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^Buster Bits

Cadet from 70th Battalion Displ 
Short Snorter Signed by Mme. Chiang

lays

Among the interesting souve 
nir.s brought home from the P a 
cific by Cadet Louis Corbell of 
the 70th B attalion  is a short 
snorter bill signed by Mme. 
Chiang Kai-shek.

C orbell’s flying career began 
back in 1940 when, as a civilian, 
he entered  the  F ligh t Engineer
ing course conducted by the Pan 
Am erican A irlines a t T reasure 
Island near San Francisco.

Diego, and  la te r  assigned to VP 
91 w here he flew as second r a 
dioman in PB Y ’s.

VP 91 spent several m onths 
practicing w ith  special anti-sub 
gear before being sent ou t to 
Espiritu  Santo on anti-sub p a 
trol.

A fter several m onths of pa- 
tro ling  w ithout contact w ith  an 
enemy sub, the  anti-sub gear

x.cci Odii rrancisco . was rem oved from  all nlanoVT^ 
AMM 3c ,  Corbel! VP91 and s q u a d s  w » / .  ="51

LOVELY ENTERTAINERS— The program  committee for the Open 
House to be held a t the Spencer H all dorm itory  Sunday afternoon 
are  here assembled before the camera. They are from  1. to r.: Mary 
C. Bowers, Felice M aurer, Eugenia Payne, M ary Russell, Lydia 
CafTery, and D ardie Quinerly. Invited  to the open house are m em 
bers of the  72nd Battalion.

was assigned to the N aval A ir 
T ransport Service and began 
flying as th ird  m ech in  PB2Y’s 
betw een San Francisco and  Pearl 
Harbor.

— Naval Aviators—
(Continued from  Page 1) 

the best instruction.
“Yours is a high honor and a 

g reat privilege. You who have 
carried  the burden of train ing 
have acquitted yourself well. 
You who are  now retu rn ing  
from  combat know n from  first
hand experience tha t the Jap  is 
fanatically  courageous, de te r
m ined and w ily foe, who will 
take full advantage of any le t
down on our part. Upon all of 
you, as instructors, lies the re 
sponsibility for the continuing 
high quality  of the pilots and 
aircrew m en who m ust carry  on 
the long tough fight ahead.”

Adm. Mitscher Praises 
In a report on operations 

against Tokyo and I wo Jim a 
during  F eb ruary  and March, 
Vice A dm iral Marc A. Mitscher, 
then C om m ander Task Force 58 , 

declared: “The perform ance of 
pilots during these operations— 
in view  of the ir inexperience, 
the n a tu re  of the targets, and the 
foul w eather encountered— is 
considered to be of the highest 
order. Too m uch credit cannot 
be given to the Naval Aviation 
T rain ing Organization and its 
m ethods.”

‘Well Done' from CNAT 
A dding his “well done” to all 

hands in the Naval A ir Training 
Command, R ear A dm iral C. A. 
Pow nall, Chief of N aval A ir 
Training, pointed out tha t “a 
long struggle still rem ains in the 
w ar against Japan , and th e re 
fore, our efforts m ust continue 
to the m aking of not only good 
but the very  best com bat Naval 
pilots, aircrew m en, and Naval 
enlisted aviation ratings, tha t it 
is w ith in  our capabilities to ac
com plish.”

CNAPT Congratulates 
Com m enting on these laudatory  

messages, Read A dm iral O. B. 
H ardison, Chief of Naval A ir 
P rim ary  Training, “proudly  con
gratu lates all hands serving 
w ith in  the NAPTC for having

COMING EVENTS
TONIGHT

SPORTS
Finals of the Regimental Sports Pro 
gram. Fetzer Field at 1900.

TOMORROW
BASEBALL

Cloudbusters vs. Kinney’s Athletic 
Club at Winston Salem, N. C.

MOVIES
Village: Free movie, "Wing and a
Prayer” with Don Ameche and Dana 
Andrews. Complete shows at 1500, 
1900 , and 2042.
Carolina: "Tarzan and the Amazons”
with Johnny Weissmuller and Brenda 
Joyce.
Pick: "Hidden Valley Outlaws” with
Wild Bill Elliott and George "Gabby” 
Hayes.

SUNDAY  
DIVINE SERVICES

Protestant: Memorial Hall at 1000. 
Catholic: Gerrard Hall at 0630, Hill 
Music Hall at 1000.
Jewish: Hillel House at 1000.

Emer-

Forest Theatre

SUNDAY
BASEBALL

Cloudbusters vs. Camp Butner. 
son stadium at 1500.

BAND CONCERT
Navy Pre-Flight Band, 
at 1630.

MOVIES
Village: Free movie, "To Have and
Have N ot” with Humphrey Bogart 
and Lauren Bacall. Complete shows 
at 1300 and 1448.
Carolina: "The Corn Is Green” with 
Bette Davis and Nigel Bruce.
Pick: "Lady in the Dark” with Ginger 
Rogers and Ray Milland.

WEDNESDAY
BASEBALL

Cloudbusters vs. Fort Bragg Personnel 
Center. Emerson stadium at 1600.

m erited the above . . . praise and 
joins w ith  CNATra in urging 
continued undim inished effort.”

“The im portance of the p ri
m ary  stage of aviation tra in ing 
cannot be overestim ated, fo r it 
is there  tha t the fu tu re  pilot is 
taught to fly,” R ear A dm iral 
Hardison stated. “At units of 
the NAPTC the w ork of every 
officer and enlisted person, man 
or woman, contributes valuably 
to the successful tra in ing and 
developm ent of the aviation ca 
det into a qualified combat pilot.”

In  the F a ll of 1942, Corbell 
was assigned to fly w ith  the 
NATS “Cannon B all” ru n  from  
P earl H arbor on th ru  to B ris
bane, Australia.

Plane Forced Down 
On one of the  shu ttle  trips be

tw een Canton Island and Auk- 
land, the plane developed prop 
trouble and  was forced to m ake 
an em ergency landing a t sea. 
stroy An em ergency radio m es
sage was sent out, and  afte r two 
and a half days of floating about 
aimlessly, a destroyer sighted 
them  and brought the necessary 
repair parts.

Corbell m ade the repairs on 
the fau lty  propeller, and the 
plane re tu rned  safely to base.

In  the Spring on ’43, Corbell 
was sent to Calcutta, India 
w here he was assigned for a 
short w hile to the Chinese N a
tional A irw ays who had a con
trac t w ith  NATS.

Meets Mme. Chiang Kai-shek 
W hile flying the  Calcutta- 

Chungking ru n  , Corbell m et 
Mme. Chiang K ai-shek for whom 
he has a  g rea t deal of respect. 
I t was a t  this tim e th a t she 
signed his short snorter bill, 
w hich bears the s ig n a tu r e s  of 
several o ther im portan t people 
including J. T. Tripp, p resident 
of PanA ir. Corbell flew “over 
the hum p” of the  H imalayas 
several times during his stay | 
w ith  CNAC.

In the Fall of 1943, Corbell 
wa.s shifted to Espiritu  Santo 
w here he was assigned to VB 
104 as a plane captain of a PB4Y 
m aking short bombing runs over 
the M unda and Vella Lavella 
area.

On one bombing mission, the 
plane was attacked  by several 
Jap  Kates and one of the  gun 
ners was killed  in  the  fight.

W hen Corbell re tu rned  to  the  
U nited S tates in March, 1944, 
he had  over 2000 flight hours to 
his credit, m ost of w hich w ere 
m ade over w ater.

Radioman from VP 91
Now a m em ber of the  70th 

Battalion, Cadet Robert Butter- 
case was form erly  an Aviation 
Radioman w ith  V P 91, seeing 
action in the R abaul area.

Finishing ARM school a t  Ja c k 
sonville in O ctober of 1942, But- 
tercase was sen t to OTU a t  San

quadron was used ex 
clusively for DUMBO w ork  in 
rescuing fliers who had been 
forced down over w ater.

Rescue Marine Flier
From  February , 1944 un til 

Septem ber of the sam e year, 
B uttercase was doing rescue 
w ork over Rabaul, G reen Island, 
and the Treasuries.

W hile in the vicinity  of the 
St. George channel, the  p lane in 
w hich he was flying was called 
to rescue a M arine flier w ho was 
forced dow n in the  w ater w ith in  
range of an enem y shore battery . 
Landing and  tax iing  in  under 
enemy fire, the  DUMBO plane 
took the M arine av ia to r aboard  
and m ade a take-off before the 
enemy could concentrate fire on 
the plane.

In Pacific Landings
Among the 11-week refreshers 

who have gone a long w ay since 
leaving Pre-F ligh t tra in ing  last 
year is Robert W. Mitchell, of 
Tuscon, Ariz.

Mitchell, w ho en tered  the  
Navy in January , 1941, left St. 
M ary’s P re-F ligh t School in  
A ugust of last year. A fter t ra in 
ing a t the Oceanside am phibious 
base, he w ent into the  Pacific 
w ith  a JASCO (Jo in t A ssault 
Signal Com pany), and  p a rtic i
pated in landings a t New Guinea, 
Leyte, and Luzon. O rders send
ing him  back into the V-5 p ro 
gram  reached him  in M anila 
early  in May.

Before originally  en tering  the 
naval aviation  p r o g r a m ,  he 
served as SM2c aboard  the 
USS Grant, m aking runs be 
tw een Dutch H arbo r and Seattle.

1?

'1 hear it's a  lousy movie"


