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GLSEN calls on Bush nominee Paige to combat harassment
WASHINGTON, DC —With President 

George Bush’s nomination of Houston In
dependent School District (HISD) chief Rod 
Paige to head the US Department of Educa
tion, the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educa
tion Network (GLSEN) restated its call for 
the incoming Secretary to utilize every avail
able resource to combat the pervasive harass
ment leveled against gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender (GLBT) youth in America’s 
schools.

“We look forward to working with the 
new Secretary to make sure that no children, 
including those who happen to be lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or transgender, are left behind,” 
stated GLSEN Executive Director Kevin 
Jennings, who noted a recent Centers for Dis
ease Control and Prevention study indicat
ing that lesbian, gay and bisexual students 
are more than three times as likely as non
gay students to be threatened with a weapon

while at school. “Mr.
Paige has earned a 
reputation as a re- 
sults-oriented ad
ministrator inter
ested in holding 
schools accountable.
We, too, want to 
hold schools ac
countable — ac
countable to the no
tion that all students 
deserve environ
ments of safety and 
basic respect.”

According to 
GLSEN, the Secre
tary of Education is 
responsible for the overall direction, super
vision, and coordination of all activities of 
the Department and is the principal adviser

Rod Paige

to the President on 
Federal education 
priorities, policies, 
programs, and ac
tivities related to 
education in the 
United States. 
GLSEN will call on 
the nominee to:

• Support and 
fully enforce existing 
Title IX standards 
regarding student- 
on-student harass
ment, including that 
which is leveled 
against GLBT stu
dents;

• Commit to the full enforcement of fed
eral nondiscrimination laws through the U.S. 
Department of Education Office for Civil

Rights;
• Make fair-minded appointments as he 

nominates deputy secretaries and assistant 
secretaries; and

• Ensure that all DOE-issued safe schools 
resources address harassment and violence 
based on sexual orientation and gender iden
tity.

The incoming President “stated time and 
time again that our schools must be held ac
countable - and we hope that he will help to 
hold them accountable to protecting some 
of our most at-risk students,” said GLSEN 
Public Policy Director Mary Kate (MK) 
Cullen, who heads the organization’s Office 
for Public Policy in Washington, DC.

“We look forward to the new Secretary of 
Education setting a positive tone and adding 
his voice to the growing chorus of voices 
working to end anti-gay harassment in K-12 
schools.” ▼

community cards

CONNIE J. VETTER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Issues 
Wilis • CAN Arrests • Adoptions • Name Changes 

Contracts • Guardianship • Expunctions 
Speeding Tickets • Etc.

Charlotte: (704) 567-5530

Nan Walker, M.S., Ph.D.
Licensed Professional Counselor
Counseling and Psychotherapy 
Individuals, Couples, Women in Transition

The Terry Building, Suite 205 
1801 E. 5th Street 
Charlotte, NC 28204 (704) 358-9721

The Tradesmen
Leather / Levi Club 
www.TheTradesmen.org

V A LEATHER BROTHERHOOD

(Visit Our Website For 
Upcoming Events And 

Leather Community News 
Club Nights 1 st Fridays Monthly 
The Brass Rail - Vi/ilkinson Blvd

Dance Music Specialist
Open:

Monday - Saturday 
12-8 

Sunday 
1-6

1514 Central Ave. 
Charlotte, NC 

1-704.334.1788 
1-704.371.4344

MercetleS'Benx

Connie DeVersa
Mercedes-Benz Representative

Connie @ beckimports.com 

www.beckimports.com

Beck Imports of the Carolinas 
5141 E. Independence Blvd. 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
Telephone: (704) 535-6400 
Direct Line: (704) 972-5369 
Fax: (704)532-1926

n 8 W. Arctic Avenue 
PO. Box 41
Folly Beach, SC 29439

(843) 588-9443
chuckbeach@aol.com

-fRlSl4-
WORKS

Home Improvements and Repairs

(704) 517-8653 

Trish Francis, Owner 

Licensed and Bonded

Menu By Melissa

Phone & Voice Mail; 704.377.8422 
Pager 1.800.864.8444 

Email: melissawoods@msn.com

Create Balance In Your Life
A Personal Chef Plans Your Menus, 

Grocery Shops, and Copies In Your Home 
Saving You Time and Money

Daily, Weekly & Monthly Availability 
licensed. Insured, and Bonded

Call Today To Schedule 
An Appointment

401 EAST BOULEVARD, SUITE 110, CHARLOTTE, NC 28203

MOVING TO CHARLESTON? 
CALL CHARLIE!

1629 McClain Street • Charleston, SC 29407 
Office: 843.571.3573 • Mobile: 843.813.03.52 

FAX 843.556.7790 
www.csareale.state.com 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

CONNECTION 
DATING NETWORK
Your Connection to the Perfect Mate

1101 Tyvoia Road • Suite #109 
Charlotte, NC 28217 
(704) 525-8333 
Hours:
Mon. - Fri. - 6:00 p.m. -11:00 p.m.
Sat. - Sun. - Noon to 9:00 p.m.

Low-cost, video dating club

FREE!
For a limited time.

♦

Equality
Mortgage

^ Services \nc

501 Covil Ave 
Suite 2 
Wilmington 
NC 282403

www.equalitylending.com

Sheree Harrell
President

sharrell@equalitylending.com

phone; 910-762-5770x202 
fax: 910-762-4941
toll free: 877-834-8920 
mobile: 910-232-5545

iJ|wy
Tile Impressions

Marble, Granite, Slate & Ceramic Tile

Jim Butler

Office: (704) 843-2684 
Toll Free: 1-877-606-Tile

P.O. Box 786 
Waxhaw, NC 28173

www.tileimpressions.net

NEW t LIFE
We are God's Work of Art

New Life Metropolitan Community Church

1900 The Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina 
(at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church) 

Services at 7 pm Sundays

Phone: (704) 334-0350 Beeper: (704) 353-2518 
E-mail: MCCNewLife@aol.com 

Mail: P. O. Box 221404 Charlotte, NC 28222-1404

SCOTT THOMPSON
Hair Designer

®(Hair Plus
COMMITTED TO TOTAL CLIENT SATISFACTION

The Arboretum 
8022 Providence Road 

Suite 500
Charlotte, NC 28277 
Tel; (704) 541-8898

COOOyf'EAR
USA BRANDENBURG
Store Manager 
Performance Tire Specialist

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
8816 Harvest Oaks Drive 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27615 
(919)870-6025 • FAX; (919) 870-5049

For all your automotive service needs.
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