On December 18, President Clinton (center) announced the release of$479
million in new Ryan White funding. Also pictured are Dr. Scott Hill,
Chairman, Presidents Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (1) and Sandy Thurman,
Director of the Office of National AIDS Policy (r).
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organization. They responded with Bible read-
ings, a video presentation, a dramatic musical
interpretation and personal messages of faith.
It was an emotional and uplifting morning for
both the participants and the congregants —
many ofwhom shed tears ofjoy.

As part ofan upcoming event dubbed “The
Shoes Project,” members will be asked to find
an inspirational figure within another oppressed
group (such as Rosa Parks or Cesar Chavez)
and decorate a pair ofshoes to reflect that indi-
vidual. Honeycutt explains, “Sometimes we can
do in someone else’s shoes what we can't do in
our own.”

When asked about her motivation to assist
GLBT youth, Honeycutt recalls a conference
she attended in Washington, DC. Someone
asked her what the local church was doing to
help the gay community in the Charlotte area
and she realized that the honest answer was not
enough. She states, “Itwas at that moment that
I realized | had to change that.”

As the founder and an independent contrac-
tor ofJourney, Honeycutt wears many hats. She
has attended leadership school to better man-

Decisions
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tody of their mother, Kimberly Boswell.

The Court ofSpecial Appeals found that the
cruel restrictions, which neither the mother,'the
social worker assigned the case, nor the
children’s psychologist had requested, were an
abuse of court discretion.

Adoption setback

In the first such ruling from an Ohio appel-
late court, the state Court of Appeals in Akron
ruled in the case ofIn re: Adoption ofJane Doe
that second-parent adoptions, which allow a
person to adopt the children of her or his un-
married partner without terminating the
partner's parental status, were not possible for
lesbian or gay parents under Ohio law.

Writing for a unanimous three-judge panel.
Judge Sheila G. Farmer said, “Although we are
mindful ofthe dilemma facing the parties and
are sympathetic to their plight, it is not within
the constitutional scope of judicial power to
change the face and effect ofthe plain meaning
of [Ohio adoption law].”

“Trish Smith” and “MarciaJones,” have been
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age the organization and is very active in
fundraising efforts. Although Journey receives
money for academic scholarships from MCC-
Charlotte each week, it gets no money for gen-
eral operating expenses — to cover things like
salaries or supplies — and needs additional fi-
nancial assistance.

GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educa-
tion Network), a New York-based organization
tliat works on GLBT issues in schools and col-
leges (and is headed by NC native Kevin
Jennings), has grown to 80 chapters in four
short years. Honeycutt predicts that Journey's
unique focus on spirituality and education will
lead to the same explosive growth.

When asked about the difficulties of main-
taining a new organization, Honeycutt
downplays the challenges and responds, “There
is nothing that would stop me.” She likens
Journey’s role to her favorite quote from Alice
in Wonderland, “Ifyou don't know where you're
going, any road will get you there.”

“Journey’s goal is to give youth a direction
both spiritually and academically,” she intones,
“so they’ll know where they're going.”

For more information, including volunteer
and sponsorship opportunities, contact Kim
Honeycutt at (704) 531-6900. T

in a committed relationship since 1981 and
jointly planned to bring their daughter “Jane
Doe” into the world via alternative insemina-
tion. Marcia is the biological mother, but both
women have raised Jane since birth.

Patricia M. Logue, managing attorney of
Lambda’s Midwest Regional Office, said,
“Adoption is supposed to be about what's best
for children. It's disappointing that the court
focused on narrow legal questions rather than
on providing Jane with the security that other
children take for granted — like the right of
both mothers to make medical decisions for
her.”

Lambda is considering an appeal to the Ohio
Supreme Court.

In 1996, the mothers asked the Summit
County Court of Common Pleas to grant them
a second-parent adoption which are available
to non-gay stepparents in Ohio.

The trial court denied the request, saying
that under the Ohio Adoption Act, Trish could
not adopt Jane without first terminating
Marcia’s legal status as parent. On appeal.
Lambda argued that previous adoption cases
had established the court’s authority to grant
second-parent adoptions. T
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sSummer Enrichment Programs — G.O.A.L.S. and P.A.T.H.

£"ducational Stipends — Parking Pass, Application Fees
/4bademic Assistance — Support, Guidance, Unity

Spirituality Programs — Acceptance, Equality, Empowerment

Providing LGBT and straight youth allies with
SeASof opportunities.

The journey begins with you...

Kim Honeycutt, MSW, CCSW-P
704-531-6900 |Joumey@concentric.net

UNTO LEATHER?

(Mention this ad and receive $200 off your purchase)
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Na1 la Lather Seatingl

Mon-Thurs 10-8
Fri & Sat 10-6
Sun 12-6

No. 1 In Quality « No. 1 In Nationwide Customer Service ¢ No. 1. In Premium Leather Selection
No. 1'In Leather Sectionals ¢ No. 1 In Product Knowledge ¢ No. 1 In Delivery

Individually Handcrafted and Made-To-Order

Choose from over 42,000 possibilities! Leather Center has 12 distinctive leather
grades so you can be sure to find the one that fits your lifestyle. We have also
developed over 50 styles and 70 colors, and with over 75 colors on sale now,
you can find one perfect for your taste and color scheme. And remember, ONLY
LEATHER CENTER can deliver your leather seating in two weeks!

10420 D Centrum Pkwy. < Pineville, NC « 704.341.1240

Meet a Friend of the Family!

Introducing The Carolinas’ newest addition to the
dating scene...

" Finally,

n introduction servic®
made just for

To help fill our
database

Only
$10 to

To help fill our
database

LeCs facev/t
the local hangout is not exactly thFpla‘'c”™ou want to meet the person of
your dreams, those phone dates”*ren’t 0”*en who they say they are and
the INTERNET?? Honey, pleaseT So”why not take the opportunity to
get to know a potential date beforC/Vou meet! Single, professional
people are using these services all over the country to meet new and
exciting people, now there’s a service tailor-made for US!

We feature written, digital and video profiles, as well as a private
personal voice mailbox system in a discreet, professional environment.
We can assist you in finding the people who are looking for you!
Whether you are recently single, new to the area or just looking to
make some new friends, let us help!

During our GRAND OPENING we are filling our database with new
and exciting people like you by offering this fantastic discount. Join now
for only a $10.00 enrollment fee!

Call Today! 704-536-7200
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