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and their colleagues found that interleukin-2
(IL-2) boosted levelsof CD4+ T cellsin some
patients for more than two years, a far longer
time than typically seen with currently avail-
able anti-HIV drugs.

“This study provides the strongest evi-
dence so far that it may be possible to rebuild
and maintain the damaged immune systems
of HIV-infected individuals,” said Dr. Lane.
“Ongoing studies of intermittent infusions of
IL-2 will determine whether the increases in
CD4+ T cell counts seen in this trial will
translate into clinical benefits.”

In the NIAID study, patients received IL-
2 intravenously for five consecutive days
every two months. All participants took at
least one approved antiretroviral drug such as
AZT orddl during the study. T cell measure-
ments were made one and two months after
each course of IL-2.

In six of 10 patients who started the study
with T cell counts higher than 200 per cubic
millimeter (mm3) ofblood, T cell counts rose
by more than 50 percent after 12 months. The
remaining four had stable T cell counts or
showed a slight decline.

Of the 15 patients who started the study
with T cell counts below 200/mm3, only two
showed a 50 percent Increase in their T cell
count. In the remaining 13, no significant
increasesin T cell counts were observed, and
side effects were considerably more severe
than in the patients with baseline T cell counts
above 200/mma3.

In several patients, the rise in T cells was
dramatic — for example, one individual’s T
cell count rose from 554 to 1,993 cells/mm3
after 12 months on IL-2. A healthy person
usually has 800 to 1,200 T cells/mma3.

“Although current anti-HIV drugs have
transient benefits, especially for individuals
in late-stage disease, they do not prevent the
immunologic deterioration associated with
HrV disease,” said Dr. Lane. “Itis increas-
ingly evident that preservation and restora-
tion of the immune systems of HIV-infected
people are necessary if they are to live for
longer periods oftime. This study shows that
IL-2 may help accomplish this. We believe
the principles established here for augmenta-
tion of the T helper cell limb of the immune

system might also benefit patients with other
diseases characterized by decreased T cell
function.”

IL-2, originally called T cell-growth fac-
tor, is produced in the body by T cells and has
potent effects on the proliferation and differ-
entiation of a number of immune cells, in-
cluding T cells, B cells and natural killer cells.
Commercially, 1L-2 is produced by recombi-
nant DNA technology and is licensed for the
treatment of metastatic renal cell cancer.

MT kills gay registration bill

The Montana Senate has reversed itselfon
an anti-gay vote it held March 21, which
would have equated gays and leshians with
murderers and rapists under state law, and
would have required those convicted under
the state’s sodomy law to register for life with
the police. Republican Governor Marc Racicot
had promised to line-item veto the provision.

“We were assured that Governor Racicot
would put a stop to this outrageous bill,” said
Richard Tafel, executive director of Log Cabin
Republicans, the nation’s largest lesbian and
gay Republican organization. “The Senate
reversed itself because it had no choice.”

Log Cabin Republicans had condemned
the Senate vote approving the law, calling it
“big government at its most dangerous,” and
had coordinated a national grass-roots re-
sponse to protest its passage. Tafel credited
Racicot with being a voice of reason.

“The Governor saw how unreasonablethis
bill was and made his feelings known,” Tafel
said. “We should continue to work to educate
our leaders so that we can avoid legislation
like this in the future.”

“This bill is a frightening example of the
insidious dangers ofsodomy taws,” said Robin
Kane of the National Gay & Lesbian Task
Force. “Sodomy laws, even when not fully
enforced, classify all gay men and lesbians as
criminals and are used as weapons in public
debate. Our criminal status under these laws
is cited as justification for policies that deny
us our rights and dignity. This effort to have
gay men and lesbians register with police
officials is an unprecedented backlash against
our movement for equality.”

Currently 22 states have laws barring sod-
omy. Six states, including Montana, bar only
homosexual sodomy.
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“We, the Charlotte Business Guild (CBG), a
not-for-profit organization, are an independent
cimplolt K 26255-5425  group of gay and lesbian business people, pro-
704-565-5075 fessionals, and friends of the community who
provide a supportive environment in which to make business
and social contacts. As a group, we take pride in who we are,
and are committed to involving ourselves responsibly in the
welfare of the community. We welcome persons of all back-
grounds and interests as members. Itis our goal that members
actively network and participate, benefit from their involve-
ment, and work to promote the positive image of the gay and
lesbian community.”

CHRISTIE'S

For Your
Adult Gifts,
Gags & Lingerie!

Selection of hotter}-powered personal inassatiers in stock now.

Monday-Saturday ‘til Midnight
« Sunday ‘til 10pm
18 to enter, please

Exotic Swimwear
Outrageous jokes & gifts
Sensuous oils & lotions
Hilarious party games
Office & party supplies
Magazines

Over-the-Hill

Unusual cards

Videos

T-Shirts

Video Rentals — $15.°° Membership fee ¢ $3.°° per day
Monday & Tuesday Special — Rent one get one for $1.*°

2802 Guess Road
(1 block north of 1-85)

Durham, NO 27705
(919) 620-6881

3800 Sycamore Dairy Rd.
Fayetteville, NO 28303
(910) 860-1776



