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Decisions |

Men and nations gain or lose by
the quality of decisions they make.
Founders of this remarkable repub-
lic made a wise decision long ago,
in favor of personal self-reliance
and individual government. Amer-
ica is great today because so many l
smart people were left free to do as
much as they could, as well as
they knew how, and gain as much
of a reward for themselves as they
were able.

Not all Americans are models of
progress and success but they all
have benefited more or less from
the achievements of those who did
have the immortal spark. You can't
pick successful men before they try,
but more men of outstanding talent
are sure to come to light where
everyone is allowed to do his best.
A large number of thinkers at work
always adds up to more for every-
body.

Not Luck at All

People may orate about Amer-
ica's greatness coming from her
vast natural resources. The re-
sources exist all right but the red-
.skins had them before Columbus
came and didn't know the use of
a wheel. Some people hoast of this
nation’s blue-blood heritage. It was
good. Our forebears, in large part,
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economic system |is
what made America great. It is a
system of liberty giving every man.
the right to pick what he wants and
ro after it hammer-and-tongs, get
t if he can and enjoy it to the
extent of his capacity, so long as it
does not trespass the rights of some-
body else. It is a sprightly and
dynamic economy, quickly adjust-
able to changing times and condi-

world’s population and 80%
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nore war materials than all her al-
flies and her foes put together. An

times as much as the carpenter in
Germany or France. And the same
goes in all trades; the butcher, the
baker and the street-car conductor.
How It Works :
Freedom of opportunity fires ev-
erybody to try; thus men of great
genius come to light and the whole
nation benefits. Then competition
‘between men of special ability stim-
‘ulates them to zealous effort in turn-
ing out products of excellence at
fair prices to develop and hold prof-
dtable markets. This enables Amer.
dca’s middle class to enjoy luxuries
unknown to run-of-mine kings.
Mass production for volume sales
‘demands fine and expensive tools,
'Buying this machinery calle for cap-
:tal investment — averaging $6,000
jper industrial job in the United
States. The thing that made Amer-
ica great was a decision to be free:
to work, free to think, free to
free to save and free to in-
vest and make a profit. It is called
Free Enterprise and it's too valu-
able to lose.
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We are entering the season of low
ered milk production but not the
season of lowered milk consumption.
Therefore, fall and winter feeding
should not face a slump, says Dr. W.
M. Roberts of Htate College.

Premiums for individual farm dis
plays at the State Fair, Raleigh,
week of October 15, total  $2330.
‘Write Hazel Meachan at State Col-
lege for suggestions on how to pre-
Dare this display.
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Garden Hints To Farm
Home Makers

" Home made pickles entered hope-

fully for a bLlue ribbon at a fair to

cstand judging on such points as uni-

form size and shape and clearncss of

liquid, as well us good flavor, color,

and texture,
muy be less eritical on some
points, but they expect a pickle to
do its best to provide a meal
something crisp and agrecably sharp
tlavored.

To homemakers who are including
pickles in this year's food preserva-
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tion program, home cconomists offer For full flavor, use spices of gool as guests Sunday Mr. and Mrs. Len- X o
these reminders in  achieving good  yuality. and don't forget that spices nard Patterson and son, Gilbert of the ‘.
pickling: [suved from a preceding veur holl fla Oak Grove section.

Use only fresh, good quality fruits
and vegetables.

Follow good directions,
Bhriveled pickles, for example,
owe their unpleasant state to use of
of over-strong salt, sugar, or vinegar

| vor well only if kept in air-tight con Miss Wilma Hope in company  with
tainers. Pickle fruit or  vegetable her ister, Cadet nurse Ella Mae IHope

| slices of uniform size, not merely for ¢ Shelby spent the week emd  with

I ment appearance buat also bhecause the Mr anil Mrs. Baity Morrow of Cheg-
exactly. (- . .. A : . yoo r

mey pickling liquid will season them ryvilg,
g | more evenly, _ ' I News has woen recoived that Wes.
Use n elenr, standard vinegar, free ley Blanton of the Navy has arrived
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~ Please Read thi Notice
- of Request
For Increase in Telephone

Your Telephone Company has found it imperative to file
. application with the North Carolina Utilities Commission -
for higher rates on business telephones and on most long
distance calls within the state. This action was taken
because telephone earnings are dangerously low and
reasonable earnings are required to furnish adequate
service. We ask that you read this message caref:ily so
you will understand clearly why increased telephone
rates are necessary.

Four telephone rate is low and it is the earnest desire
of your Telephone Company to keep it low.

While your rate has remained the same for many years,
$he total cost of furnishing telephone service has steadily
Fone up. Since 1941 our expenses for North Carolina
#perations have increased more than 102 per cent, while
revenues increased only 76 per cent.

Wages Up $2,311,415

Much of the increase in expenses is represented by wages,
since wages make up the greater part of the cost of fur-
nishing telephone service. In keeping with the general
trend of wage increuses throughout the country and to
assure through competent personnel the provision of an
adequate service, telephone wage rates Have been raised
$2,311,415 in North Carolina in the past 12 months.

Since the first of this year, 86,000 new telephones have
been installed in North Carolina, but 23,000 people are
still waiting for telephones. This demand forces us to
build new facilities now, in the face of high costs. The
cost of erecting buildings has jumped 75 to 100 per cent;
the cost of erecting telephone facilities is up 45 to 60
per cent and the cost of telephone materials has increased
15 _to 26 per cent. Despite these .high costs we must
continue to improve telephone service generally, and to
expand it. Our plans call for gross expenditures of ap-
proximately $40,000,000 for telephone construction® in
North Carolina during the next five years.

Pay-Out Is Increasing Faster Than Take-In

With the tremendous increase in the expense of furnish-
ing telephone service and with rates unchanged for years,
we telephone folks, and there are over 4,300 of us in the
State, have had a difficult time making ends meet. So
much so, that today we find ourselves confronted with
the lowest earnings in our Ristory in spite of a record
volume of business.

No business can long continue to render service when
the amount paid out to provide that service is increasing
faster than the amount taken in. Therefore, it is our duty,
as your public servant, to report this condition to you

since it directly affects your telephone service. We must
appeal to you for relief through the North Carolina Utilie
ties Commfssion, which regulates our rates.

Increase Placed on Business Telephones

The requested rate increase for local service would apply
to business customers only and would be on a sliding scale
depending on size of locality. Authority is also being
asked for an increase of 5 cents on most long distance
calls within the state.

Today’s high costs indicate a need for greater increases
than we are asking, but it is hoped the proposed new
rates will prove sufficient. In view of this, no increases
are being requested on residential service. Your Telephone
Company feels that it is to the best interest of every
business man in North Carolina that residential rates
remain as low as possible.

The new rates we are asking represent an increase of
only 7 per cent of our total revenue in North Carolina.
This is small when compared with the increased costs of
doing business. In fact, even with the new rates, long
distance charges generally would be lower than they were
21 years ago and business rates only slightly higher, while
service has been considerably extended and its value has
been increased many times.

Southern Bell wants rates no higher than necessary to
furnish everyone with good service and expand it. The
proposed rates are the very minimum increases we can get
by on. In face of rising costs, they are very modest.

PROPOSED NEW MONTHLY BUSINESS RATES

|

KINGS MOUNTAIN, N. C.

Business Individual Line $4.25
Business 2 Party Line $3.50
Business 4 Party Line $3.00

SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

INCORPORATED

NO BUSINESS CAN GIVE ADEQUATE SERVICE WITHOUT ADEQUATE EARNINGS




