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experimenting, Audio Balls ane |
being produced in quantity. The |
Colorado Pioneers have made |
them for the Colorado Springs |
school and offered the detailed |
production manual and their|
know-how to any other Pioneer |
group that expresses interest. |

So far, 17 councils or chapters |
have taken on the Audio Ball pro-
jects. One of these is in Bell of
Canadaz in Montreal, giving Audio |
Ball an international flavor.

The newest models can be
thrown by an adult male at full
force at a concrete wall and still
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yet satisfied. “We're still think-
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John V. Stribling was a civil engineer
with unusual mechanical skill, who lived

son Counties.

In the early 1880, Stribling decided
he needed a machine to carry material
from the railroad to his mill. And since nothing avail-
able was satisfactory, he decided the only way to get
what he wanted was to make it. So, he went to work,

In his small machine shop, Stribling developed a
revolutionary gear arrangement which applied power
from a steam engine to wheels of his carriage. The
driving axle and differential gears were enclosed in a
hollow shell. His invention was patented June 13, 1882,

Though rathér crude in appearance, Stribling’s
horseless carriage rolled out of his shop and was put
to work. Stribling was overjoyed. His uncle wasn't.
“Johnny,” he said, “the world is not ready for the

-~
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Theodar
in South Carolina’s Oconee and Ander- 1hﬂt was bUIIt
too soon

. DukePower

horseless carriage; you are fifty years
ahead of your time,”

In a sense, his uncle was right. The
cost of building steam-powered vehicles
was too high, and it was to be several
years before gasoline engines were ap-
plied to vehicles. And so, except for his own use, Strib-
ling never benefited from his invention.

But, John Stribling's patented differential is basi
cally the same design and principle in use in today’s
automobiles and trucks.

Stribling lived to sec the modern automobile. But,
he never owned one. Nevertheless, he was content with
the fact that he had made a major contribution to the
development of transportation.

The imagination and ingenuity of John Stribling
helped make this area great. It is in that spirit that
Duke Power is working for an even greater Piedmont.

through your local Duke Power emc: :




