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IF YOU HAVE HIV AND MONEY
HAS BECOME A CONCERN . . .

We understand the financial difficulties that
occur when living with a life threatening illness.

Viatical Benefits
Foundation. Inc

is here to help you sell your
life insurance policy!

Gay Owned and Operated

Book learnin’ got you frazzled?

Sometimes you can’t find all the answers in a book.
Experience can go a long way in solving problems —
especially in typesetting and printing. From text only
documents to photo-rich magazines and catalogs,
we've done them all. And nojob is too small nor too
big for Pride Publishing & Typesetting.

Instead ofgrabbing yet another book (which may only
further confuse you on dpi, Ipi, screen percentages,
halftones vs. line shots, process vs. spot color, etc.),
give us a call so we can help solve your problems.

PRI

4037 E. Independence Blvd.
Suite 611
Charlotte, NC 28205

PUBLISHING&  704/531-098
TYPESETT' NG 704/531-1361 fax

Create a sanctuary of your own with
these hand-poured candles of classic
proportion. Their rich, luminous color
and subtle texture is a modern way to
illuminate and scent your atmosphere.
Auvailable in four shapes and colors and
two fragrances to elevate the spirit.
The presentation is further perfected
by placing one or more candles at the
center of a deep black glass plate which
can also be used as a resting place for
Donna Karan potpourri. Donna Karan
home products sold exclusively at....

332-5454 « 1235-f Cast Blvd, Charlotte
Hours 10:30-6 Mon.-Sat. or by Appointment

Gift Certificates Available ¢ Visa. Mastercard.
American Express and Diners Club Welcome

APA resolution
on “reparative
therapy” delivers
blow to ex-gays

by Kim Mills
Special to Q-Notes

CHICAGO—O0On August 14, the American
Psychological Association (APA) passed a reso-
lution that represents a setback to proponents
ofso-called “reparadve” or “conversion” therapy
that aims to turn a patients homosexual orien-
tation into a heterosexual one.

“These therapies amount to nothing more
than psychological terrorism and are usually
performed by practitioners who harbor intense
bias against gay people,” said David M. Smith,
Human Rights Campaigns senior strategist.
“These practitioners usually are affiliated with
extremist religious groups that promote the il-
lusion that sexual orientation can be changed
to further their political aims.”

The resolution, which passed overwhelm-
ingly at the APA convention in Chicago, as-
serted that there is no sound scientific evidence
on the efficacy of these therapies. Some clini-
cians have compared these techniques to efforts
to make left-handed people right-handed; they
may learn to use their right hands, but they
still are innately left-handed.

The National Gay and Leshian Task Force
was not pleased by the resolution. The agency's
direaor expressed disappointment that the APA
stopped short of calling for an end to conver-
sion therapies. In a letter to the APA, Execu-
tive Direaor Kerry Lobel noted that “anything
short of full condemnation for this repugnant
practice leaves the door open for reparative
therapy's further escalation.

“The real victims ofthose misguided thera-
pies are clients attempting to bear the weight
ofhomophobia in society and within their own
families,” she argued. “As they seek counseling,
they should experience self-validation and sup-
port for living a healthy and full life regardless
of their sexual orientation. While some adults
may give their consent to conversion therapy,
many are coerced into doing so. The most vtd-
nerable are young people at the mercy of con-
fused parents or adult guardians seeking to erase
their own shame or guilt about their child’s
sexual orientation. Allowing conversion treat-
ments to remain a viable option assures that
many will endure potentially cosdy, pauiflil and
traumatic procedures that could inaease rather
than relieve suffering.”

Supporters of reparative therapy demanded
that the APA make a statement on these “treat-
ments” because they have been under intensive
debate within the profession and in the larger
society.

The resolution did strongly reaffirm that
homosexuality is not a mental illness and that
psychologists must not participate in or con-
done discriminatory practices with sexual mi-
nority clients.”

In addition, the APA resolution called on
psychologists to “respea the rights ofindividu-
als, including sexual minority clients, to pri-
vacy, confidentiality, self-determination and
autonomy.” And it direaed psychologists to
obtain appropriate informed consent to therapy
when working with sexual minority clients,
including minors.

But even this statement has not quieted pro-
ponents of reparative therapy. They view the
statement as political. T
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Learn to dive — or enjoy
skills you've already
learned — on the idyllic
island of Saba. Call for
our free catalog of
aaive vacations for
gay men and lesbians.

fanoM uuYcmmcr
1-800-825-9766

««w.a)y9ona(tventufs.com



