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viewpoint
Log Cabin members 
do what they must

Earlier this month, the Log Cabin Republi­
cans (LCR), the largest gay and lesbian organi­
zation in the GOP, joined their party in en­
dorsing Texas Governor George W. Bush for 
President of the United States. The organiza­
tion did this despite Bush’s opposition to nu­
merous policies which many gay Republicans 
support, including gay marriage, hate crimes 
laws, gay and lesbian adoption rights, and the 
freedom to serve in the military.

To win the LCR’s backing. Bush did not 
have to recant his previously stated position that 
same-sex sexual behavior should remain a crimi­
nal act in the state of Texas. Nor did he even 
have to endorse the Employment Non-Dis- 
crhnination Act (ENDA), a bill for which the 
LCR has lobbied long and hard in the US Con­
gress. '

The truth of the matter is that to gain the 
endorsement of this pro-gay rights organiza­
tion, George Bush had to do virtually nothing 
at all to demonstrate his support for gay rights. 
He simply had to provide a general indication 
that, if elected president, he would not exclude 
gay Americans from his administration solely 
because of their sexual orientation, and that, 
on occasion, he may even listen to their con­
cerns.

With the aforementioned matters in mind, 
one might very easily conclude that gay Repub­
licans have chosen a course that is antithetical 
to gay rights. But while there are many legiti­
mate grounds on which one could critique the 
LCR, before reaching a conclusion that the 
organization’s endorsement of Bush is in and 
of itself highly detrimental to the gay rights 
movement, it is necessary to carefully consider 
the critical function that gay Republicans must 
play if this movement is to ultimately prove 
successful: that of swaying Republican Party 
members to the gay rights cause.

The importance of persuading Republicans 
to support pro-gay policies cannot be over­
stated. Despite the fafct that even the most cur­
sory review of political history indicates that 
far more members of the Democratic Party are 
supportive — indeed, much more supportive 
— of pro-gay policies than are their Republi­
can counterparts, gay rights cannot be achieved 
by Democratic support alone. Consequently, 
regardless of whether we are talking about the 
Gay Civil Unions Law in Vermont, the Em­
ployment Non-Discrimination Act in Nevada, 
or the Hate Crimes Law in New York, in state 
after state, it has been and continues to be nec­
essary for the gay rights movement to attract 
some Republican support (along with strong 
Democratic backing) in order to attain even a 
handful of its many policy objectives.

To be sure, the need for Republican sup­
port does not end with the establishment of 
pro-gay policies. During the past quarter cen­
tury, gay and lesbian activists across the coun­
try have watched time and again as anti-gay 
organizations have called upon Republican al­
lies to help successfully repeal gay rights laws.

The lesson of these defeats is that if gay rights 
won today are to be secure in the long-term, 
gay men and women must build a base of sup­
port within both major political parties. That 
goal has, to a significant though not a com­
plete degree, been accomplished within the 

• Democratic Party. It must now be achieved in 
a smaller but nonetheless meaningful way, 
within the GOP. And despite the efforts of non­
partisan gay and lesbian organizations, who is 
truly in a better position to sway often obsti­
nate Republican officeholders than fellow Re­
publicans?

The great hurdle facing gay Republicans is 
that, aside from abortion-rights activists, there 
is probably no other group within the GOP 
whose cause is more unpopular to the broader 
party membership. Thus, gay Republicans must 
continually prove their party loyalty if they are 
to build a sound base of support. Which re­
turns us to the issue of the LCR endorsement.

Simply put, if the LCR had failed to en­
dorse the man who has drawn support from all 
wings of the party and is often hailed as the 
most moderate Republican presidential nomi­
nee of the past two decades, there is little doubt 
that the group would have risked exclusion from 
a possible Bush Presidential Administration and 
seen its already low level of credibility among 
Republicans severely jeopardized. And make no 
mistake about it. A damaged LCR would be 
bad for gay Republicans and bad for the gay 
rights movement.

Certainly, if the LCR’s support for Bush had 
the potential of influencing the election, there 
would be legitimate cause for concern. But, it 
is highly unlikely that this 10,000 member or­
ganization will change the outcome of the 2000 
presidential contest. Thus, all things considered, 
and despite appearances to the contrary, the 
endorsement of George W. Bush signals that 
the gay Republicans of the LCR may very well 
be headed in the direction in which the gay 
rights movement needs them to be: on their 
way to becoming Republican insiders who are 
already out of the closet and out for basic gay 
rights.

All this is not to say that, in the months 
ahead, LCR members should be given a free 
ride if they seek to justify their endorsement by 
claiming that Bush actually supports gay rights. 
After all, it is one thing for gay Republicans to 
be inside and out, and quite another for them 
to turn the truth on its head. ▼

—Jesse R. Borges, PhD 
New York

[The writer holds a doctorate in Political Sci­
ence from Princeton University and has lectured 
and written extensively on issues pertaining to race, 
gender and sexual orientation.]
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Just voted “Best GLBT Web Site in the 
Carolinas” by the readers of Carolina 
Rainbow News. Surf over and check it out 
for yourself.
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