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rabbi honestly aver that he 
would accept sight unseen 
the validity of every conver
sion over which a Reform 
colleague presided? Other 
examples are too extensive 
to list. Should not each one 
of us, then, be more careful 
before we piously declare our 
outrage over this “breach of 
Jewish unity,” as though we 
come to the debate with 
hands th a t are entirely 
clean?

I have to wonder whether 
the over-indulged Jews of 
America would be quite so 
righteously ind ignan t if 
there were a move afoot to 
do something that would 
w e a k e n  religious s tan d 
ards, rather than a demand 
to make them more strict.

This does not make the poli
ticization of the issue one 
iota more tolerable, but it 
should give us cause to think 
more carefully about w here  
and why we choose to draw 
our battle lines.

God knows, there have 
been many other times that 
some group from the left, 
right or center has driven a 
wedge into Jewish unity, but 
rarely  have they been 
denounced so vehemently 
and in so well orchestrated 
a manner. God knows, there 
have been other equally, 
even greater, moral lapses in' 
Israeli public policy that 
have not been met by official 
proclamations of our out
rage and censure. To the 
contrary, there have been

A Miracle Celebrated at 
BJH and FAIR OAKS

By Sue Clein

“If I move to the Blum- 
enthal Jewish Home or 
FAIR OAKS, will I miss 
holiday celebrations and 
being with family and 
friends?” This question is 
often thought and some
times spoken by prospective 
residents or by their fami
lies. The answer is both yes 
and no. Surely one will miss 
those they have been close 
to daily and the Home hol
iday celebrations will be 
different from family ones. 
However, many older adults 
are not geographically close 
to family or friends, involve
ment with others may not be 
daily, and holiday celebra
tions may be infrequent. 
Three meals a day in the 
dining room with other res
idents and the special shar
ing of festive events can 
bring warmth to the day and 
an uplifting of the spirit.

Beginning with the ser
vice in the Commons and 
followed by dinner, Thanks
giving was a day for family

members, visitors, residents 
and staff to come together 
and give thanks. December 
brought Chanukah...Chanu- 
kah brought festivities, chil
dren and radiance to the 
Home. Eight days of candle- 
lighting with entertainers, 
visitors and volunteers in
cluded: Viva Klezmer, Jew
ish folk singers from Char
lotte; Rabbi Arnold Task 
and Sarah Strulson, Temple 
Emanuel, Greensboro; Tem
ple Em anuel, Winston- 
Salem, Hebrew class stu
dents; Temple Emanuel, 
Winston-Salem, Preschool 
Shabbat and Chanukah Pro
gram; and, as always, the 
staff, family and friends 
who participated. The mira
cle of Chanukah was truly 
expressed as candlelight 
illuminated the shining eyes 
of youth, the indomitable 
spirit of the mature, the 
sharing of generations, and 
the life celebrated at BJH.

For inform ation about 
FAIR OAKS or BJH, contact 
Sue Clein or the Admissions 
Office (919) 766-6401.
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countless instances when we 
have been warned by Jewish 
leaders not to “meddle” in 
Israel’s affairs, regardless of 
the impact they may have on 
those of us who live in Dias
pora. If there is nothing . 
wrong with publicly decry
ing the current situation in 
Israel regarding the Law of 
Return, then we dare not try 
to silence those Jewish voi
ces who denounce other insi
dious breaches of Jewish 
unity or instances when 
Israeli leadership defames 
Jewish values by acting in 
a disreputable manner.

It is outrageous th a t a 
small handful of manipula
tive zealots can hold a coun
try, and to a lesser extent, 
the whole of world Jewry, 
hostage. But, if we really 
want to survive and flourish, 
we must be extremely cir
cumspect before we rail with 
righteous indignation. A 
little bit of that stuff goes an 
awfully long way.

. . . and, my God, some 
perspective. The issue is 
certainly deserving of our 
concern and protest, but how 
much attention and vital 
energy has it diverted from 
the unconscionable situa
tion in the Occupied Territo
ries and from the fact that 
we may soon witness the 
validation of international 
terrorism  .by the world’s 
acceptance of a Palestinian 
state with a bloodthirsty 
murderer at its head. The 
official delegitimization of 
Conservative and Reform 
Judaism, however grievous, 
is a tea party compared to 
the delegitimization of the 
dream of 2,000 years.

Let not the cynical canard 
come true in our generation 
that we Jews will destroy 
each other long before our 
enemies have a chance.

ahead more quickly.
Some people may ask: 

“What’s the big deal? Clubs 
affect relatively few people.”

People who belong to 
exclusive country clubs and 
downtown clubs usually 
represent the power elite of 
a community. They are the 
top business leaders, the top 
political leaders, the top 
civic leaders. Decisions af
fecting the life of corpora
tions, the future of govern
ments and the direction of 
civic developments are dis
cussed and made. The cir
cumstances are informal, 
but the consequences are far- 
reaching. By virtue of their 
anti-Semitism, clubs which 
exclude Jews from member
ship also effectively preclude 
participation by Jews in the 
making of such decisions.

Those facts were investi
gated and documented in the 
Anti-Defamation League’s 
historic report: “A Study of 
Jewish Employment Prob
lems in the Big Six Oil Com
pany Headquarters,” pub
lished in 19?k

But even more fundamen
tal to Jewish security than 
being excluded from deci
sion-making circles is the 
resonating message th a t 
club discrimination produ
ces: The exclusion of Jews 
from membership in country 
clubs and downtown clubs 
says to everyone that it’s o.k. 
to be anti-Semitic. It says 
th a t being Jew ish is an 
immutable defect. It says 
that no person of the Jewish 
faith, no matter how well 
educated, no m atter how 
affluent, no m atter how 
public-spirited, no m atter 
how successful, is acceptable 
because of that individual’s 
religion. What kind of mes
sage does that send to non- 
Jews who are not members 
of the club because they do 
not belong to that class of 
people who are qualified to 
enjoy membership? It tells 
them that the leaders of the 
community say it’s o.k. to be 
anti-Semitic.

That status is no longer 
quo.
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Levine Properties is proud to offer office, 
retail and commercial sites at McAlpine 
Station, the largest undeveloped I-l zoned 
property in the southeast Charlotte area of 
Monroe Road at Village Lake Drive.

76 Acre Development 
^ Zoned M  

Building Sites from 1-15 Acres 
Available
Retail Frontage on Monroe Road
Office, Retail And Commercial
Buikiing Sites
Offk«/Retail/Showroom
Condcxniniums
Build-to-Suit Options
Vibrant Southeast Chariotte Locatwn
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GREYLYN BUSINESS PARK. . .  the
outstanding 23-acre master-planned business 
community with over 266,000 square feet of 
flexible retail, showroom and warehouse 
space. Already 90^ leased! Construction has 
started on the 3 remaining buildings.

THE ADDRESS. . .  Monroe Road and 
Sardis Road North, a vibrant southcRst Char
lotte location near some of the region s largest 
corporate headquarters plus many restau
rants and banking facilities.
GREVLYN BUSINESS PARK  

Leasing' Spaces tor:
Ofrice/Sh()wr(M)m 
Sizes from 1,250 square feet 

Office/Sh()wr(X)m/Distributi«n 

Sizes from 2,4(K) square feet 

9M)1 MONROE ROAD

THE D EV ELO PER. . .  Levine Properties, a Chartotte based company with a tong 
term commitment to Greylyn Park and McAlpine Station and to the tenants of this fine 
devek^ment. We’re helping to make success a part of your business plan.
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