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It is a commendable. trait for any
cotRmunity 1o be proud of its past—
and It does scon that we who | have
lived leng in this tpmediate locality
hove mere aban our share of red
sone to be interested i our local his.
lon Upon investigutions (with other
find the eariiest hap-
penimgs here so vurigd and colorful
as -to challenge our imaginition. In
fact, the story of the learly days
reads ke an cxciting adventure tale.

Beloré the  Revolutionary War,
this sogion had beew settled by. the
Eootehisdrish arty  German  plonecrs.
the
town ¢f Kings Mountain and adja:
cent territory hed been received
tiry stata and royal grants by the
fellowing: :

1. Johin Husselberger — August 12

ofter — the poat-cfiice which ° prior
te this time was called *“White
Plains,” locatod first near Kl Be'hel
church and later at the home of Dr.
Tracy (who was then residing ncar
whetie Mr. W, A, Willilams now 1iviag)
‘wias changed to “Kings Mbuntain”
and moved to Mauney Bros. store
with W. A Mharsy, the town's: {irst
postmaster, serving 17 years.

White Plama Musice Giouns wie

Just scuth of El Bethel Church, Here
in 1861 Co. 9 49th Reg| (Capt B. .

‘xon) - tnained. Alsp the Cleveland
Clues which was absorbed by Co. D.
14th Reg.,

The town was chartered l‘obrua:r)
11, 1874, Tte cammissionors named
in the chantor were Dr. J. W. Tracy,
W. A Mamey, F Diling, D. C.
Poam and W. F. FLlls, From  this
number, W. A.-Mauney ‘chosen

‘beem wars:cd cight miles n'nay Soon

: 2(‘. 1796,

: Connty, 'S, O..

‘His deed called for 200 acres. cover:

phrey ‘Parker.
2 Ispac  Kimbalk.— October
1782160 A, thry v ‘nas ones {5 Rob- |

lhe first mayor. The
13, 2iout one letiersize ge of tnn-
e knged: sgedtion of

wl lnx e
for an aleellon wlth

il

3. Alexander Dickey — 200° A, Jan

ing to know Ilhu lhe ton‘n

4. James .lllylbe {from king) to| “No” on the jlguor question,
G- Polts 1772 to James Muggins LDuvng the'| mineg years of the

708 tta Garrctt Bros.—Messrs 1.
Carrett, Richard Garrett, John Gar
rett and Or. Freok Gerrstt had come
fotn Eitgedompe iCotmty snd bous
+ht larizo tracts of th> mountsin land
from the Briggs estate, paying on
traversed this sesfon probably fol:| an awwrage of 50c per’ite. The
lowing the general direction of lhe Guivelt “Bros. and thefr  kinsman,
present Cherryville andl York roadls.! Capt: R. 8. Suggs built two store

“Mr. Robert Fells is mentioned In| hwCldings cn the «imer of
un akcount reported  in  “Carolina’ 6€/> of Radiroad Avenue and Moun.
Gazelte” of Rutherfordton = County !6in Stieet — the formpr n general

Potta Creek). ) ;
6~ Solomon BDexson (from  king
17€4) to Jos~ph to Sclomin Boazox
-4160 A, (Beason Creek).
Be‘ore 1780 the post road from
Purke Countv. to Charleston. 5. €

—in 1836, as ome of aix representa-| L.crchiandise and ‘the latter = - -drug
tives from the Southwest .portion oti ‘¢re. © These buildings wcere lader
Linccln County who met with a lka mveried into a kool walch  still

nuymber from  Rutherford County|stands and la known to 2!l of na as
.for Turpose of arousing  sentiment, the Mountsin View. Hatel. Mauney
for the formatien of a maw courty '3, hal earlier bullt a cheap hotel
yarta of two above named countles.) wrere posicffice s now located. Mr.
At that-time he is known to have "nd Mis, J. S, Mauney were the first
owned o preater nart of land uwonon| i keapers, This. huflding 3. now
whichs Kinge “onntain is located, |s'avdnf cn Cherokee street opposite
Tn 1844, .Dr.
nnd famlly moved from Spartantwrg who came in the Jater 70's and buft
to - this locality and a Toller mill, which 4s ‘now a portion
Yeught from nnbm-t Falla or Solomon of the presemt Ware's Roller Mil,
’essan a iraet of land in what {3 the' ccrupleted the industrial picture ot
gouthwest portion of the town, , | Kings Mountain tn 1880.
“Nir. Briges Mr. Didesy aud o, A3 3f (R ‘briok  busiwess ‘hoiises
are Fnewn to baye boom landowners. Bave been erected - since 1890—ex-

homs b 1840-18G0. : cept the present. Keastr's Department
‘Humphrey Parker owned land "" i Stonc, The fire <t 1890 wWpre oat - °

orotral port of scetloh long prior to e'cres from tho cornar of Mounthin
the formatim 'of Clevelamd Uo\mw'lﬂl:i‘.‘e‘-t and R. R. Avenve, south to

Mrsrowy Bros. These vestroyed v
Willifor'd's Dry Geods, Ri-isell [Hou-
eer's Grocery, the [Meatty Milllnery
a1 Dicvaa Mak'ng 8':%p, Canslem
Greoery, The fite was caused ' by
lmilirh'ning Iﬂilt‘h struck lh.e “WillHord

g where Kings Mountain Mfg. Co.
Dilling M@ll, High School, Lutlreram
Church, éte. mow atand.

Between 1870-72 ths rajlroad was
being bullt thru this community
fmn Mtb to Atlanta. In

: ' Chariotte,

¥Yher nidustries in town befora tha

now out of  existence "were:
Joames W.. Comwell Buggy Faoto
ry; Bem Huff Wagon Factory; Gu-

In 1888, F. Dilling, Mauney Bros
:ad ofl*ers

.bullt the tirat cotton mill.
The Kiogs Mountain Mfg. Co. and
thus beghm tha fudustry which wrs

Kiot , Mason, wow
‘-‘}_M_ m‘-“. 1‘.”‘. Co
_ ; Lul 1900; Bonuie 1900;
. Wi - PaliMive - 1910;  DMar-

cheb hard Puiricia 1914; Sadie 1920;

' lim-uhnnaumm
euhh-w.'r umm
-1“

cmmmumoor
| 1d was a hemdsome man of a

thelir respective
fields of emdeavor. The site of the

nuinnt Cmral Ht(h 8chool was the

+, 1876 and .preaching

Wost];

James Wright Tracy the Bonnie Mill Store. R. G. C. Love,!

| War

tutu of the eemtyry but which ﬂ‘ﬂm — .which surronmied the eld|

thric’s, Shae mtﬂ'y =~ which wade :

\UWIL

Mountam

4 bw'lding svercunded by many
lirge cedar trees, which proved ra-'
ther confusing to many younger
clks who heare the cldfr D':-qﬂ'il

row ltow:vior s ih s tihe Lo ithtmm
which was bullt n 1879 —the mn'
orogat’on M:ving  heen <crganiacd in;
services hmim*'
Leen held ‘dar'ng thees . yoars in the
town school huose.

It would ‘be impessible to give =2
resmme of all tha early familiea who
lived here. There ure twad, lowyever
who figured most interestingily in the
early affairs of the town amd wh)
row haye no descendents In this
locality, whose names therefore will
be compleletely lost in the - future
development of the town.

The first—] shall memtion, and
ikewise first in prominence — ts the
Trucy fawnily. Dr. James 'Wright
Tracy =and his wife Miss Reglea
Minerva Stone, were both of  highly
emiltured | and dntellectual stogk, Nas
tives of Spartanburg County. 8. C.,
they micve'd to this sectiemn in . 1844
whema D (Tridlsy began the practica
of madicine. He was thorcughly and
highly respected citizen and his w: -e:
was beloved and honored by all. The!
family trru marrioge cf their d'mg'hl
ter was Mnkad w'*h the Durhams|
ano Dixons — their Hlustriovs® grand|

"ears hsvinz
o TRt s

nomes. — (Robert, Plato n.nrl R(onn-
wall Durham — Ben (kiled in World
and Wright Dixon — twins. Dr:
15, F. Dixon. father of the latter two!
wea onc of most illustrioms sons of

u doctor and a preacher — f4lsc ser
ved his state as Stete Awvditor.

The old Tracy bome was burnc
but many of the younger generations
can remember the  beautiful old;
trces and the profusion of flowers
—eapeictflly the datfcdils In

the

homeastte,
An interesting !mldm in the life

1845, 65 yeoars after the
Kings !M.n'..-'nw
n'd of om old
lived near the’

of

35
fory
i
I

?
[

grave with the -

cy ‘excavated, found thie two bodles
sod from his knowledge of the: hu-
man anatomy wos eble to verify the
tradifon one was the body of a wo-
man, He carefully reburied the bodl
es end left the grave just As it 'wus
'Evhg-'"“""mu' far as possible to

Parkers, numpmy_ Mén'
tirst myember of the family

rnd

m of whom

]

|ot the promotorers of

this section — Capt. in Civil War — |

ing tomme made clotlﬂ:ng and shoes,
aplit bonwets and Ixprons, using
primitive
allowing an innovation to enter their
ildo .op Mme (Mel] the ymm;ut

the ¢ nt‘mu of life, she dld ;at spec

LB

\J

vee PikG @ spuiw.m resort’ Iwu,l \\ith

this section more than 100 years ago
was I'en Briges. It i{s sald his hold-
mge included more than 11.000 acres

lnterestmg

ford, made the Dbucket  the t pul nulled

L
]
| = ‘mmlng puol, bowling alley ;mlltho first pold ore trom the  mine.
lether aum-u-mmhﬁ Later this stte; Mr. Logan Huffstetler (futher of
| « eonverted b the AL P, intolJell Huffstetler) *“droned’ (1> pucket
v el hoard! ng scehool Linwood This mining was done withont ma-
Letor Callege. I[ 5 now owned |!\,t|li1l 2y by the wmiethod 'now pe the
‘he Gre<ks om0 ustsl for school pur Ilerse whim.
pores, (Langford Mved in El Belhel soees
mbedded in Hm recks h:-n-(o.-::h-,”'«-'"- He murdered his wife and hid
{ e mountains ‘s an untold vayfety [P body inow fence corner. He was
of mineral wealth — the mest com-|iried and hanged dn Shelby. .
mon  being  Mwmestone, mica, koolin, Logan Huffstetler lived in - Oak -
iron ore, tin.and gol. Thehe natu- Grove Soction, called ‘Pigeon Rooat.
120 resources have given impetus to|  Belween 1834 and 1895, the mine
thit development of the community. “h‘ﬂlliﬂ‘d ownership and manage.
Iinked with the early history and Ment many times, but its operating
antedsting the birth of the fown, we | O ‘a Jlarge scale during this time
have the romantic story of gold min. | Was almoat continuous. Since = then
fng at Kings Mouman. [un min'ng other than tribute werk.

One ¢f the largest lindowners in 1'as been dome. This has beon .profit

#ble to individuals doing this work—
they 1eceiving 910 of giold panned. It
has been estimated that during fits

methods of cookimg, never|

af 1ond In the gection which s now | 2Ctve period the mine ylelded .‘75.:'
known pa  Yellow Ridge, sxtending “;:“ to $1,060,000- in gold. however,
to the foot of Crowders Mountain, | the mine was not considered profit-

Bam s emmml 10’ thon - il Inble duc- to the mnrmous m:pem

tocles when her eyedight  became
[ poor. She
one time to Charlotte.) Their home

cunsisted one Lwo one.-room hmmeu'

abmn 30 feet apart. It was surrowmd- mw Yellow Ridge cre bank (between
€! by a large pasture which was en-'

closed by & split-refll  femce,

Kings Mountain was endowed with
a beautiful situation nestling at the
foothills of the picturesque range
of mountains: known. as Crowders
dna Kings Mountains — and com-
mending a superb view of the Blue
Ridge in the distant West. In. these
nearby mourss’ns risb kpring of
mineral waters, which, o the earll
vr days ' whenr modes of travel were
glow and . . mncomfortable attracted
rany. people — some seeking  res.
and recreations, others . benefiting
from the inedcinal properiles of the
water. “Two such resorts were Spar-
row Sprinzs on Kings Mrcunta'n and
All Healing at the feoot of Crowders
Mountain. Dr. Frank Gacrett was one
3 the latter.

{ iron smcllnr which he had in opera-
:nd Sam rode on the train|tlon ne-r the present Mountain View

\'e v U
{from this méne was k
in th marketad o4 the
uood 'I'or :lli.!mu.! noee.uury n the. U 8. mint th Chaftotte.

Many of the promoters of the mine
Mill and the ©Old Pegah Ghurch (bee| V<o Engtiskimen -~ Saioag. . YheR

> lting Mesars Beckworth, Macy, Rich
fors 1856). The ore was mined fmmlm‘t!l!u'n'u Dorsey. Coolidza Horton and

Talcott. The Rivhardsins to Hortﬂ
pericd was the most cotorful and-
flourish’ng. Under Mr. Richardson's
management, a large wo story
boarding house and a 30 room apart-
rient for families were bullt. As is
(Cont'd on_'._back page this section)

Ivings Mountaln and Crowders Moun-
tain.) A large vumber of men, most-
Iy negrces were engaged fin this
work. Mr. Briggs miaintained a sa-
loon and commissary for his employ-
ees and others of the community at
a site near the centre of the hlnck
in town — mow enclesed by  Ridge,
Gaston, King and Carpenter Streets.|
Tihés locdetion was chosen probably
because it was on the post road frewr
l£ncoln County to Charleston.

Gohd was modidentally discovered
by Mrs. Briggs when she dipped a
bucket of water from  the spring
wear her home. The shinding sednem
in her bucket caused a furore in the
nelghborhocd, and upmn anclysis
was found to be the finest grade ¢!
gold ore.

‘Briggs was the first operater ol

Here in the osrlter dny*s of the town

the gold mine. A foreigner, Mr. Lnng
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SIXTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE 70

OUR COMMUNITY

We have just completed dxteenyarsolurvieetoonreounnnlty and can
say with sincerity that we have played an IMPORTANT part-in t.he devel-

hhentlndmofmmﬂmuim

./‘
7

4

Many of the homes in our town. and community, /;me modest and. simple,
some more pretentious, stand as a MONUMI“N’I‘ to this institution. vk ©

If you have plans for BUILDlﬁC a new home or

present one, see us a

REMODELING your

-ﬁtjlancing the project.

In addition to home financing we have taught THRIFT by SYSTEMATIC
SAVING. Begin your SAVINGC ACCOUNT with us in the APRIL Series.

Home Building & Loan Association

J. E. Anthony, Pres.

A. H, Pat-temm,&c’y&'l‘reu.

J. B. Tlmntmn, Vice-Pru.




