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Safety Belt May Save Your Life

Almost everyone a t  some time or another has ridden in the 
“suicide sea t”—th a t’s the softly cushioned two feet of car space next 
to the driver.

I t ’s the most dangerous spot in the car and 75 per cent of the 
fatalities in automobile accidents are fron t seat occupants. Other 
statistics show th a t  one person is killed every 14 minutes and one 
person is injured every 15 seconds in highway accidents.

Police in Indiana during a 90-day period studied 130 fa ta l acci
dents in which 153 persons were killed and 220 autos were involved. 
They reported th a t  if a suitable body restra in ing  device—a seat belt 
for example—had been used, 69 per cent of those killed would have 
lived and an additional 21 per cent m ight possibly have survived. Only 
19 per cent were listed as hopeless.

Another study has shown th a t  the m ost prominent single cause of 
injury in accidents was related to the opening of the fron t doors under 
impact.

W hat’s the point of all these words ? I f  cars are going to continue 
to become more powerful and speeds are going to continue to go up, 
an added safe ty  feature is needed—a seat belt for the car occupants. 
“K arbelts” are now being ordered by Firestone dealers and stores.

The function of a seat belt is to hold the occupants securely in 
the ir  seats. Thus the occupant slows down with the vehicle instead of 
hurtling  forw ard into the instrum ent panel or windshield when his 
auto comes to a crash stop.

The belt would also prevent the occupant from flying out the 
door to strike the pavements.

"nie lap-style seat belt, a proven safe ty  factor on airplanes, will 
not always prevent head contact with the instrum ent panel or steer
ing wheel but it  will reduce the force of the contact. I t  restra ins more 
than half the body weight and w ithout this restra in t, the energy of 
the motion of the entire body m ay help increase the  blow.

“K arbelts” are endorsed by safe ty  authorities and insurance com
panies. F irm ly anchored to the door and to the floor they are designed 
—when in use— t̂o hold the door closed. The closed doors make i t  possi
ble for the car body to re ta in  its maximum structura l s treng th  and 
add a protective arm or in a crash.

When the belts are not in use, the method of installation elimi
nates dangling of belts around the floor of the car and they are out of 
the way.

These safe ty  belts should be on your car—see them soon a t  your 
I ’restone Store. A set of two for the fro n t seat of your car sells for 
only $22.95 minus your discount. I t ’s a small price to pay for your 
safe ty  and the safety  of the person who rides in your “suicide seat.”

Summer Calls For Fire Prevention

Now th a t  summer is here and the outdoor season is in full swing, 
campers need to be reminded of fo rest fire prevention. So th a t  each 
one can do his p a r t toward conserving America’s timberlands and 
other valuable property , here are some basic rules to follow.

Matches—Be sure the m atch is out. Break i t  in two before throw 
ing it away.

Tobacco—Be sure th a t  pipe ashes and cigar or cigarette stubs 
are dead before throwing them away. Never throw  them into brush, 
leaves or pine needles.

Don’t  smoke— While traveling through the woods.

Making camp—Before building a fire, scrape away all inflam m a
ble m aterial from a spot five feet in diameter. Dig a hole in the 
center and in it build your campfire. Keep your fire small. Never 
build it against trees or logs or near brush.

Breaking camp—Never break camp until your fire is out—dead
out.

How to put out a campfire—Stir the coals while soaking them 
with water. Turn small sticks and drench both sides. W et ground 
around the fire.

Be sure the last spark is dead.
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COOL WATER BECKONS— 
Samuel E. Crawford, of the Re
freshm ent Departm ent here goes 
over his fishing equipment for a 
last-minute inspection before 
leaving on an angling tr ip  to 
Pu tm an’s Lake near Kings Moun
tain.

Nylon Sports Tire 

Is Introduced
A new high-speed sports 

car tire that combines increas
ed traction, greatly improved 
tread wear, and improved 
lateral and forward stability, 
was introduced recently at the 
Fifth Florida International 
12-Hour Grand Prix of En
durance by the Firestone 
Company.

The tire, called the Super Sports 
170, is of nylon construction. Its 
improved safe ty  features and 
g rea ter w ear characteristics were 
proved in the difficult 12-hour race 
over the 5.2-mile cement and black 
top course a t  Sebring, Fla.

The new sports racing tire  has 
tread  and sidewall of special com
pounds developed as a resu lt of 
tests conducted on the Indianapolis 
Speedway and the Bonneville Salt 
F lats, as well as extensive testing  
in actual sports car races. I t  com
bines the maximum side and for
w ard traction with high abrasion 
resistance for long wear.

The individual tread units of the 
new tire are knitted together with 
tie bars which make the entire 
tread  pattern  operate as a single 
unit. The uniform wear character
istics on each traction block gives 
much improved w ear and keeps the 
flat, non-skid tread  p a tte rn  in tact 
throughout the life of the tire.

The Super Sports 170 is designed 
for us with a tube pending develop
ment of suitable a ir-tigh t racing 
wheels. I t has already been success
fully tested as a  tubeless unit.

Mrs. Blanche Dobbins, ba tte ry  hand, is a patien t a t  Gaston 
Memorial Hospital.

Shirley Moore is spending a month’s vacation with her mother, 
Mrs. Pauline Moore, ba tte ry  hand. Miss Moore is in nurses’ train ing 
a t Mercy Hospital, Charlotte, N. C. A fter her vacation she will report 
to a Raleigh hospital for fu rthe r  training.

Mrs. Betty M artin, ba tte ry  hand, had visitors recently from 
Erwin and Fayetteville, N. C.

Carl S tew art, Jr., 1954 Firestone Scholarship W inner is working
in the Weaving D epartm ent during the summer months. In the fall
he will resume his studies a t  Duke University.

Mrs. Sarah W ard, smash hand, has been out from work, due to
illness for several weeks,

Mrs. Belle Blaylock, ba tte ry  hand, spent a recent week visiting 
her father, John Phillips, who has been ill for the p as t 3 weeks.

Mrs. Ella Ruff, change hand, her parents, S. C. Tate, Firestone 
retired  employee, and Mrs. Tate spent a recent week end with Mrs. 
R uff’s brother, Clifford Tate and family in Denton, Md.

Zeb Bradley, fixer and his family spent their vacation in Franklin, 
N. C.

William Allen, tw ister tender, spent his vacation with his mother, 
Mrs. Allen, in Weaverville, N. C.

Mrs. Clara Mitchell, reclaimer, and Lonnie Mitchell, doffer, are out 
from work due to illness.

Employees on vacation the week of June 13 were B art Allen, 
tw ister tender, and Grady Birch, tw ister tender.

Miss Jo Ann Johnson, daughter of Mrs. Corrie Johnson, reclaimer, 
spent a week end in early June a t  Central, S. C., where she a t t e n d e d  

the g raduating  exercises a t  Wesleyan Methodist College.

H obart T. Aldridge, overseer in the Twisting Department, was 
one of the 13 officers and directors of the Gastonia Lions Club, in
stalled a t a recent meeting in Masonic Temple. Mr. Aldridge will 
serve as tail tw ister fo r the club during the ensuing year.

M argaret Summitt, w arper helper, is a patien t in Gaston M e m o r i a l  

Hospital.
Pvt. Norman Welch of F o rt Jackson, S. C., recently spent the 

week end w ith his mother, Mrs. P earl Welch, spooler tender.
Elsie Hullender, spooler tender recently underwent surgery  at 

Gaston Memorial Hospital.
Johnny Fowler, son of Mrs. Lucille Fowler, speeder tender, had 

an appendectomy recently.

L arry  Hughes, son of Rufus Hughes, plumber, and Mrs. Hughes, 
spent a week in early June a t Coaran Camp, Morehead City, N. C.

John Goebel, electrician, and Mrs. Goebel recently spent a week 
in Indianapolis, Ind., as the guests of Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Mack.

(Continued on page 4)

FOR YOUR TRAVEL NOTEBOOK

North State Offers Variety For Sightseers
In North Carolina a t  this season you may 

choose from  a wide selection of accommodations in 
motor courts and inns. Picnic and camping areas 
a re open in the Great Smokies Park, on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, in the national forests, and in 
Mount Mitchell S tate Park, on top the highest peak 
in E astern  America.

A t Cherokee village, near the entrance to the 
Great Smoky Mountain National Park, the arboretum 
and nature trails developed by the Cherokee H istori
cal Association is open to visitors from  May 
14 through the autum n season. Some 18,000 shrubs 
and plants have been added to this natu ra l botanical 
garden.

Scenic overlooks and high-altitude attractions 
like G randfather Mountain, the Blowing Rock, 
Chimney Rock and Whiteside Mountain offer sweep
ing vistas of the highlands.

^

EASTWARD IN TH E STATE, the Outer Banks 
are  ideal for outing in the spring and summer. Near

the southern end of the banks a t  Buxton one may 
visit the famous Cape H atte ras  Lighthouse 
H atte ras  S tate  Park. Buxton, buried in a g r o w t h  o 
yaupon, pine, holly, and oak is reported by many 
be the “healthiest place in the sta te .” A t Cap® 
H atteras  fishing is a t  its te s t ,  providing blue and 
warm w ater figh ters like dolphin, amberjack, 
mackerel, cobia, barracuda, albacore, s a i l f i s h  an 
marlin.

A t several points on the Outer Banks 
ponies roam and are penned for selection of a 
which are deemed of value. These pony penning® 
have become celebrated summ er events a t some o 
the places, especially on Ocracoke. ,

A t Cape H atte ras  is located America’s tallc®  ̂

lighthouse and the new Maritime Museum. Design® 

to tell the story of man’s struggle against the sea» 

the museum was recently opened in America’s 
National Seashore Park, the Cape Hatteras Nationa 
Seashore Recreational Area.


