
The Charlotte Jewish News - February 2015 - Page 24

Empowering Today’s Teachers to Create 
Tomorrow’s Leaders
The LSJL Presents Mini-CAJE 
2015

The stage is set and the speak
ers are preparing for Mini CAJE 
2015, presented by the Levine- 
Sklut Judaie Library. Eaeh year 
the LSJL organizes a day of en- 
riehment for the teaehers on 
Shalom Park and beyond who en- 
rieh the lives of our ehildren on a 
daily basis. This year on February 
16, edueators will eonvene for a 
day of enriehment and inspiration 
designed to help them in the elass- 
room.

Beginning at 4 PM edueators 
will have the opportunity to attend 
workshops designed speeifieally 
for the age groups they teaeh. As 
part of the workshops. Dr. Barrie 
Morganstein from Southeast 
Psyeh will be presenting about 
ereating positive elassrooms. 
Other workshops of note inelude 
a session with Libby Rains from 
Jewish Family Serviees, a teeh- 
nology workshop designed to 
help edueators best use Torah 
Aura’s Prayer Teeh software, and

mueh more.
The workshops will run until 6 

PM when dinner will be served 
and a keynote address will be 
given. The keynote address will 
be given by Fred Grooms. Fred 
has spoken to thousands of eduea
tors and students aeross the United 
States as well as internationally. 
After serving in the military for 
five years, Fred left to rejoin eivil- 
ian life and business. Fie has been 
sueeessful in eorporate and non
profit businesses alike ineluding 
Toyota and Work Foree Serviees, 
a non-profit serving mentally 
handieapped adults. Flis passion is 
working with teaehers and stu
dents to help them realize their tal
ents and how to use them. In 
addition to his keynote speeeh, 
Fred will be eondueting a work
shop about guiding students 
through making ehoiees.

The event will be held at 
Shalom Park. Registration begins 
at 3:30 PM on Monday, February 
16. The event begins at 4 PM and 
ends with after dinner around

7 PM. For more information and 
to register for this event please 
eontaet Nieole Lamparello, Pro
gram Direetor of the Levine-Sklut 
Judaie Library via email at nlam- 
parello@shalomeharlotte.org or 
by phone at 704-944-6763. The 
deadline to register for this event 
is Monday, February 16. ^
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Temple Beth El Welcomes 
New Executive Director
By Amy Krakovitz

“So this is my new best friend,” 
says Laura Bernstein, referring to 
her ear GPS. As a reeent trans
plant to Charlotte, she is still get
ting used to our unusual traffie 
patterns. “I have yet to figure out 
how Rea Rd. runs parallel to Prov- 
idenee and then interseets it.” But 
she’s smiling, elearly pleased to 
be oeeupying the offiee of the Ex- 
eeutive Direetor at Temple Beth 
El.

Laura, husband Howard, and 
daughter Sanya, moved to Char
lotte in August of 2014, after 14 
years of living in Des Moines, lA.
“We needed a ehange, a new ad
venture,” she explained. And the 
winters in Iowa were easy to 
forego. In Des Moines, both Laura 
and Howard were small business 
owners; he ran a retail wine shop.
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Thank You Legacy Donors
The following individuals/farnilies are in the Book 
of Life Society and have granted us pernnission 
to share with you that Temple Beth El has been 
included as a beneficiary of their legacy gift.
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Jill Blurnenthal 
Gary and Susan Bogarad 
Marian [OEM] and Walter Brawer 
Marvin and Seta Cal I if 
Dr. Susan E. Cernyak-Spatj 
Bishop Cheen and 

Regina Rosenberg 
Judith and Richard Coates 
David Cohen 
Denise and Bob Cooper 
Andrea and George Cronson 
Marty and Fred Dumas 
Barry and Mary Ellen Eiarsky 
Larry farter and Sherri McGirt 
Peter and Dorflse Flur 
Y'honaian GImbel 
Rick Glaser and Ellen Reich

Nancy Glass 
Allen Gordon (OBM)
Alan and Mede Gottheim 
Dan and Faye Green [OBM] 
Karen Greenhiait 
Bill and Gloria Griffenbagen 
Ted and M.E, Hessberg 
Vicki Hopkins 
Jonathan Howard 
Dr^naldand Susan Jacobs 
David Jacobson 
Atyson Kalik
Rabbi Morion end Mary Kaplart 
Andrew and Susan Karp 
Barbara and Alan Katz 
Joan Kirschner
Robert P and Moira Quinn Klein 
Batty and Lorrie Klemons 
Bruce LaRowe and 

Aniia StrausS'Laflowe 
Jack I DBM I and Carol Lash 
David A. lash 
Janet and David Lefkowit?
Hatty Lernet
Leon and Satidra Levine
Norman and Donna [OBM] Levin

Ross C, Levin 
Gary and Janie Levinson 
Holly and Hal Levinson 
Jack and Alison Levinson 
Sam and Linda Levy 
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Jill and Ed Nevvman 
Larry and Carole Nicholson 
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Marc and Mattye Silverman 
Harry and Laurie Sparks 
Sophie SpolenderjQBMl 
Emery and Jacquilne Szabe 
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Amy and Mark Vitner 
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Sandra Gold Weinstein 
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Robert H.& Sandra Wolf 
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Laura Bernstein

she owned and operated Vision- 
Point, a training resourees eom- 
pany.

But her experienee in training 
and personnel and her MBA and 
doetorate in Edueation aren’t the 
only things that makes her a good 
fit for the Exeeutive Direetor po
sition. She also served as interim 
direetor of the Jewish Federation 
Community Sehool, where she 
eontributed to the ereation of a 
new presehool. This was in addi
tion to her many volunteer posi
tions in both the eommunity- 
at-large, as well as her synagogue.

The strueture of Shalom Park is 
somewhat familiar to her, as Des 
Moines also has a single eampus 
for many of its Jewish organiza
tions. The Caspe eampus houses 
the Federation, Jewish Family 
Serviees, Gan Shalom Presehool, 
Beit Sefer Shalom Community 
Religious Sehool, Engman Camp 
Shalom, the Jewish Community 
Relations Commission, and the 
Iowa Jewish Historieal Soeiety. 
While there are no synagogues on 
the eampus, Laura still said that 
working in eoneert with all the or
ganizations on Shalom Park was 
one of the many things that at- 
traeted her to the position at Tem
ple Beth El.

As Exeeutive Direetor, Laura 
will be responsible for HR, oper
ations, budget, building issues, 
engagement, and development 
through her relationships with the 
exeeutive eommittee, the building 
eommittee, and the finanee eom
mittee, to name a few. “Just the 
way the elergy lift us up spiritu
ally,” she says, “my goal is to lift 
our eongregation up toward our 
goal of relational Judaism, 
through the business side.”

In spite of her eonfusion at our 
loeal traffie patterns, Laura and 
Howard do love their new home 
here. “The diverse population is 
one of my favorite things about 
Charlotte,” she asserts. “The eul- 
tural diversity is a great ehange for 
us. It’s just exeiting to have so 
many different kinds of restau
rants.” In response to a look of eu- 
riosity, she replies, “Look, I know 
it’s not New York, but eompared 
to Des Moines, this is amazing.”^
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