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As One Editor Sees It

By R. I"" BEASLEY
In The Moore County News
A singular proceeding took

place last week when the Geor-
gia Democeratic primary w a s
held. The Negroes have what
is ealled an organization of
Negro Democrats. They wish-
ed to vote in the regular Demo-

cratic party, but the Democrat-|

ic party organization in Geor-
gin has ruled that the primary
is strictly a white affair. The
Supreme Court of the United
States recently ruled that Ne-
groes could not be legally dis-
barred from participating in
the Democratic primary of Tex-
as. The court said that since
the primary was established by
law, it was an arm of the state
hence, t h e party ruling that
only white voters could take
part in it was void. The Geor-
zia situation is a little different
heeause in that state, t.helpri-
mary is not created and eon-
trolled hy the state law, but
hy O oprivate organization
known as the Demoecratie party,
and only party rules govern it.
That is the question the South
Carolina  Democrats h a d
assumed when they had t h e
legislature “1 abolish all laws
creating and governing a pri-
mary election. Dut the Georgia
Negroes eclaim that the Texas
ruling applies even when the
primary is not created by law
since the nominees of this pri-
mary are the only ones who
can be elected, and if they are
not permitted to vote in it, they
are deprived of thelr right of
helping to select theiy officers.

The singular thing that tool
place Tuesday is the way the
Negroes proceeded in laying

the foundation for the contest
which is expected to be brought
in the courts. The leaders ad-
vised the Negro voters gener-
ally, not to attempt to vote.
This was to avoid trouble. In
Atlanta  and other places, a
number of Negro leaders was

selectéd to go to the voting
Places and seek to vote. They
did this quietly and orderly.

They would step nup to the polls,
state their names and address-
es. The registrars wonld look
through the registration hooks
and say, "Sorry, but we do not
have your name on the regis-
tration book." Then the color-
ed applicant would say “Thank

you," and withdraw,
L * *
At this  distance f{airness
seems to compel one to com-

mend the Negroes for their way
of procedure. Years ago in this
state, many Republicans set up
the eclaim that they should he

allowed teo vote in Democratic

primaries becanse the nominees |

of such
he

primaries were sure to
elected. Hence, if the Re-
j-ulnlir"mq were denled the right

to vote In them, they would
be. deprived of their right of
helping select their rulers, This
claim was especially put forth
when so many Republicans de-
sired to vote for Senator Sim-
mons. Ofcourse this claim was
spurious Dbecause these voters
did not claim to he Democrats
and were not pledged to vote
for the Demoeratic nominees,
In Georgia, the claim
Negro voters 1Is different,
crats and wish to vote for the
Democratic nominees, At this
distance, it would certainly be
of no avail for ug to talk very
much about the rights a n d
wrongs and the various conten-
tions in Georgia. And we are
inclined to think that if all peo-
ple at a distance were to talk
less, the white and colored peo-
ple of Georgia could get much
nearer together. The only point
which we think important to
mention is that the Negroes of
Georgla are proceeding in a
vight and lawful manner to as-
certain their rights under the
law, and when those rights are
established, the Democratic or-
ganization of Georgia, or of any
other state, should seek to an-
nul them. It must not he for-
gotten that the southern people
have always claimed to give
the Negro all his legal rights.
And as a matter of policy, we
think that the North Carolina
way is better than that of Geor-
gla or Texas. That way is not
to seek to prevent qualified Ne-
groes from voting in the pri-
marles, but to welcome them to
vote as Intelligent citizens and
not merely as Negroes. From
the quiet and orderly way the
Negro leaders in Georgia seem
to bhe acting in Georgia,
can think that their
tion in

l

W

one
participa-
Democratic primaries,
when they are Demoerats, could
not he any great danger to the
people of Georgia.

- * -

The Texans, fi we understand
the situation, are in a different
quandary. The court has speci-
fieally deeclared that to shut
out the Negroes from voting in
the Demoecratie nrimary would
he fillegal, Whether the Texas
Demoerats are going to defy
this ruling or not, we cannot
say. If they do, it is to he hoped
that the Negroes will seek to
proceed in the same quiet and
lawful way that they have in
Georgia, But the Texas Demo- |
cratic convention has started a
more ambitious campaign, They
propose to exert pressiure
the national convention to ae-
cede to thelr demands. One of
these is that the eonvemtion re-
turn to the two-thirds rule for
the nomination of presidential
candidates. Another is that the
national convention protest the
decision of the Supreme Court
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in declaring that Negroes c:m-1
not he denied the vote in Dem-|
ocratic primaries. It is wery
certain that the national con-|
vention will not accede to eith-|
er one of these demands. If
not, said the regular Democrat-
ic convention of Texas, we have
the remedy. That remedy is to
selert electors who will not
vote for the nominees of that
convention. This seems to bhe
what the South Carolina Demo-
crats also have in mind. Now
it is certain that there are more
Democrats in Texas who wish
to vote for Mr. Roosevelt than
there are those who wish to
vote against him, no matter
what the natlonal convention
may do. The Texas convention
plan disfranchises these, for it
would offer them no way to
cast their hallots. That they
will submit to this procedure is
unthinkable. When the regular
convention met and took this
position, there was a holt by a‘
numher of supporters of Mr,|
Roosevelt, whose purpose, it ls;lF
stated, is to provide Roosevelt!
electors on the ticket. As far
as one can judge from a dis~|
tance, the regulay Democratic|
convention is wholly in t hh e
wrong. The two-party system is

well established in this coun-|
try because it meets a eondi-|
tion which has not otherwise
heen met, and for the nresent,

there is no way to escape it.
the Democrats of Texas cannot
abide by what the national
party does, they have no rem-
edy except to quit the party.
They will have to g0 to the Re-
publican party or create one of
their own. They can't be Demo-
crats and exelnde their mem-
hers from voting for Democrat-
iec nominees, But it may he said
they don't want to hecome Re-
publicans, because on t h o ir
main point of econtention, the|

the l{pnuhllnann|
are taking the perfectly same |
position that the national Dem-
ocratic party is oceupying, So, |
up come the Texas Demoecrats
to an awkward position. Some-
body in Texas is going to eat a:
lot beeanse it s rm'-l
tain that the hulk of the Demo-
erats in that state will prefer
to “bhear ‘the s we have than
to fly to those we know not of."
In other words,
vention hasn't
tom
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same time. The South, went in-
to the Republican party in

1928 and got what? Mr. Hoover

and no chicken in the pot!

D. C. NEGRO BOYS JOIN
VFV TO HELP IN WAR-TIME
HARVEST  ylDicetfidk ¢

One hundred and twenty Wash-
ington, D, C. Negro boys will have
a tripletreat wvaecation this sum-
mer. Having enlisted as victory
farm wvolunteers to help harvest a
21,000-ncre vegetable crop in Dor-
chester county, Maryland, the
youngsters will not only lend a
hand toward the winning of the
war, and make some extra money
besides, but they will alsn enjoy n
renl summer outing.

Shouldering  dufTel

bags, or

suiteases with one hand and car-

rying their ration books in the
other, 60 of the VIFV's loaded
into  school  husses  Wednesday

aml headed for Cambridge, Md., to

help harvest 1,600 ncres of string
beans. The remaining 60 boys left
for the Maryland bean patch Sun- ¢
day. Within three weeks they ex-
pect to have the bean erop well in
hand, then they will turn to the
tomato harvest. ’

These VFV'S are filling an Im-
portant gap in Maryland's labor
supply. While rthere are several
hundred Jamaican and Bahamian
farm workers in the aren, there is
still need  for additional help.
These youngsters anre helping to
meet that need. Natlon-wide, 1,-
200,000 bhoys and gzirls, white and
Negro, will be needed this year to
help get in the crops, the war food
administration estimates. In thou-
sunds of areas, youngsters, like
the Washington boys, are pitching
in to help.

It won't be all work and no play
for the VFV's. After n six-hour
day in the fields, the Diectrict of
Columbin youngsters will knock
oftt  andd swimming, fishing,
hiking, or camping, or they will
play softball and other games.
Recreational dirvectors from loeal
schools will direct the play activi-
ties.
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