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THIS WEEK'S
THE DEATH
THAT CHANGES LIVES
What is our Concern?
In Lesson 4 (December 26)

we noted the present-day emphasison the search for identity.
We suggested there that we find
much light for our self-knowledgeas we think carefully about
Jesus' own self-understanding.
Let us carry this suggestion furtheras we consider the final
issue of his life, the cross.

In our search for self-understandingwe receive help from
psychology, sociology, and other
disciplines. Much has been learnedabout the dynamics of pertsonality and behavior. Yet as

? our situation becomes more
complex, the truth about ourselvesseems more difficult. The
problem arises partly from the
fact that we are too close to ourselvesto see ourselves objectively.
We are in something of the

» precicament noted by the an1cient scientist, Archimedes. He
declared that he could move the
world if he had a place to stand
outside the world. It seems that
we too need an "Archimedean

l point" outside ourselves . yet
1 this is the very point we cannotreach.
; Through our study of the life
. of Jesus we have found some
l light. We recognize how far short
we come from his matchless life.

- We cannot escape the conviction
t that there is a basic wrongness
. about us that is utterly defeat;ing and even fatal. We fear we
S have not only done wrong; per.haps we are wrong.

If this is true, a most serious
. consequence follows. We cannotmake ourselves right. Every
( effort to extricate ourselves from
. our predicament depends upon

us . and we are the ones who
are wrong.
The situation is like that of

k one who has fallen into quick£sand. He may recognize and deplorethe step that brought him
into this plight. He may see

4 clearly where he should be. But
J every move he makes to get out

depends on the very situation
that is dragging him down to
destruction.
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truly, but if our status is as

deadly as we suspect, there is
absolutely nothing we can do
to save ourselves.

Does the gospel of Christ,
especially the crisis of the cross,
have a sure word for us in this
tragic, double dilemma?
Searching the Scripture
The Scripture for this lesson

is Luke 23. Selected verses are

printed below.
Luke 23:39-53
39 One of the criminals who

were hanged railed at him, saying,"Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us." 40 But
the other rebuked him, saying,
"Do you not fear God, since you
are under the same sentence
of condemnation? 41 And we
indeed justly; for we are receivingthe due reward of our deeds;
but this man has done nothing
wrong." 42 And he said, "Jesus,
remember me when you come in
your kingly power." 43 And he
said to him, "Truly, I say to
you, today you will be with me
in Paradise."

44 It was now about the sixth
hour, and there was darkness
over the whole land until the
ninth hour, 45 while the sun's
light failed; and the curtain of
the temple was torn in two. 46
Then Jesus, crying with a loud
voice, said, "Father, into thy
hands I commit my spirit." And
having said this he breathed his
last. 47 Now when the centurion
saw what had taken place, he
praised God, and said, "Certainly
this man was innocent!" 48 And
all the multitudes who assembledto see the sight, when they
saw what had taken place, returnedhome beating their
breasts. 49 And all his acquaintancesand the women who had
followed him from Galilee stood
at a distance and saw these
things.

50 Now there was a man
named Joseph from the Jewish
town of Arimathea. He was a

member of the council, a good
and righteous man, 51 who had
not consented to their purpose
and deed, and he was looking for
the kingdom of God. 52 This
man went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. 53 Then
he took it down and wrapped it
in a linen shroud, and laid him
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OOL LESSON I
in a rock-hewn tomb, where no
one had ever yet been laid.
Memory Selection: By this we

know love, that he laid down
his life for us; and we ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren..1 John 3:16
What the Scripture says to us
A society that was blind to

God crucified the Savior exactly
as it executed the two criminals.
The one seemed as dangerous
to the well-being of society as
did the others.
Luke tells us that even the

natural order was disturbed by
this event. From the sixth hour
until the ninth hour (from noon
until three o'clock) the land was
dark. This darkness is to be
understood as a miraculous symbolof evil, for an eclipse is impossibleat Passover.
Matthew 27:51 speaks also of

an earthquake, which may explainthe tearing of "the curtain
of the temple," the veil closing
the entrance to the holy of holies.
(Compare Hebrews 10:19-20.)
The people who were associatedwith the crucifixion of Christ

could never be the same again.
None could be neutral, for each
found himself confronting him-
sell in a way that demanded a
choice.
The Jewish leaders had no

lack of evidence that Jesus revealedthe God they claimed to
serve. Yet their jealousy and
fear drove them to an increasingintensity of hatred. (Luke
23:2-5, 10, 18-23)

Pilate, presented in the best
possible light by Luke, tried to
acquit Jesus. But his weakness
and political expediency forced
him to condemn a man he himselfdeclared innocent. (Luke 23:
1-7, 12-25)
Was Herod serious in his desireto see Jesus or only curious?

In any case, his trifling and contemptbrought him down on the
side of Jesus' enemies.
When Pilate put the choice up

to the people, they preferred a

murderer rather than the "AufVtAfA# 11 /r ..t. <"»**- «"
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Acts 3:14-15) In the end they
gave way to futile remorse and
hopelessness. (Luke 23:48)
The two criminals crucified

with Jesus vividly portray the
sharp contrast in the outcome of
their crisis. One died as he had
lived, raging and blaspheming,
seeking only his present benefit.The other recognized and
honored Christ, confessing his
guilt and praying for forgiveness;
he died in the blessed assurance
of a changed destiny. (Luke 23:
32-33. 39-43)

Joseph of Arimathea seems to
have moved from a secret regardfor Jesus to open, decisive
discipleghip. (Luke 23:50-33;
John 19:38)' In the council or

Sanhedrin, the ruling body of
the Jews, he had refused to vote
for Jesus' condemnation..He was

(Continued from page 7)


