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The Lighter Side...
Custom er: “W here’s the  m enu?”
W aitress: “Down the aisle and first door 

to your r igh t.”

“My friends,” said the old CPO from  the 
Regular Navy earnestly, “rem em ber th a t 
while you are  in the Navy money is not all. 
It is not m oney tha t w ill m end a broken 
heart or reassemble the fragm ents of a 
dream . Money can not b righ ten  the  hearth  
nor repa ir the portals of a shattered  hom e.” 
He paused for b rea th  and then  concluded 
solemnly, “I refer, of course, to Confed­
erate  m oney.”

* *
A company com m ander was discussing 

Texas w ith  a native recru it: “If Texas is as 
big as you say  it is, I should th ink  you’d 
have a great deal of trouble  in securing the 
necessities of life.”

“We sure do,” replied the  Texan, “and 
half the tim e it a in ’t  fit to d rink .”

^
The ta ilor was selling his, best friend, a 

Navy Chief, a set of blues. “I ’m  telling you, 
H a rry ,” he said, “th a t uniform  will m ake 
a new  m an of you. Even your best friend  
w on’t recognize you. Ju s t  take  a w alk  ou t­
side for a m inute  and get the  feel of it.”

H arry  w ent out and  re tu rn ed  a m om ent 
later. The ta ilor rushed up to him  w ith  a 
smile: “Good m orning, s tranger,” he said, 
“w hat can I do for you?”

if

Mess chief: “W hat a re  you looking fo r?”
Mess cook: “I just rinsed the  ice in this 

w arm  w ater and  now  I can’t find it.”
* * *

A fool and his money are  some party.
« « ❖

B O Q — A place w here Naval officers live 
on the station; considered undesirable, but 
preferab le  to m arriage.

Ar
According to engineers of the  General 

Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y., gyro pilot 
developm ents a lready  achieved give p rom ­
ise of complete autom atic control of all 
phases of flight, including landings, ta k e ­
offs, turns, banks, and other m aneuvers, in 
the not-too-distant fu ture. Such control 
would m ake possible operation of the p r i ­
vate plane m erely  by pushing buttons and 
setting dials, g reatly  reducing the hum an 
m argin of e rro r now existing in m an ipu la ­
tion of conventional controls.

6,412 Planes In April
A ircraft production for the m ilita ry  serv ­

ices in A pril totaled 6,412 planes, one per 
cent above the w orking schedule of 6,359. 
The breakdow n of A pril production, which 
averaged 256 per w orking day, shows 2,270 
bombers, 3,019 fighters and Naval recon ­
naissance, 591 transports, 168 trainers, and 
364 special purpose types.

Big Edge On Jap  Pilots
Increasing the ir  victory ratio  as the A l­

lies surge ever fu r th e r  into the h ea rt of 
enemy defenses, Navy and M arine aviators 
destroyed a t least 1,782 Japanese a ircraft, 
while losing 188, during the three-m onth 
period ending M arch 31, 1945, bringing the 
ta lly  for the  entire  w ar to 11,601 to 2,070— 
a favorable score of 5.6 to 1.

The figures for the  first q u a rte r  of this 
year are  p relim inary  and probably  w ill be 
revised upw ard  as complete reports from 
outlying units become available. The 
quarte rly  figures reflect a victory ra tio  of 
9.4 to 1, alm ost double the percentage re ­
sults for the year 1944.

The record by years follows:
Year Japs N avy Ratio
1942 .......................... 1,134 384 3-1
1943 .......................... 2,212 351 6.3-1
1944 .......................... 6,473 1,147 5.7-1
1945 (to A pril 1)..1,782 188 9.4-1

TOTAL .............11,601 2,070 5.6-1
Vice A dm iral A ubry W. Fitch, Deputy 

Chief of Naval O perations (A ir) ,  in te r ­
preted  the latest figures as follows;

“Of the 1,782 Jap  planes destroyed in 
the first th ree m onths this year, nearly  800 
w ere shot out of the a ir  by our aviators. 
I t is doubtful if the  enem y’s a ircraft produc­
tion and pilot tra in ing  can keep up w ith  
such a m orta lity  rate.

“The rem ainder of the  Jap  losses, m ore 
than  1,000, w ere inflicted on grounded air-

The W olf by Sansone

' Oh, dear! I should have warned you...Foo-Foo is 
terribly jealous!"

craft as our planes, mostly from fast carrier 
task  forces, pinned down Jap  air pow er in 
supporting am phibious operations a n d  
heavy bombing raids, both by A rm y a n d  

N avy.”
Vice A dm iral Fitch repeated his s t a t e ­

m ent of five m onths ago tha t the  quality 
of Jap  a irc ra ft is improving, but p o i n t e d  
out tha t the latest figures prove the Navy’s 
Hellcats, Corsairs, Avengers, Helldivers, 
Privateers, Marines, Catalinas, Coronados 
and other types adequate to the job at 
hand. He also pointed out th a t the Navy 
has a num ber of new types approaching 
combat and th a t intensive w ork  on jet- 
propelled types is under way.

Biggest Commercial Runw ay
Closed to airplanes for a brief period 3 

year ago because of its landing hazards, San 
Diego’s Lindbergh Field  now has what 
probably  is the  longest, heaviest, c o n c r e t e  
runw ay  of any commercial a irpo rt in  the 
world. W hen airlines and civic o f f i c i a l s  
dedicated it form ally  on May 4, I. M. Lad- 
don, vice-president of Consolidated Vultee 
A ircraft Corp., declared tha t its 8 , 7 0 0 - f e e t  
length will “handle the largest ships we are 
designing.” The runw ay  has a w idth  of 
200  feet and the thickness of its c o n c r e t e  
varies from  12 to 14 inches.

A rom antic pair w ere in the throes oi 
silence as the car very  slowly rolled alon^ 
an enchanting woodland path, w hen the 
lady broke the spell: “John, dear,” she 
asked softly, “Can you drive w ith  one 
hand?” “Yes, m y sweet,” he replied  in af 
ecstasy of anticipation. “Then,” said the 
lovely miss, her voice pu rring  softly, “ y o u ’d 

better wipe your nose, it’s running .”

Male Cali by Milton Caniff, creator of "Terry and the Pirates" Bitter Glitter
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