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School
Students Recite Tehillim in CJDS After School Club
By Rabbi Avrohom Gordon

Mordechai gathered 22,000 
ehildren to study, fast and pray to 
save the entire Jewish people from 
Haman’s wieked plot. Students 
this year at Charlotte Jewish Day 
Sehool are gathering to reeite 
Tehillim (the Book of Psalms) at 
the newly launehed Tehillim Club. 
CJDS offers several after sehool 
elubs - Tehillim Club is one of the 
options. The elub is offered daily, 
with some students attending onee 
a week, and many ehoosing sev
eral days to attend. Attendanee 
levels are between 8-19 students 
daily.

King David was a great warrior 
and a mighty king, but our love 
for him is as the author of the 
Book of Psalms (Tehillim), the 
sweetest poetry of Israel. Not all 
the Psalms were eomposed by 
King David. David eolleeted them 
all and added the psalms of his 
own whieh he had eomposed with 
divine inspiration.

Rabbi Zalman Posner, OBM, 
writes that the siddur is of eourse 
the prayer book of the Jewish peo
ple, however prayer is not limited 
to the siddur. King David’s Psalms 
have been the “spontaneous 
prayer.” Although the words of 
Tehillim are defined, the feelings 
are spontaneous and individual. 
“We might say that the Tehillim is 
almost the personal siddur of 
every Jew.”

The Tzemaeh Tzedek writes:

“If you only knew its power and 
effeets ... you would spend every 
possible moment saying Tehillim. 
Know that the saying of Tehillim 
shatters all barriers ... and brings 
about kindness and mereies.”

The book Hayom Yom eom- 
piled by The Rebbe, Rabbi Men- 
aehem Mendel Sehneerson, of 
righteous memory, explains: “The 
daily reeital of Tehillim ... liter
ally affeets all of Israel, materially

in ehildren, life and sustenanee, 
and spiritually ...”

Walking the halls of CJDS, one 
eannot help but be moved by the 
purity of the students who ehant 
the holy words. We talk about 
some of the meaning, although 
time eonstraints limit the diseus- 
sion. Talking is not the main eon- 
eern. The students eome to pray. 
They pray for their families, their 
sehool, their eommunity, their

eity, and beyond. They pray for 
our brethren in Israel and the sol
diers who fight to proteet all its 
people.

“My grandma is siek, and I 
eome to pray for her,” says Oren.

“Tehillim aetually works. I 
prayed and it has helped,” replies 
another student.

The students explain how the 
elub ties in with this year’s motto 
at CJDS: “Give it all you’ve got.”
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As we reaeh the end of the fifteen 
minute session, the last two lines 
are belted out loud with mueh en
thusiasm. They give it their all, 
and they mean it. I tell them that I 
know with all my heart that God 
smiles at the efforts and He will 
surely answer their prayers. ^

May is C JP Appreciation Month
By Elka Bernstein, Director

“It is not what one says, but 
rather what one does, that makes 
a differenee.” - Pirkei Avot 1:17.

At the Charlotte Jewish Pre- 
sehool, our partnership and volun
teers make a differenee in our 
sehool eommunity. This May, we 
will take the time to thank all the 
individuals who have made The 
Charlotte Jewish Presehool an ex- 
eeptional early ehildhood eduea- 
tion program. Our sehool is 
unique in that we have three very 
speeial founding members - Tem
ple Beth El, Temple Israel, and the 
Sandra and Leon Levine Jewish 
Community Center. CJP is 
strengthened through the support 
and guidanee of Rabbi Murray 
Ezring, Rabbi Judy Sehindler, 
Rabbi Jonathan Freirieh, and 
Rabbi Noam Raueher. Phil 
Berman’s strong team at the LJCC

eontinues to provide professional 
support to the administration and 
teaehers of CJP, as well as exeel- 
lent enriehment programming for 
our students.

Along with the leadership of 
the founding members, the CJP 
Board of Direetors works hard to 
provide the sehool guidanee and 
direetion. For the 2014-2015 
sehool year, CJP would like to 
thank our eurrent Board of Diree
tors.

Jill Dinerman, President 
Andy Tueker, President-Eleet 
Darren Pieree, VP Finanee & 

Seholarship & Treasurer
Debby Weiss, VP Fund Devel

opment
Erie Wisotsky, Immediate Past 

President
Meri Siegel, PTO President 
Tom Boek, Katie Berman, 

Barry Bobrow, Amy Foster, Justin

Levine, Barrie Morganstein, 
Philip Sehreibman, AJ Seerist, 
Allen Sherman, Mare Sokolow- 
iez, Jessiea Weill, Joe Zeibert 

However, the support does not 
end here. CJP is infused with par
ents dedieated to providing their 
ehildren with a loving, nurturing 
and edueational environment. 
CJP’s PTO plays a vital and influ
ential role in the sueeess of CJP. 
CJP’s PTO is made up of our en- 
thusiastie parents and teaehers. 
They are driven to provide soeial 
eonneetions for our presehool 
eommunity, as well as finaneial 
support. Thanks to the PTO, the 
teaehers have eontinued to reeeive 
elassroom supplies and materials 
to enhanee the quality of elass
room instruetion. The PTO’s eon- 
tribution also allows CJP to 
maintain low teaeher to ehildren 
ratios, bring in speeial aetivities

for the ehildren, edueational ma
terials in the elassrooms as well as 
speeialists that work with the ehil
dren weekly. They also spend time 
ereating events for our families. 
Among the aetivities planned, the 
PTO had a fabulous First Day 
Cafe to the Parent Gala to Family 
Night Out. Leading the PTO this 
year are as follows:

Meri Siegel - President 
Ilyssa Rubenstein - Viee Presi

dent
Nikki Saeks - Treasurer 
Sheri Sisson - Seeretary 
Jenny Tueker - Room Parent 

Coordinator
When walking through our 

halls, you ean see the PTO eom- 
mittees and ehairpersons hard at 
work. Some of the faees you have 
seen are as follows:

Annual Fund Campaign, Debby 
Weiss
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Congratulations to our 

4‘s & Pre-K Students 
Class of 20141

At CJP, we are dedicated 
to instilling within each child 

an excitement towards learning 
& a joyful attitude toward Judaism.

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2015 
Sckeduh a Vmmat Tom Today!
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Age 1-PreK • Full & Half Day 
Located at Shalom Park
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