
Movers & Shakers:
From out of the shadows

Mary Elizabeth Lennon, a senior at 
Charlotte's Providence Day School, remem
bers some of the first meetings of her school's 
LGBT and straight ally student club.

"We weren't recognized by the school.
We had to meet in the loft above the the
ater and we sat in the dark," she said. "We 
couldn't have the lights on because we didn't 
want anyone to know we were there."

A lot has 
changed at 
Providence in the 
few short years 
since. Lennon, 18, 
was among several 
student leaders who 
successfully peti
tioned her school's 
administration for 
recognition of their 
"Human Rights 
Alliance," or the 
HRA.

For her work as 
the HRA's president, 
she'll be awarded 
the Equality Award 
at this year's HRC 
Carolinas Gala. She was shocked when she 
found out.

"My parents had nominated me without 
telling me, so I had no idea I was in the run
ning for it," she said. "You don't even know 
that you're making a difference until someone 
6lse recognizes it. I was just doing what I
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thought was the right thing to do."
The journey from darkened lofts to fully- 

recognized student club required Lennon 
and her peers to work around conservative 
parents and a cautious school administration.

"We had to go through the long process 
of writing up a constitution and a mission 
statement and presenting it to the board and 
administration," she said. "We really had to 

fine tune a lot things."
She said the group went from being 

the proposed "Gay-Straight Alliance" to 
the know active HRA. In their constitu
tion, the group had to approach the 
topic of sexual orientation and gender 
identity carefully.

"Because we are a K-12 campus, 
there was concern that they didn't want 
younger kids to be confused and ask 
questions of parents and have teachers 
talk about sexual orientation at such a 
young age," Lennon said.

Despite all the hoop-jumping, 
Lennon said her administration was 
largely supportive when dealing with 
concerned parents and she feels 
confident the HRA will live on after her 
graduation this May.

"Especially last year going through so 
much controversy, a lot of students stood 
up and said, 'I want to help keep this going as 
long as we can,"' she said. "I think we have 
underclassmen showing up and becoming 
the driving force. We're leaving it in good 
hands."::

Movers & Shakers:
Green hearts. Green dollars

Since 1996, Greensboro's LGBT community 
groups and the people they serve have prof
ited financially, culturally and socially from the 
Work of Guilford Green Foundation. This year, 
the organization will be honored by the Human 
Rights Campaign at its Carolinas Gala, receiv
ing the Equality Award for an Organization. 
Other honorees include Individual Equality 
Award winner Mary Elizabeth Lennon and 
Legacy Award winners Dave and Joan Parker.

In the past 11 years, GGF has used its 
community grant funding to promote diversity 
end inclusiveness throughout greater Guilford 
County, distributing over $550,000 to organiza
tions serving the LGBT community or those 
seeking to implement programs 
reaching out to the LGBT 
community. Since 2000, the 
group's grant awards have 
more than doubled from 
$30,000 to $65,000 annually.

Like any group, GGF start
ed out with a small but dedicated 
group of volunteers. In late 1995, communty 
rriembers sought a way to support the work of 
Triad Health Project, Greensboro's local AIDS 
Service organization. The first Green Party 
Was held to raise funds for THP's work and in 
iess than a year's time, GGF was born.

In the time since GGF's first commu
nity outreach, the group has continued to 
Contribute positively toward the social and 
cultural scenes of its hometown. Each month, 
fhe group hosts a Triad Takeover at an LGBT- 
^nendly restaurant, bar or other establishment 
The event serves as a chance for community

members to get to know GGF and its staff and 
board and allows the groupto get to know the 
community it serves. Four times a year, GGF 
also hosts its immensely popular Green Queen 
Bingo, a take on the gay bingo craze that has 
now swept the entire nation. Part fundraiser, 
party, social and cocktail hour and drag show. 
Green Queen Bingo attracts hundreds of 
citizens — gay and straight—from across 
the Triad area.

GGF's leadership has also proven a 
landmark in Triad LGBT organizing. Its current 
executive director. Luck Davidson, and its 
past director, Cecelia Thompson, are both 
straight. The group annually reaches out to 
Greensboro's straight community through its 
$traight Ally Campaign.

Guilford Green Foundation
uniting community

GGF's board is chaired by Cile Johnson 
and Ivan Canada. Board members include 
Bill Baites, Jehan Benton, Tom Campbell, Jay 
Charles, Bill Falcon, Clark Goodin, Marshand 
Hager, Danielle Ruth Heyd, Hoversten, Harvey 
Lineberry, Alice Mitchell, Jeff Oleynik, Neda 
Pitt, Rusty Powell, Marco Paul, Barbara 
Shyloski, Jamin Slone, Doug Spencer and 
Brian Quinby.::

— by Matt Comer:: matt @goqnotes. com 
[Ed. Note — This writer is a former member of 
the GGF Board of Directors.]
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THE RAINj^l^IN * LAKE WYLIE, sc
Lake Wylie’s only private gay and lesbian bar • Sister bar of The Hide-A-Way

Thursdays: Free Admissioa for Members / Free Pool
February - $2 Miller Lite, $5 Jaeger Shots

Fruiays: Roxy’s Ratnhow Review 
Every Friday, 2 shows, 10 pm and Midnight 

Check our website— www.therambowin.com —far weekly lineup,

Saturdays: Music & Various Entertainment
Feh. 20: DJ Reid Barrett and Newcomer DJ 20/20 . ^

Feb. 27: Dj Reid Barrett & DJ 20/20
Amateur Male Stripper Contest

Call 803-831-0093 after 8 pm or email margie.ieal%ahoo.com if inretested 

-;;:, , : March 6: Amy Broome Band

Sundays: Karaoke with Lorraine
; :; Largest selection of Karaoke songs

:: $6 White Russians, $2 Miller Lite

Coming Soon!
Wl)o wants to win a bar tab?

Came Show Host Roxy C. Moorccox 
join us on March 13 iN: March 2T

Rainbow In is interested in having pool tournaments on Sundays. 
Please call if you arc interested in Joining. 803-831-0093 after 8 pm

Gay-fricndly Establishment
7 TVs *10’ Projection Screen • 6 Pool Tables • Game Room

Rainbowln • 4376 Charlotte Highway, Lake Wylie, SC, 803-831-0093 
Please call for directions.

Ajtproximately 20 minutes from Charlotte, Rock Hill, Fort Mill & Gastonia. 

Hours • Thursday-Saturday, 8 pm-2 am • Sundays, 6 pm-1 am
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http://www.therambowin.com

