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His Uncle Took A Picture

The AgeOf Miracles? Rev. Weekley Believes
“God today sends messages to peoplein dif-

ferent ways. Sometimes you don't see it, but
you feel it and know.I still believe that it's the
age of miracles.”-Rev. Jim Weekley. pastor at
Park Street United Methodist Church. Bel-
mont.

By DWIGHT FRADY

The only picture Hershel Weekley had in his
possession when he died in 1980 was a picture he
took when he was a Sergeant in the Air Force in
1944, the year before the end of World War II.
He had taken the picture from a B-52 Bomber

while on maneuvers in Baton Rouge, La.
The picture, shown elsewhere on this page, was

taken with one of those old box cameras they used
back then. Hershel’s avocation was Poo
He printed up his own pictures.

This particular picture Hershel took shows,
almost unbelievably, clouds and B-52. Bombers in
the background-but, in the foreground, to Hershel’s
amazement when he printed up the picture, a front
view of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Weekley came into possession of not only
the original picture his uncle printed up, but the
negative from the old box camera he took the pic-
ture with in 1944, when Hershel died in 1980.

Jim’s father is Saunders Weekley, the brother of
Hershel. Saunders served in the Navy during World

War II.
All of the Weekleys, including Jim, are originally

from Huntington, West Va., and Jim’s father, now
retired after serving as a salesman for a flour com-
pany for many years, still resides there.

“By natural means, it (the picture) had to be a
message to Hershel from God,” said Rev. Weekley.
“They used those old box cameras back then, and
there is absolutely no way there could have been a

: double exposure or no way the picture could have
been ‘touched up.’ They just didn’t have that sort of
equipment back then. That’s my personal opinion.
“God todaysends messages to people in different

ways. That’s my personal opiniontoo. Sometimes
~ you don’t see it, but you feelit. I still believe that it’s
the age of miracles.

Arrivals
IT'S A GIRL

Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Lynn of
Kings Mountain announce the
birth of their daughter, Jessica
Erin, January 2 at Gaston
Memorial Hospital. The baby
weighed eight pounds and six
ounces. Grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Percy Lynn and Mrs.
Peggy Wells,all of Kings Moun-
tain. Great-grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Cline and Mrs.
T.N. Lynn of Kings Mountain.
The baby’s mother is the former
April Lynn Wells.

 

IT'S A BOY
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Watts

announce the birth of their se-
cond son, Ira Jason, December
28 at Cleveland Memorial
Hospital. He weighed seven
pounds. Grandparents are Mr.
and Mrs. Doytt E. Falls and Mr. “iif
and Mrs. Ernest Watts, all of
Kings Mountain. Great-

grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Charlie Peterson of Forest City
and Gus Watts of Ellenboro, and
Ira J. Falls of Kings Mountain,
for whom he was named. He
has a six-year-old brother,
Christopher Allen.

IT'S A GIRL
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Bunch an-

nounce the birth of a daughter,
Mary Eoline, December 1 at
Randolph Memorial Hospital in
Asheboro. Grandparents are
Mrs. D.F. Hord andthe late Dr.
D.F. Hord of Kings Mountain.
Great-grandmother is Mrs. J.
Byron Keeter. The baby’s
mother is the former Nancy
Hord.

IT'S A BOY
Mr. and Mrs. David Hord an-

nounce the birth of a son, David
Fletcher Hord IV, at Rowan
County Hospital Sat., Dec. 7.
The Hords live in China Grove
.and have ‘a daughter, Alice.
Grandparents are Mrs. D.F.
"Hord of Kings Mountain and
the late Dr. Hord. Mrs. J. Byron
Keeteris great-grandmother.

IT'S A BOY

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Johnson
of Kings Mountain announce
the birth of a son, Chad Ashley,
December 16 at Cleveland
Memorial Hospital. Chad has a
three-year-old brother, Steven.
Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs.
Bill Patterson of Kings Moun-
tain and B.R. Moore and the late
Lula Mae Moore of Grover. The

baby’s mother is thé former Deb-
bie Patterson.

BOOKMOBILE
The Cleveland County

‘Memorial Library bookmobile
will be at the Ruth Vess
residence in the Oak Grove
Community at 12 noon Thurs.,
Jan. 7.
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THE PICTURE HERSHEL WEEKLEY TOOK,IN1944 ou

“My uncle was not a Christian at the time tioh
took the picture. I believe it made him look serious-
ly in that direction after he made the picture.

“I’m sure that when he printed up the picture, he
had to have a feeling of awe and disbelief. Chances
of that occuring are perhaps 10 million to one, or
perhaps—never again,” said Rev. Weekley.

“Uncle Hershel also had a handkerchief (now in
the possession of his aunt, Bonnie Hanson) which

has a facial likeness of Christ imprinted on it.
“He had a clean handerchief in his pocket, pulled

that handerchief out later, and a facial likeness of 7
Christ was on it. He didn’t know how it got there.”

“ple,” said Rev. Weekley. “Take the time Peter Mar-
shall was called tothe ministry.
“Marshall waswalking in the woods in the

‘Highlandsof Scotland. He heard a voice call out the
name ‘Peter.’ He heard the voice say that word two

“or three times. The last time he heard it, he stopped,
then stumbled and fell.

“His handwasLinge over a precipice, and if he
hadn’t stopped after hearing that voice, he would

+. have fallen‘to a certain death on that foggy night
when he was taking a short cut home. He couldn’t
‘see where he was going,”said Rev. Weekley.

“Thereis'the Shroud of Turan, a cloth that many
‘scholarsfeelwas placedonthe front part of Christ

Rev. Weekley said that Hershel was a layman all
of hislife. He was the janitor in his church at Grace
Cospel Church (independent) in Huntington. He

worked in a bookstore in Huntington.
“Throughout history, you hear of and read about

Christ having personally touched the lives of peo-

after he wascrucified.
“It has been proven by radio carbon dating that

before,it is still theageofmiracles.
“This is actuallythe second time I've seen a pic-

‘ture by a person with Christ in the picture. The one
x

 

  

First Union Wraps UpThe Best

rw

- the cloth dates back:to the time of Christ. As I said

Tn RP a—

‘my uncle took was a front view.
“When I was in elementary school, a similar pic-

ture was taken by a young girl at the beach. This
girl looked up into the sky at the clouds. She saw an
image of Christ there. She had a camera, took the
picture, and in that picture, you can see Christ’s

- face froma side view.” % > ;

Rev. Weekley said that to his knowledge,his un-
cle never gave the picture you see on this page
(which is dark but clear as the original) to any
newspaper or magazine. He just kept it to himself.
At this particular time of the year, when we are |

_ celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ—this story and :
the two pictures are indeed food for thought.
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Why You Should Open Your
IRA At First Union.

If you have earned income,a First
Union Retirement Accountis one
of the best investments you can
make. Our 18-month variable-rate
Retirement Account takes the guess-
work out of maximizing your invest-

“ment at First Union. Your interest
rate will be adjusted monthly and will
be 1% over the 6-month Treasury
Bill rate¥or the current First Union
30-month CD offering rate —which-
dveris higher during the term. For
aslittle as $100, you'll automatically
get the higher of two money market
interestrates every month. So you
know your investment will beTo
ing pace with current economic
conditions. First Union also offers
$500-minimum,fixed rate IRAs.
We'll help you choose which IRA is
best for you.

Federal regulations strictly limit eligibility and’d

RetisarhensPackage For You.

Open an IRAJitus and you'll re-
ceive anattractive portfolio for organ-
izing andstoring:your important
papers.Well also give youa copy of
a specialbook,“How You Can Get
The Most From The NewTax Law,’
plusa quarterly financial newsletter
and a lot of other usefulliterature to
help you plan your retirement.
 

The First Union Hot-Line Answers
All YourQuestions.
 

We've sralled « toll-free IRA Hot-
Line. Just call 1-800-532-6613 any-

time, Mondaythrough Friday, 9:00
a.m. to 5:00p.m. for currentrate

 

information d any other details of
yourFirst Retirement‘Account.

Your FitstUnion Retiremient  
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successfully handled financialtrans-
actions and investments for more
than 70 years. We'll put that experi-
ence to work for you.
So call or stop by any First Union

office today and open your Retire-
ment Account.It’s the IRA no family
should be without, especially yours.

Initial 18-Month Variable IRA Rate

1 J)
Annual
Interest
Rate

Initial rate offered may change daily.

 

   
Ff

stantial interest and tax penalties for early withdrawal.

Member FDIC. *Short-term rate based on the-avarafierdf the four most. rec@tit 6-month Treasury Bill average auction discountrates.

7

Retitémeérts Package a¥failable while. supplieslast.
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