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Vast Expansion, Improvement Program During 1954
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E a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r , a  n e w  p l a n t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  b e g a n

OPERATING IN  VALENCIA, VENEZUELA,

C o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  b e g u n  o n  a  n e w  p l a n t  a t  Lo s  A n g e l e s

FOR THE PRODUCTION OF GUIDED MISSILES AND AIRPLANE FUEL
CELLS. T h i s  a r t i s t e s  d r a w i n g  s h o w s  t h e  $2,000,000 a d d i 
t i o n  TO THE C a l i f o r n i a  p l a n t .  A t  l e f t ,  L e o n a r d  K. 
F i r e s t o n e ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D i v i s i o n ,  s h o w s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o g r e s s  t o  H a r v e y  S. F i r e s t o n e ,  Jr., 

C h a i r m a n ,  w h i l e  i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t .

E x p a n d e d  c a p a c it y  a n d  la r g e -sc a l e  im p r o v e 
m e n t s  IN  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  w e r e  p r o 
vided  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  p a s s e n g e r  c a r ,
TRUCK AND EARTH-MOVER TIRES, FOAMEX FOAMED 
RUBBER, MECHANICAL RUBBER GOODS, DEFENSE 
PRODUCTS, RECLAIMED RUBBER, VELON PLASTICS 
AND BASIC RESINS FOR PLASTICS, A b OVE, NEW 
EQUIPMENT AT THE F a LL R i VER, M a SS,, PLANT,

A d d ed  a t  t h e  G a s t o n i a ,  N. C., p l a n t  w a s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n e w  e q u i p m e n t  w h i c h  g u m  d ip s , s t r e t c h e s  
AND t e m p e r s  t i r e  CORD IN ONE CONTINUOUS, ELECTRONICALLY CONTROLLED OPERATION. A t  LEFT— FABRIC 
IS BEING GUM DIPPED BEFORE PASSING THROUGH HIGH-TEMPERATURE HEAT-TREATING TOWERS AND SEVERAL 
SERIES OF TENSION ROLLS. A t  RIGHT— ENOUGH CORD TO REACH ONE-FIFTH OF THE WAY AROUND THE 
WORLD IS CONTAINED IN  THIS HUGE 4j200-YARD ROLL OF TIRE CORD FABRIC WOVEN IN  THE NEW WEAVE 
R o o m  a t  t h e  G a s t o n i a  t e x t i l e  p l a n t .  S u c h  r o l l s  a r e  b e i n g  w o v e n  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  i n  t h e  n e w  
CORD t e n s i o n i n g  AND GUM-DIPPING UNIT. T h E  LARGE ROLLS FACILITATE OPERATION OF THE UNIT, WHICH

CAN CONTAIN UP TO FOUR MILES OF FABRIC AT A TIME.
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M a j o r  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  p l a n t s  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  D e s  M o i n e s ,  N o b l e s v i l l e ,  
H a m i l t o n ,  C a n a d a ;  S a o  P a u l o ,  B r a z i l ,  a n d  C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  A t  l e f t  
ABOVE, t h e  w a r e h o u s e  ADDITION AT THE NOBLESVILLE PLANT IS AT THE LEFT END OF THE 
PICTURE. A t  l e f t  b e l o w — E m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  p l a n t  r e a d  t h e  s i g n  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  p l a n t  
DURING CONSTRUCTION. AT RIGHT ABOVE— A N  AERIAL VIEW OF THE HAMILTON, CANADA,

PLANT, SHOWING THE NEW ADDITIONS.

THI COViR —  Pictured is one of 
the curing lines a t the Des Moines 
p lant, where, like o ther plants, 
tubeless tires have taken the spot
light. T he employee pictured is 
W illiam  R. DuBois.


