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Respond to Ques
Jewish Commun

The Jewish Federation of Greater
Charlotte, Women’s Division, Political
Education Committee mailed the following
questionnaire to all of the candidates for the
Board of County commissioners

Their answers are listed below. Reprints
are available at the Federation office. We
wish to express our thanks to those candi-

dates who responded to our survey. We hope

that this information is helpful as you con-
sider how you will cast your vote on
November 3.

This questionnaire was produced in con-

Name

1. What do you think is the most
important priority for school plan-
ning: diversity, neighborhood
schools (proximity), stability and
utilization?

2. The Arts and Science Council
funding cuts and counseling of
minors’ restrictions raised a lot of
discussion about “community stan-
dards.” How do you define the com-
munity standards for our county?

3. How do you define the separa-
tion of church and state?

4. Do you support prayer in
school? If so, what form would
prayer take?

o oo 1

DISTRICT 1

respect for all citizens.

Do this [neighborhood schools (proximity)) and
the rest will fall in place. Help stabilize commu-

impose their views upon others.

God Family - government. Society's standards are
based on the edicts of God’s laws.

Per the U.S. Constitution.

Yes, per the individual doing the prayer.

ARGE By state statute it is not the County Commission’s T voted against the arts funding cuts and restricted | As stated in amendment #1 to the Constitution of I support the current CMS policy of a moment of M
ATL responsibility to site schools; however, this year | counseling. My rationale is that I believe %ov:lrr- the United ﬂs:(es ; ;Congre;s sl:ull make ml:I ‘ll:w silence. sel
we have added two new School Board appointed | ment services should be open and inclusive for all. respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibit- fro
BCCky Ca]r)ney " positions to the Planning Commission in an effort ing the free exercise thereof —
emocra to coordinate long range planning.
My role as a County Commissioner is to support | Just as “beauty is in the eye of the beholder,” “com- | I fully support the First Amend, to the Constitution | Any student should be able to pray at any time to his | As
the planning and goals of the Board of Education | munity standards” is subject to the interpretation of Whl('i::e PfOVl:;‘ that ':':rfe 3&' be no Fen:l;:m ml & her God in a manner that does not interfere with | ica
H. Parks Helms and to provide funding to carry out their responsi- | the individual. To define “community standards” is | ing the establishment of religion or HIUDR - educational activities of other students. Idonot | wo
bility. Education of all our children is my priority. | judgmental and divisive. It is not the role of the | cxerise thereof. This Pr believe there should be any requirements for stu- sio;
Democrat | spupis acomprehensive concept for siting school | County Commission to define “community stan. | duthoritics to deal with sccular matters and the church to dents to pray - of not to pray - in school. Thisis a | tha
facilities and the components are equally important. | dards.” dealiwithireligtous maclcrs personal decision. org
Neighborhood schools arc best if the parents are to play | As a parent, 1 have a right to know who is counseling my | 1 believe the Ten Commandments serves as God's A moment of silence is sufficient for le of all lar
peop!
Steve P. Helms an important role in our children’s education. Some | child. 1 njsob‘?:lurcrw right 10 :now :':ll ml{:hik:“is‘ bcu'";s law. | want the government to stay out of my beliefs to pray to their God. in §
5 ts d have the time i about. oesn’t have the right to take D A
bl gc"r:sns .o:nnot‘o p.:;:u:npalc Ne;.;hborhoods can be‘l my responsibility from me conceming my child. 1 do not guftmc&v:“m';;‘:’:ms?cﬁ:r:ﬁv% ;he for
believe it is fair for the county to fund controversial ant at the i
Repu real positive influcnce toward geuting parents involved. e wS rhe o
p of the taxpay gardless of its content.
The most important priority for school planning is | I believe in freedom of expression for all citizens. | The Government does not have the right to enforce Within reason, a time set aside for prayer and meditation | My
Linda McCall to fulfill our responsibility to provide an equal | But, just like we all agree it would be wrong to | onc particular religion over another. can be very beneficial to both the student and the gener- | sen:
; opportunity for all students to acquire an excellent | scream “fire” in a crowded theatre, there obviously al atmosphere of the school. Therefore, I am in favor of | gui¢
Republican | education in a safe, enriching environment in close | have to be some restraints on what is funded with setting aside a brief “quiet time" in which each smdent | jyg
A N may silenlly pray and/or meditate without direction
proximity to home. tax doliars. : app:
from any particular group.
. i I believe that diversity is most important for our ] Most of our citizens believe in decency and govern That government not try to control the church, and I support prayer everywhere, but requiring a group :
Jim Richardson children because it teaches them at an early age to themselves accordingly. [ don’t believe in censor- that the church not try to control government. prayer is wrong. If a school child wants to give a
Democrat | P! the differences in each other. ship. ::)cn-vocll prayer anytime, | think he should have
opportunity.
While all four factors are important, | would prior- | It is impossible to set a set of standards we all could | Separation of church and state is very critical. Our I support moments of silence so that each individ- “§ Ium
Tom Vance itize diversity as most critical. We live in a com- | agree upon. What may appear “moral” to me may be | history and the history of other nations cle-rly ual, if he ch may do wh he wishes, God
3 plex society; our world contacts are ever expand- | offensive to others. I basically trust the judgment of | show how dang it is for religi hether it be prayer to his God or merely self- not,
Republican | ing. We must leamn how to work with and develop | the people to exercise their rights without seeking to | impose their doctrines on others. reflection. oy t
sona

Democrat

DISTRICT 2

C. Morgan Edwards
Republican

ferem—how much can the county afford to fund the schools
given all of the other funding needs that exist in the county.

(Did not receive response in time to publish)

never intended to be a board of censorship ror a board to
sct community standards.

blish)

(Did not receive in time to p

must be carcful 1o respect the religion of others and not
impase her own religious values on others.

(Did not receive response in time to publish)

munity of faith, not in public school.

(Did not receive response in time to publish)

Joel Carter .
Republican
Al (d ity, proximity, stability lnd utilization) are { Again, this is not the role of the county commissioners. Through the freedom of religion clause of the U.S. 1 support a moment of silent prayer but otherwise I do not 1bel
i 4 for g schools. [ | County commissioners have specific responsibilities and the cases inlerpreting that concept that have | suppont prayer in school. My own childhood experience plays | lic 1
K would no« pnonum onc over the others. County commis- | onder the law for setting the policies of and administer- been decided by the U.S. Supreme Coun. Basically, govern- a role in this since I ofien felt left out and embamassed | exan
Margarel Mar €y sioncrs shouldn’t make that choice—that is a decision for | ing the county as an arm of state government. They were | ment must not establish a religion but neither is it to prohibit | because my religion was different than my classmates. | regpy
the schoo! board. The commissioners’ responsibility is dif- the free exercise of religion. I belicve that a public official Religious values are best taught at home and through a com- play

Norman A. Mitchell, Sr.
Democrat

DISTRICT 3
Darrel J. Williams
Democrat
DISTRICT 4

John P. Helms

I have served on the Future School Planning Task
Force (Committee of 33). We found diversity, prox-
imity, stability and utilization were all important for
school planning.

I believe the most important priority should be
diversity. However, the other three—proximity, sta-
bility, and utilization—must also be used to proper-
ly analyze the location of schools.

The most important thing in my view for Charlotte
Mecklenburg Schools is neighborhood schools, at least
through clementary grades. This is where the foundation of
a good education [is] laid. These children need 1o be in their
own neighborhoods where their parents can participaie in all

Tolerance of others, good educational system,
respect for different religions, good and fair eco-
nomic base and citizen participation. All of these
components working together make Charlotte an
attractive place to live and work.

Our standards should be based on a well-governcd, safe,
prosperous, healthy, and educated community. They
should not be based on religious and moral beliefs of
individual elected officials. We must celebrate our diver-
sity, not tcar someone apart if they are different than you
are.

1am in complee agrecment with the costs in funding for the
Ans and Science Council. This is the most affluent segment
o{nwloulcmmumtyulimlhcleaﬂneedo{wbhc{w
ing. On d minors showld be
counsclcd by parents and not by govemment burcaucrais
with a one-size iextbook solution for all

The definition to me is just as it is stated, the sepa-
ration of church and state.

The state and church must remain separate entitics.
One must not interfere with the responsibilities of
the other.

Church and state should be completely separate.

No. You can pray anywhere at anytime.

Yes, 1 would support prayer in school. However,
prayer should be silent to allow everyone to pray
to whomever and however they wish.

1 see nothing wrong with prayer in school whether
it be silent prayer or a revolving prayer given by the
different religions present at that school. In my view
this would help build respect and knowledge for
cach other’s beliefs.

DISTRICT 5

Tom Cox
Republican

DISTRICT 6
Bill James

chublican school functions and PTA mectings without driving 20 miles
across lown 0 do so
The County Commission, by law, is not involved with
LlOyd SChCl' school placement so it is extremely difficult 1o give a
correct answer. My preference is the utiliza-
Democrat | ;5" each school to the fullest. Students and school

Republican

usage in the day and d and

facility at night.

hhork
L

Siting policies which: 1) Support the system’s highest
priority which is 40 graduate all children with skills to
keeplpnm,ob(mthomnafmly)ndhnc
opux the school’s role as an amchoring community

T\eC_-udneﬂhulhn&dNnnﬂ
or 30 a5 am price” fox d The School
ln-dlna-ungmn- “rele” -h.t--ty&:
only measwre. “Diversity” w0 them only inchudes Black chil-
dren (exclnding Asiens and Hispancs). Black chitdren are
cemered in the conter-city and are 100 far from “white seb-
wrbs” 10 be imegrated effectively. A qoality educasion i ast
3 quots or o leng bus ride

| have no right 10 deiermine what is right for anyone in
Meckieaburg Cownty. Our responsibilities, as elected offi-
cials, do not include iclling people what they can see. Choice
in a free society such as ours gives the individuals the right 10
sce. hear and 10 pacticipaie in the community. Citizens pay
the taxes therefore they should have the right 10 any cownsel-
ing programs available

1 am sure ! cannot.

Community Standards are the values we hold and the laws of
ouwr Stase. mdm.pmveddh “parents nghts™
i 1 amthoved on ¢ chmidren. Only one thand
-d.“hmnininky“behlmd-mdlﬁm
society.” We have laws that criminalize certain mamoral con-
duct aad the law should be npheld weeil 1 is changed by the
legistarure. Change the law, dom't break it or ignore .

As clected officials, [we] swear to uphold the
Constiurtion with our hand os the Bible. Not w0
uphold the Bible as some think. Church and State arc
separate, it is onc of the leading foundations [on
which] this country was established.

The state should guarantee that each person has the
freedom to worship in his own manner but should
not require the worship or observance of any one
religion.

Thomas Jeficrson’s lemer 0 the Dasbury Baptisus in 802
regarding 2 “wall of scparamon™ is widely misquoted and
receat disclosures from Jefferson have shown that it docs eot
mean what iberals have sad it does. The “wall™ he referred
10, was ¢ keep g from “csiablesking” a state reki-
ron. not pr ing men from g thew faith whevey-
1 ey wish (evea at Counly Commission moetings)

Silent prayers only. This would allow every student to
pray without hurting anyone else. As with the commis-
sioners’ mectings we must be respectful 1o others’
beliefs. | have started meetings off with a silent prayer
when it is my tun to lead the commission in prayer
while others do not care who they exclude.

Yes. 1 can sy that # should not be a prayer wrinea by any one
group or sect, by the school system, by the principsl, or by
uyuthalpuhlhmu\ulmyu-dmw‘

YES-——if stedest initisted and lod. | am im favor of
prayers s public functions and believe that each indi-
vidual who prays should do 0 as his comscieace and
God calls himn 10 (ot boud, silent or otherwise), | bristle
ot the idea that bocause | am Christian snd tsaght to pray
“im Jesus’ name.” | must sbandon nry faith while in the
public arena. That | will not do.
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Everetie A. Passaly, Jr.
Democra

1 beleve i meighhorhood schoals. Clildran shoukd go
dhe schools that ams closest 1o their meighbachands and
hwees. | belicve that the Sehoul board is wastmg 3 Wi of
t moaey sad schenl resources by bosing. Alsa. i Uime the
children are waiting {or bumes has thesn e belose they got
w schand. not very loval w e school and parents are lexs

My standasils and yous sancieds are diffcrem. . Bar,

youag people will mOt decass their problems with their par
cats. 20 merey whet thei- relationship is with their pa=ns

gov
ernmcnt should not fwnd any mmwncral plays a7 ant that is not
wiisea society’s siandacds | professionals that work wvh
young people are severely msvricicd when they Zanaot coun-
sel them when they Bave social o seawal problems. Mas:

The Usstod Statcs was fuunded on the fresdom of religion
Gad s owr § fon. We cannct clumd God from our
Febie tives. The church cannot rale prvernment as it did in
England and t reas of the world and a8  does oday is The
Middie East. Religion has 8 place aad hat s eaching = he
way we should eve and “zat other penple

tikeeily o heccme shvoived in thew clukiren s schonl.

Yes 1 o suppon peayer i= <2hool. | belicve if you want
0 pray before school and ot Jeach that should be the ste-
demi’s choice. i stwdeats want ©0 have an organized
umeting or study the Bible they chondd be aliowed ©. |
beticve wachers have the samme right.




