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“Jersey Boys” — It is a classic American
tale, straight out of the 1960s. Recounting the
life and times of the hit group the Four
Seasons, this musical is a favorite among old
and young alike.

The musical will run in Raleigh June 24
through July 18 at Progress Energy Center. Q-
Notes had the opportunity to speak to
Jonathan Hadley, who plays the Four Seasons’
bisexual producer Bob Crewe. A Charlotte

DESCRIPTION

native and Myers Park High School graduate,
the openly gay Hadley attended the University
of North Carolina School ofthe Arts in
Winston-Salem and has been performing live
for two decades now.

Tell us a little bit about you. Howd
you get involved in theater?

It all started when | was five years old. |
worked with the Charlotte Children's Theatre
and the Central Piedmont Summer Theatre. |

did all that through high school and in col-
lege did a lot of classical training, which was
fantastic. | moved to New York and just
started auditioning. One of my first jobs was
in the original tour of“Into the Woods.” | got
to work with Steven Sondheim and
Charlotte Ray and all these wonderful peo-
ple right out of school. That was a real gift.
When did you join up with the
“Jersey Boys” tour, and how is life

Move- In Special! Lots of room for
Family, InLaws, or Roommate!

Schedule your Viewing ""NOW This is the
one you’re looking for.

5123 Greenbrook Drive
Charlotte, NC 28205

MLS: 854822
List Price: $149900

Recently renovated this 3br,2 bth, tri- level is perfect for First Time Homebuyers, a Growing
Family, a family with live- in relatives, or roommates. Lower level has Den, Full bath. & BR with
seperate entrance and privacy door. Upper levels are complete with Large LR, DR, Kit, Bath,
and 2 BRs. Great neighborhood. Lots of trees, wide sidewalks, with- in walking distance of
international dining, Community Park. Nature Preserve, & shopping. Only 10 mins to Center
City, and Two blocks to transit system access. This is a Great Home, in a Great Location, ata
Great Price. Qualifies for Financing thru BB&T,s "C- H-1- P program.

PROPERTY FEATURES

« Recently updated. Fresh paint inside & out.

* Roof replaced in 2007

« Beautifully finished hardwood fioore
* New ceramic tile in kit & living room

« Kitchen cabinets updated with new hardware
1 Electric Range/ oven, Refrigerator, Dishwasher & Disposal
» Updated electrical, with new light fixtures

* Laundry with washer & dryer included

* Nostalgic knotty pine paneling & new carpet in lower den
* Ceramic tile & glass shower doors in Main Bath
+ Large Master BR with sitting area & his/ hers closets

«Huge rear patio, for outdoor relaxing

1 One Year Home Warranty to provide peace of mind
* Lower level could be used as seperate living suite

CONTACT INFORMATION

DW Properties LLc

Donald Waddy
PO Box 34721

Charlotte, NC 28234

704-408-4860

The information contained herein is deemed reliabfe and accurate, but not
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Jonathan Hadley (left) as Bob Crewe
on the road?
I've been on the road now almost a year. Right
now I'm in Ft. Lauderdale — I'm forcing
myselfto enjoy it. It has been a nice little
change. It is great being on the road, though,
and interesting to see how the show plays in
different cities. That's been fun.
You play Bob Crewe in the musical.
Most people who maybe grew up lis-
tening to the Four Season or folks
who hear them now have no idea
who Bob is. What is it that drew you
to the character?
| knew probably about as much as you do or
anyone else — which was nothing (laughs).
Immediately after | got the script, though, |
was connected to the writing. It is such a great
script. The writers have done a wonderful job
creating and telling the stories of these char-
acters. They are real people. Bob Crewe was
their lyricist, manager and producer. He was
really instrumental in creating that signature
Four Seasons sound.
Bob is described as the group’s “flam-
boyant” producer. Come on, we all
know that's a big code word for gay.
Back in April, a writer for The South
Florida Blade, said Crewe’s character
is “the diva of Jersey Boys.” Does
Bob’s identity as gay or hi show
through in the musical at all?
Absolutely, it does. And as how Bob would
identity himselfis up to him. There is an
accompanying book to the musical they sell in
the lobby. It tells the story of the Four Seasons
and the making of“Jersey Boys.” In that, Crewe
identifies himself as bisexual. Perhaps if we
saw him today, we'd probably immediately
identify him as a gay man, but this was 1963.
Perceptions were quite different.
| was reading an interview you gave
with InsideOut in Nashville this past
March. You talked a little bit about the
origin for “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You.”
Tell our readers about that story.
I love that story! | found out about it once |
joined the company. Personally, | have not met
Bob Crewe, but we have emailed. Others have
related this story to me, though. “Can’t Take My
Eyes OffYou” was probably the most successful
pop song in the history of pop music and no one
even knows it was a gay love song! Bob Crewe
was trying to figure out the lyrics, pacing the
floor at night in his apartment and turned and
saw his young lover lying in the bed. The words
came to him immediately. He wrote the whole
thing that night, to a young lover. I just love it.
What do you think is the underlying,
compelling human story told by
“Jersey Boys” through the story of its
real life characters?
That's a good question (laughs). Ultimately, it
is a story of perseverance. Frankie and Bob
Gaudio were just so struggling. It is also a
story of friendship — you see these guys'
friendship get them through a lot. «



