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The Lighter Side...
A sailor m et his shipm ate as he entered 

the main gate. F riend  shipm ate was sport
ing a varie ty  of bandages and w alking on 
a pair of crutches.

“W hat in the w orld happened to you?” 
asked the sailor.

“Well, it was this w ay,” explained the 
w alking hospital. “I had a date w ith my 
gal last n ight and we w ere jitterbugging 
when her fa ther w alked in.”

“But how does that explain . . .?”
“He’s deaf and couldn’t hear the music.”

An Am erican resident in China re 
m onstrated w ith  her houseboy for taking 
her linen into her bedroom w ithout knock 
ing. “T hat’s all right, Missy,” said the 
native, “everytim e come, lookee through 
keyhole. Nothing on, no come in.”

^  ^

“M ummy,” asked the small son, “Daddy 
w ouldn’t m urder anybody, would he?”

“Why certainly not, dear. W hat makes 
you th ink  so?,” asked the horrified m other.

“Well, I heard  him in the cellar just now 
saying, ‘L e t’s k ill the  o ther two, George!”’ 

* *  *

Willie Johnson, a sawed-off, beaten little 
man, was arraigned in a Texas district court 
on a felony charge. The clerk intoned: 
“The State of Texas versus W illie Johnson!”

Before he could read further, W illie a l
most broke up the m eeting by solemnly de
claring: “Law d Gowd! W hat a m ajority!” ❖ ❖

A woman w ent to buy a drinking trough 
for her dog, and the shopkeeper asked her 
if she would like one w ith  the inscription, 
“For the Dog.”

“It really  doesn’t m atte r,” she replied. 
“My husband never drinks w ater and the 
dog can’t  read.”

s|« *  Hi

The average sailor is just a dame fool!

A ircraft w ith  the speed of sound w ere 
forecast recently by Rear A dm iral De W itt 
C. Ramsey, chief of the B ureau of A ero
nautics, in a report on naval aviation sub
m itted  to the  special N aval Affairs Investi
gating Committee of the House of R ep
resentatives.

“It is anticipated,” the BuAer chief re 
ported, “tha t in the near fu ture  the top 
speeds of fighter a ircraft in service will ap 
proach the sonic range, and be accompanied 
by fu rther m arked  increases in rates of 
climb and service ceilings.”

However, while planes of such speed cap
tu re  the imagination. A dm iral Ramsey 
pointed out that most spectacular of new 
developments have been “the num erous 
adaptations of radar and other electronic 
devices to a ircraft use. Among the most 
outstanding of these is the  advent of the 
n ight fighter, which is responsible for the 
early  interception of enem y night attacks. 
Im proved a ircraft communications, utilizing 
frequency ranges h itherto  employed only 
experim entally , have been incorporated in 
fleet a ircraft and have proved their re 
liability and effectiveness while m ain ta in 
ing a h igher degree of communication 
security .”

Planes on the experim ental list include 
unconventional arrangem ents of advanced 
design such as the use of je t propulsion.

‘Beedynamics’ Explained
Take it from  the Aeronautical Cham ber 

of Commerce in W ashington, the  bum blebee 
not only flies but does so in accordance w ith  
definite laws of flight.

The airw orthiness of this buzzing insect 
was questioned recently  by a skeptical 
A rm y Air Forces p rivate  who w rote the 
Aero Cham ber; “According to aero 
dynamics the bum blebee should not be able 
to fly. Can you give us any proof, either 
pro or con, on this subject?”

In defense of the hum ble bee, the 
C ham ber’s technical departm ent explained: 
“The laws of aerodynam ics as applied to 
fixed wings would prove the bum blebee u n 
able to fly because of the excessively high 
wing loading. However, a specical field of 
aerodynamics, which m ight be called ‘bee
dynam ics’, would very  clearly  dem onstrate 
the fact tha t w ith  sufficiently rapid  oscil
lation it is possible for a very  small flat 
surface to lift a m uch g reater w eight than 
can be expected from  an airfoil shape under 
the laws of aerodynam ics.”

Parallel With 1918
By Lt. (j.g.) W. O. Shanahan

Num erous comparisons have been drawl 
betw een the curren t G erm an offensive o\ 
the  W estern F ron t and Ludendorff’s “Vic 
tory D rive” in the early  spring of 1918 
Actually these offensives are  hard ly  com, 
parable, although it is hoped tha t future 
historians w ill be able to say tha t bo th  oc 
curred  n ear the end of the war. In 19l|  ̂
G erm any’s prospects for w inning the wa', 
w ere far g reater than  they are toda> 
Ludendorff intended to w in the w ar at < 
stroke w hile R undstedt can only hope t( 
delay the w ar or, w hat is still more doubt 
ful, discourage the Allies and secure a n« 
gotiated peace. I

Germ any faced m ajor opponents on onl) 
one fron t in 1918. Russia had been knocke( 
out the year previously, and in October. 
1917, Ita ly  had been stunned by the  blo'\ 
a t Caporetto. A lthough the U nited States  ̂
had been at w ar for alm ost a year, in Feb, 
ruary , 1918, w hen the  G erm an offensive 
began there  w ere few  A m erican troops if 
Europe. The French and British armie-j 
opposing the Germ ans had been weakened 
by hard  fighting and serious interna* 
tension. |

A great m utiny  in the F rench  arm y dufi 
ing 1917 had throw n the defense of tW 
west en tire ly  on the British arm y, whicf, 
had then doggedly counterattacked tb̂ l 
G erm ans for m ore  th an  six m onths 
obscure the great peril of the Allies. Thi‘( 
effort, w hich advanced the B ritish  linê j 
less than 10 miles, cost 600,000 casualties.

Flower Of Hun Army Moved ’
Against his groggy opponents Ludendorf, 

moved the flower of the G erm an arm y fresl’i 
from  its victories in Russia and Italy. Mof ;̂ 
im portan t than  the ir  great num erica'i 
strength  w ere the tactical innovations thaj 
the G erm ans had prepared. These includef*! 
a new  m ethod of a rtille ry  support, the  uŜ j 
of in fan try  infiltration, and extensive uŜ i 
of shock troops. The last w ere hand-picke^, 
com bat soldiers or m ilitary  daredevils, meJ’j 
who actually  enjoyed fighting and could 
relied upon to drive into the enem y’s de 
fense zones.

Ludendorff s truck a t the jo in t betweef. 
the French  and B ritish  arm ies w ith  tM 
m ain blow falling on the British. Tw 
consequences w ere staggering. An entirn 
British arm y was swung around as if on 
pivot and a gaping hole appeared befort 
the Germ ans. B ut the ir  streng th  had bee^ 
exhausted and they could not exploit if, 
Yet Ludendorff re ta ined  the in itiative untj’, 
Foch began the Allied counter-offensive 
July . A fter the ir  amazing show of strength) 
the G erm an collapse came rapidly, a ci^j 
cumstance sum m ed up p ith ily  in Churchill’̂ 
rem ark , “The Hun is either a t your throa* 
or a t your feet.”


