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Community/ to Celebrate Israel Independence Day:
Sol Zim Concert Featured

“ Israel 44: Independence Day 
C e lebra tion” will be held on 
S unday , M ay 17, noon-2:30 p.m. 
a t  S h a lo m  P ark .  T h e  entire  
com m unity  is invited to  enjoy 
Israeli food, games, Israeli danc­
ing, a scavenger h u n t,  archaeo ­
logical dig and a professionally 
guided slide tour. A special guest 
will be the Israeli C onsul G en­
eral. The celebration  is being 
sponsored by The Jew ish  F ed ­
e ra tion  of G reater Charlo tte ,  
The C harlo tte  Jew ish  C o m m u ­
nity Center, Temple Beth El and 
Tem ple Israel.

A f te r  th ese  f e s t iv i t i e s  fo r  
young  and old, a family concert 
will be presented a t 2:30 p.m. in

G o re lic k  H all ,  fea tu r in g  S o l 
Zim, one o f  the m ost exciting 
singers, m odern  day com posers 
and  a rrange rs  on the Jew ish  
scene to d a y ,  w hose d y n am ic  
personality  and ex t rao rd inary  
talent has b rough t acclaim and  
sold o u t  perform ances a ro u n d  
the world.

A dm iss ion  to  the concert is 
$12; s tuden ts /sen io rs ,  $6; chil­
d ren  free w hen accom panied by 
parents. Featured  also will be the 
C harlo tte  Jewish Y outh C h o ­
rale.

•
I t has been said that w hen 

music com es from the  heart, it 
goes to  the heart. T he  tru th  of

the maxim is gloriously realized 
in  S O L  Z IM . This ta len ted , 
ou ts tanding, p rom inen t Jewish 
p e r s o n a l i ty  h a s  re a c h e d  the  
hearts o f  Jews the world over 
th rough  his rich tenor voice.

Mr. Zim has served the Hollis 
Hills Jewish Center in New York 
as its C a n to r  fo r  over 20 years. 
T o  develop his can toria l art and 
technique, he studied privately 
w ith  C a n to r  M oshe  K ousse- 
vitsky and the m aster com poser 
o f  Y id d ish  th e a t r e ,  S h o lo m  
Secunda.

As an accomplished com poser 
and  songwriter, Zim has com ­
posed hundreds  o f  songs and 
“ hassidic n iggun im ” which are

sung by Jews the world over. The 
Israeli Hassidic S ong  Festival 
had invited Zirh to represent the 
United States at the 16th annual 
com peti tion . His 1982 en try , 
“Sheyibone,” was the first A m er­
ican com position to  have en ­
tered and won the* prestigious 
com peti tion . His 1984 en try , 
“Shalom  Alechem ,” has jo ined 
the ranks of the now  fam ous 
“Sheyibone” as a w inning song 
in the Hassidic Festival.

In addition, Zim has pu b ­
lished seven songbooks o f  his 
own original music. These music

Sol Zim

books are being used by coun t­
less ca n to rs ,  m usic  teachers, 
c h o r a l  d i re c to rs  a n d  Jew ish  
educators.

“From Russia with Love....a Russian Revelation”

CJF Loan Guarantee Program 
Set to Go into Operation

By Rita M o n d

Saturday , April 11 was a  very 
specia l n igh t fo r  th e  Jew ish  
com m unity . A capac ity  crowd 
filled Gorelick Hall for a  con ­
cert, “ F rom  Russia w ith Love...a 
Russian Revelation,” sponsored 
by the  Jewish C om m unity  Cen­
ter and cosponsored by W D A V  
89.9 FM . The concert was a 
tr ibu te  to  the Russian  families 
who have settled in C harlo tte  the 
past two years and was a fund ­
ra iser  to  enable the  R ussian  
c h i ld re n  to  a t te n d  the  J C C  
C am ps this summer.

T h e  p r o g ra m  b e g a n  w ith  
“ S tring  Q uarte t N o. 2 in D  
M a jo r” by Borodin, which was 
b eau tifu lly  p layed by S u san  
Blumberg, violin; Emily C h a ­
tham  Widis, violin; N ancy Le­
vine, viola; Charles Weins, cello.

A recent emigre, Rosalia S tru ­
g a tsk y ,  w ho  p lays w ith  th e  
C harlo tte  Sym phony Orchestra , 
was the featured guest soloist. 
There was a standing ovation for 
her beautifully executed perfor­
m ance on the violin. Her p ro ­
fessionalism and brilliant play­
ing o f  “ Rom ance for Violin and 
P ia n o ” by Gliere and  “ Valse 
S cherzo” by Tchaikovsky en ­
thralled the audience. She was 
accom panied on the piano by 
L inda Moresi. She is truly a 
great loss to  Russia’s musical 
w orld, but thankfully  a trem en­
dous gain for Charlotte .

T he concert concluded with 
“O ctet for Wind Ins trum en ts” by 
Stravinsky, with m em bers o f the 
C harlo tte  Sym phony under the 
conducto rsh ip  of M a rk  Cedel.

A b ea u tifu l  r e c e p t io n  fo l ­
lowed the perform ance for those 
w ho  sp o n so re d  th e  co n c e r t .  
There  were three underwriters, 
31 G rand  P atrons and  65 P a­
trons who really helped to make 
this evening possible. Over 400 
individual tickets were sold.

A pproxim ately  75 Russians 
were in attendance, 65 of whom 
were sponsored for the  evening. 
M any  of  the Russian women 
helped with the reception by

Ali Kavadio (L) and Rosa Strugatsky, guest soloist.

Nancy Levine (L) and Emily Chatham Widis, members of the string quartet, 
enjoying the reception after the concert. photos courtesy of aii Kavadio

bak ing  som e o f  the ir  special 
delicacies.

B a rry  H a n tm a n ,  execu t ive  
d irec tor  o f  the  JC C , reports  tha t  
the event grossed over $12,500 
and netted enough money to  
send all the Russian children to  
cam p  this sum m er plus a surplus 
to  offer program s fo r  Russian 
resettlement and accu ltu ra tion  
for the entire year.

Special th an k s  go to  Gene 
Kavadio w ho chaired the event 
and to  P atty  Gorelick and Sue 
Ades who chaired the p a t ro n ’s 
committee. A  special thank  you 
goes to F ran  Rosenberg, adult 
program  direc tor  of the JC C , for 
coordinating the evening.

W D A V  recorded the perfor­
mance and will feature it on their 
sta tion in the near future.

The N orth  A m erican Jewish 
F e d e r a t io n s  h av e  g iv e n  th e  
Council o f  Jewish Federations 
final approval for th*e C J F  $900 
million L oan  G uarantee  P ro ­
g ram  for the resettlem ent of 
Russian Jews in Israel.

This m ajor ph ilanthropic en ­
terprise authorizes C J  F  to  guar ­
antee direct loans o f  up  to $ 1,250 
p e r  im m ig r a n t  f r o m  Is ra e l i  
banks. The im m igrants have 10 
years to  repay the loans, with no 
money due to  the banks  during 
the first three years.

The program , which is not 
related to Israel’s request for $10 
billion in loan guarantees from 
the United States governm ent, is 
a response by the Federation  
System to the challenge repres­
ented by the im m igration of up 
to one million Jews from  the 
form er Soviet U nion to Israel 
over a three-year period. T ra d i­
t ional fundraising w ould  not 
have been adequate to  meet the 
enorm ous costs of resettling the 
newcomers.

The loan guarantees requested 
by Israel from  the U.S. would 
have permitted Israel to  receive 
favorable interest rates in its 
borrowings. The C J F  program , 
however, guarantees direct loans 
to the immigrants themselves to 
help them meet the  costs of 
starting  new lives.

The Federations gave their 
original, overwhelming a p p ro ­
val to  the program  at a Special 
C J F  General Assembly in W ash ­
ington, D C on April 16, 1991. 
U nder the concept o f  equitable 
collective responsibility, which is 
the fundam enta l premise behind

the loan guarantees, each Fed­
era tion  agrees to indemnify C J F  
for its fair share o f  the risk of 
m aking the loans.

C J F  has now received signed 
ag reem ents  and legal papers  
from  the Federa tions, represent­
ing m ore than  90 percent of the 
am oun t to be indemnified, thus 
enabling the p rog ram  to become 
operational.

Indem nification  agreem ents 
were also required from Keren 
Hayesod, which conducts fund ­
ra is ing  for Israel ou ts ide  of 
N orth  America, and the United 
Israel A p p e a l /C a n a d a .  O ther  
p a r t ic ip a n ts  in th e  p ro g ra m  
include the United Jewish Ap­
peal, United Israel A ppeal and 
the Jewish Agency fo r  Israel.

The Indem nifica tion  agree­
ments submitted by the Feder­
ations have perm itted  C J F  to 
reach co n trac tua l  agreem ents 
with the Israeli ban k s  tha t will 
be making loans to  the  emigres.

In trica te  n eg o tia t io n s  were 
conducted with all participants 
in the program  both  before and 
after the Special General Assem­
bly.

Implementation o f  the pro ­
gram had been held up because 
of  the “complexities arising from 
the extensive num ber  of interre­
lated transactions, an d  the need 
to  address and resolve the con­
cerns of the banking  com m uni­
ty .”

The concerns of  the banks 
arose because the p rog ram  “in­
volves not jus t a commercial 
loan guaran tee  structure , but is

See LO A N  page 5
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