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Israeli Scouts Bring Israeli Culture and Spirit to
Shalom Park
“The Israeli Scouts Friendship 
Caravan”

Kids’ Triathlon, June 2

Tzofim Friendship Caravan, a 
group of highly talented Israeli 
boys and girls will perform in 
Goreliek Flail at Shalom Park at 
6 PM on Tuesday, June 25. The 
Tzofim Friendship Caravan is 
part of a larger delegation of Is
raeli Seouts who, eaeh summer, 
represent Israel at eamps and 
eommunities aeross North Amer- 
iea.

This summer, four Tzofim 
Friendship Caravans will travel 
throughout the United States and 
Canada, bringing Israeli eulture to 
North Ameriea through lively 
musieal programs made up of 

songs and 
danees. They 
perform both 
in Flebrew 
and English. 
Eaeh eara- 
van is eom- 
prised of ten
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ineredibly motivated and talented 
Israel Seouts, ages 16 and 17, and 
two adult leaders. The Tzofim 
Friendship Caravans will perform 
at eamps, eommunity eenters, 
synagogues, ehurehes, sehools, 
nursing homes, and hospitals 
throughout the summer months.

Now in their fortieth year, the 
Tzofim Friendship Caravan has 
been spreading their message of 
peaee, brotherhood, and friend
ship throughout North Ameriea. 
Through song and danee, eonver- 
sations and aetivities, they warm 
your hearts and bring a pieee of 
Israel right to you. There is no

better time to eelebrate in our 
shared heritage and to support the 
State of Israel.

See the best that Israel has to 
offer. Come to the Tzofim Friend
ship Caravan performanee on 
June 25.

The performanee is free and 
open to the eommunity. For more 
information eontaet the Federa
tion offiee at 704-944-6757.^

The Sandra and 
Leon Levine Jewish 
Community Center 
(LJCC) is hosting 
the 2nd annual 
Kids’ Triathlon on Sunday, June 2, 
to benefit the Levine Children’s 
Flospital. This speeial event is 
about more than just good, fun 
athletie eompetition - it is about 
giving baek. It is about ehildren of 
all ages and eultural baekgrounds 
swimming, biking, and running to 
help other ehildren working to get 
baek to doing those same aetivi
ties.

The Levine JCC Youth 
Triathlon will direetly support the 
rehabilitation programs at Levine 
Children’s Flospital. These pro
grams are available to infants and 
ehildren of all walks of life. After

a ehild suffers a signifieant injury 
or illness, they often need inpa
tient rehabilitation serviees to re
gain the strength and funetional 
skills neeessary to return home or 
to sehool. Levine Children’s Flos

pital provides the region’s 
only eomprehensive in
patient rehabilitation 
serviees for ehildren and 
adoleseents who have ex- 
perieneed a debilitating 
illness or injury. With a
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Rabbi Noam Raucher of Temple Israel Will Attend the 
19th World Maccabiah Games in Israel

Jeff Bukantz, General Chair
man, 19th Maeeabiah USA Or
ganizing Committee, announees 
the appointment of the USA Team 
to eompete at the Maeeabiah

Games in Israel, July 18-30. The 
Team, over 1,130 strong, will be 
the largest traveling delegation 
ever to travel from the USA to 
eompete in an International
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Olympie Committee- sanetioned 
event. There will be an additional 
group of over 300 friends and 
family to eheer on the Team.

As of today, there are 1,132 
Jewish Ameriean athletes and 
eoaehes that will eomprise Team 
USA. They eome from 37 States, 
the Distriet of Columbia, and Is
rael. Representing Charlotte is 
Rabbi Noam Raueher of Temple 
Israel.

“I’m really exeited to be going 
to Israel for the 19th Maeeabiah 
games,” Rabbi Raueher says. 
“This will be my seeond time at
tending the games in Israel. Last 
time was in the Summer of 2005, 
just before beginning rabbinieal 
sehool. Then I went as a Team 
Manager, but this time I’ll be 
going as Team Rabbi. Just before 
last year’s high holidays, I was 
eontaeted by Maeeabiah’s eentral 
offiee and told that I was on a 
short list for the position. They 
told me about the job, set up some 
interviews, and the rest is history.”

The Maeeabiah Games are 
about more than sports eompeti
tion. They are an opportunity for 
Jewish athletes from around the 
world to eonvene in Israel for an 
elite athletie eompetition and to

explore their eommon eulture and 
heritage in the historie Jewish 
homeland. “We take athletes that 
happen to be Jewish, to eompete 
in the Maeeabiah Games,” 
Bukantz eommented. “But we re
turn home with Jewish athletes 
who have a renewed sense of 
pride in their Judaism and in- 
ereased support for the State of Is
rael.”

Rabbi Raueher adds, “In addi
tion to typieal elergy responsibili
ties I’ll get a ehanee to do some 
teaehing and get to frame their ef
forts in athleties and friendly eom
petition in a Jewish way. My 
partner in erime. Rabbi Daniel 
Greyber of Raleigh, and I have 
been appointed ‘spiritual eoaehes’ 
for the games. ... The pageantry, 
friendships, spirit of Jewish unity, 
and feats of athletieism will fill 
my soul (and give me plenty of 
material for future sermons). ...”

The Maeeabiah Games are the 
third largest international sporting 
event in the world, after the Sum
mer Olympies and the Pan Am 
Games. There will be over 8,500 
partieipants from 70 eountries at 
the 19th World Maeeabiah 
Games. ^

eontinuity of eare that is unparal
leled, LCFI offers high level of 
eare outpatient programs. After re
lease from the hospital, LCFI pa
tients have the opportunity to 
partieipate in the Adaptive Sports 
and Adventures Program, whieh is 
a part of Carolinas Rehabilitation. 
This program, open to anyone in 
the eommunity, is designed to 
ehallenge youth (and adults) with 
physieal disabilities to develop 
skills that will lead to and enhanee 
an aetive and produetive lifestyle 
- one without barriers. In addition 
to the partieipation of ehildren 
from the Charlotte eommunity, 
there will be patients from the 
Adaptive Sports and Adventures 
Program raeing in the triathlon as 
well.

In 2012, thanks to all of our 
sponsors and fundraising families, 
we raised over $35,000 for reha
bilitation programs at Levine 
Children’s Flospital and the Adap
tive Sports and Adventures Pro
gram. The LJCC has reeeived a 
very generous Challenge Grant 
from The Leon Levine Founda
tion. It needs to raise $30,000 to 
reeeive an additional $10,000 
from The Leon Levine Founda
tion. Also, the top individual 
fundraiser wins a 3-night trip to 
Disney World plus park hopper 
passes, eourtesy of Mann Travels. 
Register today at www.ljeekid- 
stri.org. For more information 
please eontaet Julie Rizzo and 
julie.rizzo@charlottejee.org. ^
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