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| Viewpoints of Other Editors

THE CASE AGAINST | WHY POOR MAIL
GAS RATIONING SERVICE?

' Gas rationing is a terrible! This winter's fuel shortage,
lidea. The best way out of the oil among other things, is expected
g‘shnrta{:c is to pay higher prices.|to affect delivery of U. S. mail
| Fifty or 60 or 70 cents per gal- during the coming Christmas
tlon would be okay. Here's why. rush. Three hundred mail-carry-

Bob Gidney, the county tax| X ing airline flights have recently
supervisor, did a speaking job for; Higher prices would end thelyo " coratched because of fuel
| me at the Lions club Tuesday!:‘a’as_““”‘[ag“- An extra 10 or 20 cutbacks, and Postal Service of-
{ night. jcents per gallon would bring| fjuials warn that fuel scarciteis
’ : m-m Dbrices to a level where oil could| e hound to curtail mail deliver-

ce economically squeezed out of ies by truck in weeks ahead.

MARTIN'S
MEDICINE

By MARTIN HARMOW

And we know that all things work together for good to those that love the Lord. Romans 8:28

Thoughts On “Shorts” Re-Bidding Costs

The message is getting through,
says David L. Saunders, who navigated
Interstate 85 from Atlanta Tuesday. Mr.
Saunders said he kept his speedometer
in the 55-60 range and by actual count
was passed only 13 times en route, by

11 passenger cars, twio trucks.
Some truckers contend their big
diesel-powered rigs not only perform

better but with less fuel requirement at
70 than at speeds now being posted all
over the nation.

The United States is an automotive
nation. It just might be a safe wager
that a majority of the 200 million solls
in the USA, given a choice between loss
of the auto or a heavy dent to the
pockethook would vote to damage the
wallet.

It looks at the moment that first
effort in cutting auto gas consumption
will be a Sunday shutdown. Long week-
end trips will be prevented and the
more voracious the car the moreso.

The temperature was going down
Wednesday afternoon, and the promise
was for a chilly morning.

Already the federal establishment
has said thermostats should be dropped
six degrees, particularly if the heat is
derived from oil, natural gas or propane.
It’s an honor system arrangement and
ies of oil appear adequate until
December 27. Via the stay order on nat-
ural gas, North Carolina gas users are
in good shape until January 3 when the
Federal Power commission will tell a
federal judge that the injunction against
its curtailment order should be lifted.
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Those living in houses with elec-
tric heat may prove to be the luckiest,
as Duke Power Company, which sup-
plies the bulk of power in the Piedmont
Carolinas, thinks its potential power
supply in good shape for the current
heating season. Duke is less sure about
1974-75.

DST

Daylight Saving Time is to return
again by Congressional edict not long
after being “put up” for the winter sea-
son. DST can bring only a small amount
of savings in power and heat on the
theoretical grounds that citizens will
bed down by the clock, an hour earlier
than the sun operates.

WARMER CLOTHING

Bob Trout, the CBS television an-
nouncer, did a program recently out of
England. It was pointed out that the
British know how to dress for cold
weather. His report was graphically
illustrated by a pair of “long-handled”
underwear, which, said Reporter Trout
no self-respecting Britisher would
without,

’
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But in the USA are red flannels in
short supply like five-gallon gas cans
and auto gas tank locks?

Hinis?

Federal officials hold little promise
of relaxation by Arabic nations of the
oil shipments ban without a settlement
of the Israeli-Arab arguments and long-
time differences.

But the “0il” or Arab world has re-
laxed its ban on shipments to the Euro-
rean Common Market nations and Ja-
pan. The United States and the Nether-
lands, for the moment, are left high and
dry.

Are the officials’ warning that there
is little to be hoped of oil succor from
the Arab world an invitation for public
outery for a change in policy that will
favor the Israeli state less and the Ara-
bic world more?

The Arabs, of course, aren’t hint-
ing. They shut off the oil and say, in
effect, “Change your policy toward us,
or lump it.” Or should the phrase be
“hump it"?
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On theo recent re-bid of the eleetri-
*al section of *he sewage system expan-
sion project of the city, only two valid
bids were received, as occurred on the
initial bidding.

Austin Electric Company, of Char-
lotte, was low again at $26,567, but a-
bout $5000 over the bids taken October
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Bryant Electric Company, of Gas-
tonia, bid slightly less than $8000 more
than the Austin bid and obviously didn't
want the job.

This is another sample of the com-
plete failure of the federal establish-
ment’s efforts to keep a lid on prices.

Capping one fellow and letting his
neighbor go free will never work.

And that’s what the Nixon Adminis-
tration tried.

Lake Autherity

Creation of a Lake Authority has
been a city intention since the first mo-
tion was made and passed in July 1966
to proceed to Buffalo Creek for water,

With Buffalo’s water slowly rising
behind the big 84-foot dam, and, with
possibilfty, pending on winter rains
and/or snows, that the lake top will
make spillway height by next summer,
it was time to put the plan into action.

A seven-member group is to be ap-
pointed to manage what amounts to
recreation on the lake.

Management and superintendence
are required to assure the orderly de-
velopment of the lake's potential.

The lake will inundate 1200 acres
when the water flows over the spillway
and the shoreline will slightly exceed
that of Lake Lure's, promising a mecca
for the fisherman, the boatman, the
swimmer, and the water skier.

Congratulations to George H. Mau-
ney, chairman, and P. A. Francis, vice-
chairman, re-elected to these positions
by their fellows on the Kings Mountain
district board of education.

A best bow to Dean B. Westmore-
land, Kings Mountain high school teach-
er of social studies, who has been ap-
pointed by Governor Jim Holshouser to
the state school textbook commission.
This is an important position in the
public schools scheme of operation. Pub-
lishers of school textbooks are continu-
ally putting out both new and revised
books in all fields of study.

The “"Theft” Easy

Nick Smith, the Kings
native and lawyer now working with
the state, dreemed up an interesting
ploy this week when he and some assist-
ants visited the state vehicle pool in
Dorton Arena in Raleigh and conduct-
ed a theft.

Mr. Smith and his friends, clad in
business suits, had no trouble making
off with some trucks and other equip-
ment.

The keys were in the switches,
which made the “job” quite easy, Mr.
Smith and his aides declared.

Mountain

“Such looseness must be tightened,”
Mr. Smith was quoted as saying.

On a television show the other
morning, Mickey Mantle, the former
Yankee star, was jesting about his per-
formances with the Yankees. He struck
out more than any Yankee in history,
but walked more than he fanned.

The walks and the strikeouts a-
mounted to 3518. “Since the major
league regular goes to bat approximate-
ly 500 times a season,” quoth Mantle,
‘‘Seven of my eighteen years with the
Yankees I didn’t even hit the ball.”
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