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T'lAi/el T/JUhi
Jewish Art In 
New Mexico
— The Land Of Enchantment
By Joel Goldman

^  They cam e in 1540 looking 
tor  the mythical gold  suppos 
edly to be found in the Seven 
C i ties  o f  C ibo la .  Instead, the 

Spania rds found a vast land of  
scat te red Zuni and Pubelo In
d ian  t r ibe s .  The land, ca l led  
N ew  M e x i c o ,  s t a y e d  u n d e r  
Spanish dominat ion  until 1821, 
when  it b ecam e a part o f  the 
new ly  in d e p e n d e n t  na t ion o f  
M e x ico .  A f t e r  the  M e x ic a n -  
American War of  1846, the area 

was ceded to the U.S. and it be 
came a sta te in 1912.

By the m i d - 1 8 5 0 ’s, r a i l 

roads  and min ing brought se t

t lers from the eastern  U.S. to 
New Mexico, and as they did in 
the South and Mid-West,  Jews 
jo ined  the westward movement,  
e s tab l i sh ing  a m erc h an d i s in g  

base.
A Jewish presence in New 

M e x ico  ex i s te d  even  ea r l ie r ,  
when victims o f  the Spanish In
quisi t ion in the 1500’s fled to 
New World colonies .  However,  
only recent ly  has art work d e 
p ic t ing  our  her i tage  made its 
way in to  the r ich ta pes t ry  o f  
South-West Indian and M e x i 
can dominated  paint ing and d e 

sign.
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Statue of “ Noah and the Dove” on 

exhibit at the Museum of Fine Arts 

In Santa Fe, New Mexico

And who are these  Jewish 
painters,  weavers  and sculptors 

that ca ll  New M e x ico  h o m e ?  
S om e c o m e  f r o m  S e p h a r d i c  
background ,  and  b lend  eas ily  
with the Spanish  in f luence of  
the area.  They are descendants  
of  the Conve rsos— a group  o f  
Jews who fled the Spanish  i n 
q u is i t ion  to S p an ish  c o lo n ia l  
o u t p o s t s  in th e  n e w  w o r l d .  
Some are as soc ia ted  with the 
University o f  New M exico and 
New Mexico  State University.  
They  a re  w e l l - v e r s e d  in the  
study o f  New  M e x ic o  I nd ian  

crafts,  and have com bined  this 
knowledge with  their  study  of  
old Jewish  ar ti facts  f rom R u s 

sia and Poland .
For  those m em bers  o f  the 

C h a r lo t t e  J e w i sh  c o m m u n i t y  
planning a future  trip  to New 

M e x i c o ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
places to see Jewish  arti facts on 

display and to learn more o f  the 
unique cont r ibu t ions  to Jewish  

culture in that beauti fu l state.

In Albuquerque ,  C on g reg a 
tion B ’nai Israel and Con g reg a 
tion A lb e r t  ca n  o f fe r  a g o o d  
in troduction  to  Jewish cul tu ral  
life in their  city.  They  are lo 
ca ted  at  4401 I n d ian  S choo l  
Road. A lso ,  a n e w e r  te m p le ,  
Nahalat Shalom enjoys  an e s 
p e c i a l l y  s t r o n g  l i n k  w i t h  
A lbuquerque’s Jewish artists.

Sixty miles north o f  San ta  
Fe is th e  a r t  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
Taos .  T h e r e ,  t h e  M i l l i c e n t  
Rogers M useum  of ten exhibi ts  
Jewish art  p ieces .  Deta i ls  r e 
garding Jewish  art,  in the Land 
o f  E n c h a n t m e n t ,  ca n  be o b 
tained by con tac t ing  the New 
Mexico  Jewish  His to r ical S o 

ciety.  P.O. Box 15598, C ie lo  
Cour t S ta t ion ,  San ta  Fe, New 
Mexico  87506.
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