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:i5aLIAlS(Jap Suicide Planes Hit 

But New Pre-Flight Officer Survived
Despite being aboard a 350- 

foot LST when she was struck 
three times by Japanese suicide 
planes, Lt. H arry  W. Lawson, as
signed to the M ilitary Dept, at 
Carolina Pre-Flight, is very  
>Tiuch alive to tell about it.

The narrow  escape of Lt. L aw 
son, who recently came aboard, 
happened on D-day in Mindoro 
and although his sh irt and w rist 
'vatch w ere blown off in the a t 
tack he sustained only slight 
burns and a m inor shrapnel 
'vound.

Lt. Law son’s tour of duty  here 
Represents his second stop at 
Chapel Hill. In December, 1942, 
he w ent through the second V-5 
officers’ indoctrination class here. 
One of his two sons in the Navy, 
Ens. R ichard G. Lawson, also 
^ e n t  through Carolina P re 
f l ig h t School, w inding up with 
jhe 28th B att in August, 1943. 
^ns. Lawson now is flying a 
^avy  bomber in the Pacific.

Blown Through Hatch
Lt. Lawson was executive of

ficer of NABU-5 (Navy A ir Base 
Unit), when Jap  planes struck on 
 ̂ December m orning as the LST 

ll^hich he was aboard neared 
Mindoro. The first wave had 
 (Continued on Page 4)_____

Pre-Flight School 
Worships Easter 
In Special Services

Special divine services for 
Easter have been announced for 
personnel of this station.

On Wednesday, March 28, the 
Jew ish Passover will be observ
ed in the Carolina Inn, s tarting  
at 1900.

Good Friday  Vesper Services 
will be held for P rotestants  in 
M emorial Hall on March 30, be 
ginning at 1900.

F or Catholics a three-day Mis
sion w ill s ta rt  on Good Friday 
at 1900 at Hill Music Hall and 
wind up in the evening of Easter 
Sunday.

Spencer Entertains
University of N orth Carolina 

girls of Spencer D orm itory will 
be hostesses a t an “open house” 
for m em bers of the 68th Batt, 
11-R-B and 4-R-B on Sunday, 
March 25, from  1400 to 1745. 
Refreshments will be served.

^fTER JAPS FINISHED— Hit th ree  times by Jap  suicide planes, 
he LST which was carrying Lt. H arry  W. Lawson (inset), of 

Carolina P re-F ligh t burns fiercely as crews of nearby craft fight 
he fire off Mindoro last December. Lt. Lawson, who came aboard 

recently, escaped w ith only m inor injuries.

MOVES UP— It’s Comdr. Jam es 
P. Raugh now, following the 
promotion last week of the C aro 
lina Pre-F light School’s skipper 
from  lieutenant commander. All 
hands join in congratulating  the 
captain on his scrambled eggs.

Red Cross Drive 
Here Nets $1,808 
For ’45 War Fund
A 50 per cent increase in total 

contributions over 1944 was 
rhown by Carolina P re-F ligh t as 
the Red Cross W ar Fund drive 
came to an end this week. De
spite a 25 per cent reduction of 
station personnel, a total of $1,- 
808.60 was contributed this year 
as against $1,199.41 last year.

“The support of the  drive by 
all hands was excellent,” said 
Chaplain Cummins, chairm an 
for the station drive. “The 
cadets’ contributions w ere very  
fine, exceeding th a t of last year 
while having few er num bers 
aboard .”

The Academic Departm ent, 
w ith all persons contributing, 
gave the largest departm ental 
amount, $309.50. Officers con
tr ibu ted  $522.25 a s against 
$245.28 last year. Cadets gave 
$1,006.35, to $913.63 in 1944, 
and enlisted personnel jum ped 
from $18 to $120.50.

Civilian employes, who gave 
$22.50 in 1944, contributed 
$159.50._____ _____

3,887,364 In Naval Units
Naval strength  as of 31 J a n u 

a ry  1945 totaled 3,887,364, in 
cluding 3,242,400 in the  Navy, 
474,814 in the M arine Corps, and 
170,150 in the Coast Guard.

Unrelenting

French Cadets 
Outwit Nazis 
As Saboteurs

Expert saboteurs and m asters 
in the a r t  of outw itting the Nazis 
are included in the French  con
tingent undergoing tra in ing  at 
this P re-F light School.

U nrelenting resisters of Nazi 
rule, a score of F rench  cadets 
here once fought the enem y b it 
terly  as m em bers of the u n d er 
ground m ovem ent in F rance  be 
fore the liberation and now  are 
preparing  to re tu rn  to the fight 
in the ir  country’s struggle for 
freedom.

While nam es and places are 
necessarily restricted, typical 
cases may be cited to illustrate 
the daring and heroism display
ed by these cadets against the 
Nazis.

Having been called up twice 
to w ork in G erm any’s slave la 
bor battalions. Cadet A escaped 
the first call through use of 
counterfeit papers, and the sec
ond time, w ith  things ho tter than  
ever, he joined the  Maquis. His 
job was to sabotage the French  
railroads and G erm an com m uni
cation lines.

Wire Cutting Difficult
Rail sabotage was accom plish

ed either by dynam iting the ra il 
road or, in most cases, by rem ov
ing the rails in the tu rns  or on 
the  bridges so as to stop traffic 
as completely as possible. In 
this m anner the train , when de
railed, blocked traffic in bo th  d i
rections. Cadet A partic ipated  in 
11 successful ventures of this 
nature.

Cutting the underground te le 
phone wires was more difficult, 
for they w ere enclosed in two 
tubes, one of lead and the  o ther 
of steel, and covered w ith  hemp. 
The tubes usually  w ere six to 
eight inches in d iam eter and 
stretched along the m ain  roads 
about th ree  feet underground. 
To destroy them  the Maquis had 
to dig trenches and e ither cut 
the tubes or drive long nails in

(Continued on page 3)

Keep Off The Grass
Pre-F ligh t School personnel 

are  requested again this spring 
to cooperate w ith  the  U niver
sity ’s “Keep Off the G rass” p ro 
gram  to p ro tec t sodded areas 
around the campus. All hands 
a re  urged to w alk  on the  walks 
to give the grass a chance.


