in
L .

M a a h s
FCC

C o m m i s s i o n e r

ATTENTI ON MR. PRESI DENT

One of the nagging 
questions plaguing Congress, 
som e b ro ad c aste rs , the 
F e d e ra l  Comm unications 
Commission, the general 
public and specific minority 
groups, including blacks, is 
the whole m atter of rating 
programs.

What is meant by program 
rating? Well, this is a device 
designed by audience 
measuring companies to tell 
b r o a d c a s t e r s  w h ic h  
p ro g ram s a re  popularly 
watched or l is te n ^  to, and 
which are  not,

Now, obviously, every 
station and network, like 
every  new spaper and 
magazine, wants to a ttract 
the largest possible audience. 
For this makes the medium 
the most sought after, the one 
held in higher esteem than its 
peers. Naturally, the more 
sought a f te r ,  the m ore 
popular the medium, thus the 
more advertising a t higher 
rates, will flow to it.

P ro g ra m s  tha t do not 
measure well in the sampling 
are usually axed. Just as 
magazines and newspapers 
which do not attrac t readers 
in enough numbers, even
tually are  forced out of 
business.

Those programs that do 
measure well bring in han
dsome com m erc ia l ad 
vertising dividends to the 
station or network. Many 
people deplore the fact that 
the type programming they 
hear or watch nationally is 
determned, too often, by the 
number of ears or eyeballs 
that a re  listen ing  to or 
looking at, respectively , 
given shows.

While this may be true and 
valid, widespread popularity 
should not be the sole 
criterion to be used for every 
minute a TV station is on the 

, air. 1 believe there ought to be 
some time set aside for the 
presentation of documen
t a r i e s ,  m e a n i n g f u l  
programming for minorities 
and women, etc.

I do not, however, object to 
the networks or any business 
making money. But if I can 
believe the profit figures the 
networks released recently 
(and I can’t see any reason to 
believe they are false), I 
would have to conclude that 
they a re  doing a lr ig h t 
financially. That being so, I 
do not believe they have to 

rely on presenting financially 
p rofitab le  p rogram m ing  
every hour of the 24 - hour 
day. They should, as trustees 
of the public's airways, thus 
present some programs that 
a re  simply in the public in
te res t, convenience and 
necessity to do so.

F u r th e rm o re , a lot of 
people deplore the relatively 
small numt)er of folks used in 
the rating samplings. (It’s a 
household joke in some
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circles that nobody has ever 
seen  anyone who knew 
anyone who had been sam
pled by Arbitron, PULSE,.or 
Nielsen, the largest broad

casting sampling groups.)
Nielsen, of which the New 

York Times’ Les Brown says: 
“ is not only the scorekeeper 
of network television, but the 
score , itse lf . . .”  is the 
dominant television audience 
s a m p l i n g  c o m p a n y .  
Generally speaking, it uses a 
“ cross - sampling” of 1,200 
persons scattered across the 
nation to make its deter
minations.

A ccording to M ichael 
Wheeler, a practicing lawyer, 
and an associate professor of 
law a t the New England 
School of Law in Boston, 
Nielsen reluctantly admits 
th a t b lacks and other 
m inorities  have been 
sign ifican tly  under 
represented in its samplings.

The complaint that Mr. 
Tony Brown, executive 
producer of Black Journal 
constantly makes has great 
merit. Brown protests that 
his show is aired on public TV 
which was mandated by 
congress  to p ro g ram  to 
discrete (specific) audiences 
tha t com m erc ia l b road 
casting finds either too un
profitable or insignificant.

So he is correct when he 
says public broadcasting 
systems allot half - hours for 
target black shows — Black 
Journal, Black Perspective 
on the News, etc. — then seek 
to use g enra l audience 
m e asu rin g  m eans (the 
Nielsen ratings) to assess 
them.

They do not take general 
(white) audience shows — 
Upstairs, Downstairs, The 
Adams Chronicles, BBC’s 
Masterpiece Theatre, etc, — 
and seek to determine their 
popularity by the number of 
blacks and minorities wat
ching, Brown persuasively 
points out.

In other words, public TV is 
designed to serve special or 
d isc re te  audiences. The 
“ ratings gam e,” as it is 
sometimes called, was not to 
be its watchword. If a black 
program is presented, its 
success or failure ought to be 
rated by its black audience, 
M- lack of it. Similarily, if 
opera programming, or that 
concerned  with chess 
playing, f lycas t fishing, 
french cooking, or figure 
skating (ice) is presented, 
these programs ought to be 
judged a success or failure by 
lovers of or those interested 
in such pasttimes.

Public TV and radio wer 
mandated by Congress t 
serve these kinds of specifi 
audiences. Hopefully, th 
programs will also attrac 
general audiences as tim 
moves on. (NNPA).
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A ThrUl On Capitol HiU

Well, it s trikes me quite 
am azing tha t Congress and 
the White House can’t come to 
te rm s on the budget, since 
there  is so much money in 
Washington to throw away on 
sex activities, I don’t even see 
a need for a budget.

What really burns me up is 
the IRS. They stay on my back 
bugging me for every penny 
that they can squeeze out of 
me, yet ,look what my money 
is being spent on.

I can understand, now, why 
some people go through all the 
fuss to get elected to Congress.

Over the last decade we 
have w itnessed a corrupt 
White House, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Central Intel
ligence Agency, and now Con
gress . We as taxpayers  are  
being forced to pay for these 
co rrup t ac tiv ities  with very 
little say about it.

But watch!!!Next year we 
will be m ade to pay ex tra  
dollars from our paychecks to 
support a broke Social Secur

ity System. Our taxes will 
increase to help get the gove
rnment out of deficit spending. 
Our pay checks will not incre
ase to help curb inflation. Our 
Congress will vote to get a 
sa la ry  increase for th e m 
selves.

Those individuals elected to 
monitor our tax dollars a re  
using it promiscuously.

I wonder what I ’m entitled 
to with my portion of Eliza
beth R ay’s $14(X)0 salary. Oh, 
well.

But the fault with our cor
rupt government probably lies 
with us more so than any
where else. Our poor attitude 
about politics has provided an 
abundance of garbage in Was
hington. We all know about the 
difficulty with garbage collec
tion. You have to put the 
garbage out on the curb or 
nobody will pick it up. There
fore, all the garbage is still 
running the country.

Unfortunately , the public 
takes all of this lightly. I find

people saying “ I don’t sec why 
the fuss they always did it” or 
"They are only hum an.” Be
cause they always did it doe
sn’t make it right. If every
body felt that way we would 
still be in slavery.

People write in to daily pa

pers complaining at>out scan
dals and corruption making 
front page. They are sick of 
reading about it, yet not sick 
of it happening. All I can say 
to those who have this asinine 

opinion is “You are sick.” 
Every Congressman, Presi

dent, or any government offi
cial should be exposed to the 
public for any im m oral or 
illegal doing. It should be pub
licized, overemphasized, and 
criticized on every front page 

m the country until it soaks 
into the public’s head that we 
a re  being taken for a ride. 
Until we stop voting in any and 
every Joe that runs for office 
we will continue to get “Rich
ard  R ound treed"  (Shaft) to 
death.
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Gun C o n t r o l ’s 

Up h i l l  Fight

After  all the as sa s s ina t io ns  and  a t t e m p t 
ed assa s s in a t io n s  w e ’re no colser to ef fect 
ive a rm s  control  th an  we  w ere  a dozen  years 
ago . W ith  all the  furor abou t r ising crime 
r at es  we stil l h a v e n ’t m oved  toward  a ban 
on h a n d g u n s  or even  toward  effective 
s te p s  to control  t h em .

R easonab le  s te p s  to ward  so m e  kind of 
d om es ti c  d i s a r m a m e n t  have  b een  bitterly 
o pposed  by m an y  who beli eve  that  even 
s o m e  form of mild regulat io n  would lead 
to d epriv ing  t h em  of thei r  hun t in g  g uns  and 
o th er  g u n s  u se d  for sport s  or for legi t i 
m ate  p rotection .

This is a gun-ownin g  nation.  M ore  A m e r 
icans  own g u n s  th an  own automobil es .  
T he re  are  m o re  g uns  in American  homes  
than  there  a re  d i sh w a sh e r s . .

The  most  obvious form of gun  regu la tion 
-- and  a very mild one  at  that  -- would be 
m anda to ry  reg ist ra tion  of h a n d g u n s .  A c 
cord ing to a re cen t  Harr is  Poll,  m ore  than 
t h re e  out of four  people  favor such  a s tep ,  
a nd  even  a m o n g  owners  of h an d g u n s ,  
61 pe rc en t favor su ch  a m easu re .

The re  s e e m s  to be  no reason  why e ffec t 
ive control s c a n ’t be es ta b l i shed .  The  polls 
show the  pe ople  wa nt  it, police officials 

a re  almost  un an im o u s  in back ing  it, and 
comm on se n se  says  it is a bas ic s tep  in 
contro ll ing v ioleht crime.

Desp i te  th is,  C ongre ss  has failed to act . 
For a while the re  was so m e  sen t im en t  
for legisla tion b an n in g  the  so-called " S a t 
u rd ay  nigh t sp e c ia ls , ”  or cheap  h a n d g u n s .

Tha t would have  been  a small  st ep  in the 
righ t d irec tion,  a l t hough  the p r obab le  r e 
sult  would have  b e e n  that  pe ople ,  including 
c rimina ls,  would s te p  up  to the  next  price,  
r ange .  It would e lim ina te  c heap  compet it ion 
to more  expensive  h a n d g u n s  but  do little 
else.

M eanw hil e  the  m u r d e r  ra te  climbs,  
part ly  due  to the  ea sy  accessibli ty  of lethal  
w’eap o n s .  Since this is a B icen tennial  year,  
w'e m ight recall  that  th re e  t imes  as many 
peop le were  m u rd e r e d  by fi re a rm s last  year 
as were  kil led in ba tt le  dur in g  th e  enti re  
Revolutionary W ar.

The use  oi g u n s  in comm it ting  violent 
crimes  is r ising too,  and m an y  police d e 
p a r tm en t s  are  concern ed  ab out the growing 
use of g uns  by t ee n a g e r s .  A gun  in the 
h ands  of an i m m a tu r e  p e rs on  is doubly 
da n g e ro u s  for the s e n se  of power it gives 
him and  the  psychological  com pensa ti on  it 
ofTers, can only lead to troub le .

Opp o n en t s  of any kind of gun  control  are 
fond of the  slogan " g u n s  d o n ’t kill, peop le 
d o . ”

That may have  a nice ring to i t,  but  i t ’s 
not t rue  -- g u n s  do kill people  -  and  ju st  
like any o th er  po tent ially letha l  in s t ru m en t  
controls ove r their  use  are n eed ed .  A u to 
mobiles are  potent ially d an g e ro u s  so we 
l icense dr ive rs  and  m ak e  su re  they  know 
how to use thei r  cars;  th e  s a m e  compel ling 
publ ic in te rest  ought to apply to fir ea rm s.  
T h e r e ’s no " a u to  lo bby”  p ro te s ti ng  li
censing  r eq u i r e m e n t s  for car  o w nersh ip  
so why s hou ld the gun  lobby fight the  much  
more re a sonab le  a t t e m p ts  to r eg u la te  
weapons j '

I t’s a mis take  to l aunch  an all-out cha l
l enge to simple  o w nersh ip  of any  gun . 
Most f i re a rm s are  leg it imate ly  owned  and 
used and  a lot of the  opposit ion to r e a s o n 
able controls co mes  from pe ople  who 
reg ard  regula tion  as un w a r r an te d  instru- 
sions  on iheir  r ights.

But with the ove rw he lm in g  major ity  of 
peop le,  including  g u n-ow ners,  favorab le 
to som e form of regulat io n  it should  be 
clear that  polit ical  cowardice is no longer  
an excu se  for inaction.

State and local regu la tion  i s n ’t work ing 
because  of in te r s t a te  gu n - ru n n in g .  Only 
national regula tion ,  incl ud ing  l icensing,  
can help,  to control  the  runaw ay  problem 
of fir ea rm s a b u se .

Anyone who says  h e ’s aga in s t  cr ime and 
spouts  the usua l law and  o rder  l ine without  
also be ing  for str ict  con trols on h an d g u n s  
or thei r  ou t righ t  bann in g ,  is e i the r  being 
hypocrit ical  or fooling himself .

Bayard Rustin Says
MORAL EXHORTATION IS 
NOTENOUGH

It has always been temp
ting to believe that social 
change could come through 
moral exhortation. And in 
times when it seems difficult 
or impossible to gain change 
through concerted political 
action blacks have t>een 
particularly susceptible to 
this habit.

Jesse Jackson has called 
for a program of self - im
pro v em en t and  a new 
m o ra lity  am ong blacks, 
beginning with the schools, in 
the New York Times 
Magazine, and has since 
attempted to start such a 
program in ten high schools 
in Chicago.

Jackson has certainly hit 
on a real issue. All right - 
thinking blacks sh are  
Jackson’s concern about the 
chaotic conditions in some 
black communities and in our 
schools. I, for one, am  all for 
efforts to improve the schools 
and the community. Cer
tainly we need to insist that 
there is no room for crime, 
drug pushers, and chronic 
disrupters in our schools. Too 
many of our young people 
have been victimized by the 
attitude nurtured by white 
libera ls  th a t  im posing 
discipline on black students is 
rac is t, C erta in ly  black 
p a re n ts  m ust push the 
schools to educate and en
courage their children to 
learn.

Several years ago we were 
hung up with some similar 
notions about crime. For a 
long time the legitimate 
concerns of blacks about 
c r im e could not break 
through the liberal notion 
that to be concerned about 
crime was to be racist. We 
have gotten over that notion. 
All across the country blacks 
a re  organizing to fight crime 
in their communities. The

same thing is now happening 
with education.

If Jackson stopped with an 
analysis of the need for 
discipline, order, and lear
ning in the schools there 
would be no problem. But he 
goes far beyond this. He 
makes the schools into the 
p rim ary  ag e n t of social 
change and moral persuasion 
the primary engine of social 
change.

This is, I believe, an 
erroneous evaluation of the 
problems of blacks and a 
p r o f o u n d l y  m i s t a k e n  
prescription for achieving 
social change. You simply 
cannot, as Jackson suggests, 
‘rebuild our communities; 
with moral authority.” It will 
take money, resources, and 
skills to do the job.

It is no ac c id en t tha t 
Jackson’s message has been 
picked up and endorsed by 
such ultra - right columnists 
as  P hy llis  Schlafly. F o r 
Jackson’s insistence that 
blacks must help solve their 
own problems leaves the 
impression that it is blacks 
along who are  responsible for 
creating those problems. I 
find it no more palatable 
when a black leader suggests, 
how ever s incerely , th a t 
blacks can pull themselves up 
by their bootstraps than when 
it w as suggested  
hypocritically by racist and 
conservative whites.

It is not sim ply tha t 
Jackson is unintentionally 
living ammunition to white 
conservatives. The idea that 
the problems of deteriorating 
inner cities, of unem 
p loym ent and un
derem ploym ent, and of 
poverty can be solved by self - 
improvement crusades is just 
as likely to be picked up by 
white liberals and moderates 
who are  already in a  defeatist 
mood about the possibility of 
real change. It will aid and 
abet those who are  ready to

concede that the federal 
governm ent has only a 
limited responsibility to aid 
the cities and to solve social 
problems.

No one, including Jesse, 
doubts that black students 
want to excel. The question is 
how do we provide the 
economic and social en
vironment which will allow 
black youth to excel. There 
are  enormous reservoirs of 
ability and energy in the 
black community, but self - 
improvement crusades are 
not capable of releasing those 
energies. The call to ex
cellence may stimulate black 
youth to new exertions but in 
the absence of fundamental 
social changes they will soon 
run into a brick wall and will 
em erge  even m ore 
disillusioned and discouraged 
than t)efore.

The fundamental reasons 
that so many of our inner city 
schools are out of control is 
not a lack of moral authority 
and sound ethical conduct. 
When unemployment and 
underemployment in many 
inner city areas is 20 or 30 
pe rc en t or m ore and 
unemployment among black 
teenagers 40 or 50 percent, is 
it any wonder that so many 
young people have become 
d i s i l l u s i o n e d  a n d  
d i s c o u r a g e d ?  S c h o o ls  
simply do not produce social 
conditions as much as social 
conditions are  reflected in the 
schools.

You cannot achieve social 
reform by exhortation. A 
good sermon often makes a 
poor political program. Jesse 
Jackson is a young man of 
great ability and greater 
potential. His energies would 
be better employed if he 
would get back to the hard 
business that Dr. King was 
engaged in before his death: 
the mobilization of political 
power and skills to create a 
coalition that will implement 
economic and social changes 
to bring equahty.


