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CHS Student Council
By Sue Brodsky, Director

^  SCHOOL

The C o nso lida ted  H igh 
School o f  Jew ish  Studies is 
proud to announce the members 
o f  its 1997-98 Student Council. 
T hey are; Jonathan  Bedrick, 
B e thany  B ernste in  Jessica  
B randt, Sara B ryan, R ena 
Chernotsky, A dina and Joyce 
D ubin, Erin Goldstein, Dana 
G o tth e im , M elissa  Katzm an, 
Josh  K lein, Jacob  Komisar, 
Jenny M inchew, Lauren Rauch, 
V ivian R esn ik , A bby 
R o sen tha l, Jessie  Sachs, 
A n d rew  Sadow , Amy and 
S tuart S hap iro , and A llison 
Wallsh

T he off ice rs  arc: Vivian 
R esn ik  - President, Dana 
G o tth e im  - V ice-President. 
A bby R osenthal - Treasurer, 
S ara B ryan  - R ecord ing  
Secre tary , Je ss ica  B randt - 
C orrespond ing  Secretary, and 
A m y S h ap iro  - Sunshine 
Chairperson.

T he S tuden t Council 
m em b ers  have been hard at 
w ork p lanning and

im plem enting  old and new  
projects. Thus far, six Welcome 
Baskets have been distributed 
to new teens who have moved 
into the Charlotte area. Four 
S tuden t C ouncil m em bers 
rep resen ted  the school at 
S halom  Y ’all. Sara Bryan, 
M elissa  K atzm an, A bby 
Rosenthal and Allison Wallsh 
each  spoke eloquently  about 
the ir  positive feelings about 
H ebrew High. O ther projects 
include: H annukah  H elpers, 
w hich w ill benefit children  
through  Jew ish  Fam ily 
Services; the sale o f school tee 
shirts; Purim King and Queen, a 
tzedakah project for Purim; and 
an autograph book for a signing 
party the last night o f  school.

Tee Shirts Available
School tee shirts are currently 

on sale for $10 each and are 
availab le  by con tac ting  Sue 
Brodsky at Shalom Park, 366- 
5007, ext. 261. The lee sh in  
w as designed  by student 
council m em ber, Jacob  
Komisar.

IT S  A  JEWISH THING

Work for peace within your family, then in your 
street, then within your community.

R. Raphael of  Bershid

HABONIM DROR 
CAMPMOSHAVA

An Adventure in 
Creative Jewish Camping

Kibbutz Anno«phere • Kocher Kitchen • Judaic/Itraeli Culture 
Czcaave Sh«bb«i ObMTvmce • Hebrew U»tge • ACA Accieditcd

For mort infomuUioH, call:
301-593-7533 or 800^54-2205
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B r u c e  Ka n  t o r
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Morah Susan: 
Charlotte Jewish 
Preschool’s “Bubbe”

Judaica specialist Susan Jacobs 
calls herself the “grandma” of the 
Charlotte Jewish Preschool because 
every day with the children is such 
a pleasure for her.

“I don’t ever remember enjoying 
anything as much as I love working 
with the preschoolers,” she says. 
“They make me smile every day.”

Jacobs teaches each grade twice a 
week. During Judaica classes and 
the Shabbat celebration she strives 
to provide each student with the 
first positive step into Jewish life.

“I want them to know that it’s a 
wonderful thing to be Jewish, that 
it’s part o f who they are,” says 
Jacobs

She introduces concepts like 
tzedakah, ritual and holidays 
through songs, stories, puppets, and 
art projects. “I try to make it as

interactive as possible, so the 
children have som ething that 
belongs to them.”

One major project was producing 
an audio tape o f  the children 
singing all their favorite preschool 
songs. Featuring the rabbis and 
cantors from Temple Beth El and 
Temple Israel, the cassette is 
guaranteed to charm grandparents 
and is available through the 
preschool office.

She also introduces her young 
students to Hebrew phrases and 
vocabulary, from body parts and 
numbers to holiday greetings.

“ It’s amazing how much they 
retain by the end o f  the year,” she 
says. “And it gives them a good 
introduction for when they start 
Hebrew school. They don’t have to 
start at ground zero.”

Susan l’. Jacobs,^ \ Judaica 
Specialist; ;m dtv, self-defined 
“Bubbe" at the- CJP, relishes 
sharing her joy o f Judaism.

A s parents stop by to comment 
on a  lesson, o r older siblings return 
to b low  kisses to their former 
teacher, Jacobs rem arks on she 
enjoys reaching an entire family 
through her Preschool classes.

I play such small part in their 
lives,” she says of her students I 
don’t think they realize how big a 
part of my life they are.”

Save the date!

A Super Family Concert on 
Super Bowl Sunday

featuring

Judy Caplan G insburgh
Award Winning Jewish Children's Performer

N am ed Top Ten Jewish C hildren’s M usicians —  M om ent M agazine, 1997 

Prestigious Parents’ C hoice Award W inning Performer, 1992 &  1994 

* National Parenting Center Seal o f  A pproval, 1997 *

Sunday, January 25,1998 • 1:30 PM
a l  S h a l o m  P a r k  

TICKETS: $S.00/Family $2.00/ii7dividual Tickets
Tickets Available at the door

“A Concert For the Young & The Young at Heart”
Kids— Bring Your Whole Family With You !

Brought to you by
• Temple Israel • Temple Beth El
• Jewish Community Center Of Charlotte

• Charlotte Jewish Preschool
• Carolina Agency For Jewish Education 

(CAJE)

Berrybrook Farm 
Natural Food Pantrv

COMPLETE LINE OF NATURAL 
FOODS & VITAMINS

Juice Bar • Sandwiches, Salads & 
Soup Made Fresh Daily To Go 114 

Organically Grown Produce 
Nutritional Books • Birkenstock Sandals 

Cruelty Free Natural Cosmetics 
Champion Juk:ers 

Vitamin & Senior Citizens Discounts 
Personalized Service

1257 East Boulevard 334-6528
M Sat 9.30-6

Where is my
Christmas
present?
(Continued from page 10)

the difference between Christmas and 
Chanukah. They should help them 
formulate answers to common 
questions like what they received for 
Christmas. I know that it helped me 
not wish to celebrate Christmas when 
my parents told me the truth about 
Santa Clause, although it was hard 
not to ruin the secret for my Christian 
friends.

Talking to teachers or school 
administrators may help the problems 
encountered at school. Parents can 
suggest only displaying winter time 
decorations or including Chanukah 
and other religious holidays of the 
season in the exhibitions. Jewish 
parents could even volunteer to do a 
program on Judaism and Chanukah. 
My mom used to come to my class

every year to explain Chanukah. She 
would serve latkes and apple sauce, 
read the story o f Chanukah, light the 
menorah, say the Chanukah 
blessings, let us play dreidle, and 
translate everyone’s name into 
Hebrew.

Things can get complicated when 
intermarried couples and even solely 
Jewish couples still choose to 
celebrate Christmas to some extent. 
Every family has its own way of 
celebrating these holidays that works 
best for them.

The problems that occur during the 
holiday season are part of being a 
minority religion in our community. It 
is  extremely difficult for children of 
all religions to understand that what 
they celebrate at home is not 
necessarily what everyone else 
celebrates. Jewish children however, 
have it worse because most public 
displays contradict what they learn in 
their families.

The only question I have is when 
are the Christian children going to 
start asking their parents if they can 
celebrate Chanukah —  because eight 
is always better than one. O
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