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“No One Can Hide”

by Harvey Cohen

What happened to the Jewish
community in Oklahoma City af-
ter the horrible bombing in April?
How many Jews, if any, were
killed? How many were missing?
To learn, I called the Federation
office there and talked with Edie
Roodman and Linda Billen.

Roodman, Executive Direc-
tor of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Oklahoma City, told me,
“Our metropolitan area is just un-
der a million; the Jewish commu-
nity here numbers about 2,500.
But because we are so small, we
are very close and we are all feel-
ing the pain from this.” She went
on to say that the Federation of-
fice is about six miles away from
the downtown area, so they were
all right in terms of damage from
the blast. She said, “...no Jewish
people were listed as being killed
or missing.” During a conversa-
tion with her days later, she said
there might be one Jewish man, a
recent arrival to the city, who may
be among the missing.

Linda Billen, a staff member
of the Federation, was also very
helpful. She told me the Jewish
community “...has placed close to
100 volunteers downtown. Those
volunteers delivered meals,
snacks, tools and miscellaneous
items to “Ground Zero.” This is
an area just outside the fence that
is closest to the bombed-out build-
ing. She added, “Rescue workers
and law enforcement personnel
received hourly (around-the-

clock) visits fo boost morale (even
in the unseasonably cold and wet
weather).

B’nai B’rith International has
set up a fund for the victims. Do-
nations can be sent to the B’nai
B'rith Disaster Relief Fund, 1640
Rhode Island Ave., N.W. Wash-
ington, D.C. 20036.

The following is an excerpt
of a “Letters” column to the edi-
tor of the Oklahoma Gazette. The
writer states what so many of us
think and feel about the Oklahoma

City tragedy:
“Editor-Beirut. Lebanon. To-
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kyo. New York. Dublin. London.
Bosnia. Sarajevo. Bogota.

Chechnya. Tel Aviv. Belfast.
Oklahoma City? What could we
possibly have in common with the
“understandable” political targets
associated with the wanton taking
of lives to make a point? The
point? No One Can Hide.

“What can never be forgotten
about April 19, 1995, are those
men and women who will never
know what cause chose them as
examples and turned them into
statistics. Also marked are the
children and babies who will
never grow up to find out what a

cause is or why a person would

“ choose todie in such an idealistic

and noble fashion. There were no
such choices on April 19, 1995. It
could have been anywhere. There
was no such thing as a place to
hide.”

harlotte’s only 4-Diamond restaurant for

1993-94-95 by AAA continues its reputation

of excellence with French American cuisine
and an extensive fine wine list. The perfect setting
for business lunches, intimate dinners, banquets,
weddings and holiday festivities.

ome and join us for lunch, dinner and

cocktail hours on our new SouthPark

Terrace at La Bibliotheque. Live music.
Terrace open until 1:30 a.m.

La Bibliotheque is located in SouthPark, on the

first floor of the Roxborough Building, 1901 |

Roxborough Road at Morrison Boulevard, across
the street from the Park Hotel.

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Reservations Suggested

365-5000
1901 Roxborough Road

Birthday Parties by
KITCHEN THYME

ages 5 - 11

new! fun! unique!
846-8521 541-8828
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ANN LANGMAN

needs since 1972"
Multi Million Dollar Producer

6618 Fairview Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28210

364-1691 (H)

o Estate and Personal Financial Planning
o Group Medical and Life Programs

o Individual Life, Disability and Health Insurance
o Profit Sharing and 401(k) Retirement Plans

126 Cottage Place 376-TA34




