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Wishing for peace and knowledge
Student fights homophobia...Magic John

son announces he is HIV-i-...Catholic bishops 
say only “safe sex” is abstinence...Fox TV 
accepts condom ads...biblical scripture pos
ing as TV commercial condemns 
homosexuality...December 1 is World AIDS 
Day.

Can you imagine—we have a day to com
memorate AIDS, a day the world observes. 
Maybe in 5 or 10 or 15 years when AIDS has 
a vaccine, weTl still keep December 1 as 
World AIDS Day andrememberall the death, 
political infighting, and homophobia we ex
perienced in the 1980’s and 1990’s.

The buzzword during the past month has 
been education. How do we educate young 
people about safe sex? Is safe sex abstinence 
orprotection from condoms? WatchtheTV— 
sex sells. Now we’re hearing sex kills. If you 
are confused as adults, imagine what a teen
ager is going through.

Recently I attended a dinner party. Magic 
Johnson’s name came up. AIDS. Education. 
Homosexuality. All distinct issues but inex
tricably entwined.

A colleague began talking about his right 
to privacy when it come to letting his co
workers know he was gay. After all, it was his 
livelihood, and if it got out, business would 
erode and was that fair to him? No, it’s not 
fair.

My colleague went on to say that educa
tion was the only way to eliminate fear and 
build understanding. Yes, absolutely.

My colleague had recently overheard a co
worker comment that she knew that a sales
man visiting the office was gay by the way he 
moved. My colleague didn’t say anything. 
Nothing to stop the stereotype. Nothing to 
educate this woman about gay people. Noth
ing.

I have two conflicting emotions about this 
scenario. The first is anger—that he would 
talk about education and then do nothing to 
educate. After I calm down, I am saddened by

his choice, knowing I have made the choice in 
my past, knowing that many other people 
make the same choice. Therefore, by our 
silence, we condone the misperceptions of 
gay people that are part of our culture.

Courage and care
I get somewhat disheartened when I hear 

stories like this from friends and colleagues. 
As editor. I’ve had the opportunity to read 
hundreds of articles over the past year about 
discrimination, hate, fear, and violenceagainst 
gays and lesbians. I’ve also been privileged to 
read about the extraordinary courage and care 
individuals across the country, nay world, 
have provided in their community to fight for 
equal human rights.

I support my colleague, though I may not 
agree with his choice. Now it is up to me to 
“educate” him, and hope that he takes my 
views and rethinks some of his choices. Per
haps some day he, along with hundreds of 
others, will be strong enough to add their 
voices to the injustice, and a better world will 
finally come.

Many years ago while working the sum
mer stock circuit, a wonderful person and 
actress left this message on the callboard: 
“Fear knocked on the door. Faith answered. 
No one was there.” It was a very powerful 
message to me, and I have used it often to 
remind me that most things are not as daunt
ing as they seem. Now I pass the saying on to 
you with hopes and wishes that your holiday 
season is one of peace and joy. A wish that 
you find what you need to create your own 
everlasting happiness. A wish that homopho
bia will end—especially among gay people— 
and that we will live in harmony. A wish for 
your good health, and a hope that you will use 
your body and mind to do good for yourself 
and others.

May the universe protect you, guide you, 
teach you and love you always.

—Dan Kirsch, Editor
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I0:45A MCCtTharloMe

Msh GROW Brandi 
Buddies - Wttralneton 
I<5P Bryant Pnrfc 

SodatOub 
6:45PNcw LtfeMCt: 
7PMCC Hickory 
7:30PMCC Chariotte

THE MONTH’S
1
World AIDS Day 
Open House at MAP 
and Red Cross; House 
of Mercy p>erformanee 
S.A.L.G.A (Asheville)
5P Lutherans Concerned

8
Triad Coalition protest 
at Cracker Barrel 
Asheville Gay Men's 
Chorus Christmas 
Concert 8 pm 
NC L/G PoUtical 
Action Agenda meets 
6:30P Integrity

15
IP O.W.L Meeting at 
Liaisons 376-4745

8P Covered dish at 
New Life MCC

22
MCC Chariotte Pot Luck 
after morning service @ 
12:30 563-5810

7PGROW- Wilmington

7:30P Time Out Youth 
Croup

9P Bowling Ix«gue
Coiiseiitn Lanes

HAPPENINGS

MAP Board Meeting.

TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

TPOiwer • Asheville 
7;30PMAP.FPT/PW’A 

support group (MAP) 
ist&Jrd weeks

7;30P MAP - Bereavement 
support group
2nd &. 4th weeks

Bp Acceptance AA

4P Women and AIDS 
Support Group (MAP)

TPMAP-HfV.Positive 
SuM>ort Group

7:30P NAMES Project 
Panel-Making

11:00A AUP-PWA
Support Group

7PONE VOICE Rehearsal 
7:30PMAP-BIV-Po!dHve 

Support Group
BP CLA.R.iiL Groig) (Gay ^ 
Lesbian AA)87S-1482 or 
336-3067

BpAccqstaneeAA 4PGayfLMMaH 
OcerrutCfS Anonymous

3
7:30P First Tuesday Mtg. 

334-1886

4
7P Gay Parents

12
7:30P PFLAG Mtg.

364-1474

13
7:30P Lutherans Ccmcemed/ 
SC 803/736-1648

7
Atlanta Feminist Women's 
Chorus Concert

10
7:(X)P Chariotte Gay/Lesbian 
Leadership Coalition
532-8484

31
PARTIES GALORE!!

11&24
7:30P (Jueen City Friends

18
7:30 WOW Mtg. (535-8435) 
at Unitarian Church

8P Gay/Lesbian Film
376-9563

ONE VOICE Christmas 
Concert

7:30P Mature Gay Men
Call 882-1747

gp BWMT Game/Bar Night

9P Tradesmen Night Out

Q-Notes Pick-ups Legend: AB (Adult Bookstore); AC (Accommodations); BK (Bookstore/Newsstand); CH 
(Church); CL (Club); CO (Community Organization); RE (Retail Store); RS (Restaurant)

Georgia
Augusta
Recovery Room (CL)
Way Station (CL)
Savannah 
Qub One (CL)
Faces n (CL)

North Carolina 
Asheville 
Cahoots (RS)
O’Hcniy’s (CL)
Scandails (CL)-^ r\ rr 
Traxn(CL)

Charlotte 
The Attitude (CL)
Brass Rail (CL)
The Drawbridge (RS) 
Independence News (AB)
Liaisons (RS, CL)
Lupie’s Cafe (RS)
Manfred’s (CL)
Metrolina AIDS Project (CO) 
MCC-(niailottc (Cll)
New Life MCC (CH)
The Newsstand, Carolina Place 

Mall (BK)
The Newsstand, C^c^wold Mall (BK) 
The Newsstand, McMullen Ck (BK)

Newsstand Inti., Indep. Blvd. 
(BK)
Newsstand IntL, Prov. Sq. (BK) 
Oleen’s (CL)
Park Elevator (CL)
Repo Records, Central Ave. (RE) 
Repo Records, Tyvola Rd. (RE) 
Rising Moon Books (BK) 
Scorpio (CL)
Superior Feet Playhouse (RE) 
Video Adventures (AB)

Durham
The Alternative (CL)
Boxer's (CL)
Competition (CL)
The rower Company (CL) 
Southern Sisters Bookstore (BK)

Fayetteville 
e.G.’s (CL) 
aubOz(CL)
Fort Video and News (AB) 
Lynn’s Lounge (CL)
President Video and News (AB)

Gastonia
Gastonia News and Video (AB)

Greensboro 
The Palms (CL)

St. Mary's MCC (CH) 
White Rabbit (BK)
The Zone (CL)

Greenville
The Paddock Club (CL) 

Hickory
Club Cabaret (CL) 
MCC-Hickory (CH)

Jacksonville 
Friends Lounge (CL)

Raleigh
Capital Corral (CL) 
Legends (CL) 
Glenwood Park (CL) 
While Rabbit (BK)

Wilmington 
GROW (CO) 
McKay-Green Inn (AC) 
Mickey Ratz (CL)
The Palladium (CL)

Winston-Salem 
Bourbon Street (CL) 
Oldtown News (BK) 
Pegasus Books (BK)

South Carolina
Charleston 
The Arcade (CL)
Charleston Beach B&B (AQ 
Dudley's Inc. (CL)
Frannies (CL)

Columbia 
Affairs (CL)
Capitol Club (CL)
Link's (CL)
Matrix (CL)
Opic’s ((X)
Spanky’s (CL)
Traxx (CL)

Duncan
Hilltop Lounge (CL)

Florence 
Zippers (CL)

Greenville 
Bushwackers (CL) 
MCC-Greenvillc (CH)
New Attitude (CL)
The Castle (CL)

Hilton Head 
M.J.’s (CL)

Myrtle Beach 
Offshore Drilling Co. (CL) 
Time Out (CL)
The Underground (CL)

Rock Hill
Hide-A-Way (CL)

Spartanburg 
Cheyenne Cattlemen's 
Qub (CL)

Tennessee
Greenville
Timberfell Lodge (AC)

Johnson City 
MCC Tri-Cities (CH) 
New Beginnings (CL)

Virginia
No^olk
Max Images (BK)

Washington, D.C. 
Lambda Rising (BK)

14
ONE VOICE Concert

qCF Christmas Party

3PMENAMORE Mtg. 
930P MENAMORE Bar 
Night at Mickey Ratz


