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Public Library Enriches Lives Of Employees
Use Of Facilities Increasing

To th e  m any  citizens w ho use 
th e  G aston  C ounty  P ublic  L i­
b rary , the books and  o ther m a ­
te ria ls  availab le th e re  a re—as 
H enry  D avid T horeau  once said 
— “the trea su red  w ea lth  of the  
w orld, the  fit inheritance  of gen ­
era tions and  nations.”

On th e  o th e r  hand, those w ho 
h a v e n ’t  d iscovered the  ad v a n ta g ­
es of th e  lib ra ry  a re  m issing a 
g rea t ad v en tu re  in th e  m any  
services aw aiting  th em  a t th e  
ce n tra l l ib ra ry  on W est Second 
avenue, its six b ranch  estab lish ­
m ents, and  its bookm obile se rv ­
ice.

The G aston County  Public  
L ib ra ry  serves a population  of 
approx im ate ly  120,000 th rough  
books, new spapers and  period i­
cals, educational films, aud io ­
v isua l equipm ent, f ilm strip , r e ­
cordings, special tex ts  and  re fe r ­
ences m ateria ls , and  th rough  
a d u l t  discussion groups and  
sto ry  hours for children.

☆  ☆  ☆
Books are the compasses and 

lelescopes and sexlants and 
charts which other men and 
wom en have prepared to help  
us navigate the dangerous seas 
of human life.

—Jesse Lee Bennett 
☆  ☆  ☆

Because circu la tion  of books 
an d  th e  use of all l ib ra ry  facili­
ties have  increased by  m ore th a n  
33 p e r  cent in the  pas t 10 years, 
th e  lib ra ry  has becom e inade ­
qu ate  to the  grow ing dem ands 
for standard ized  service in  the  
county.

RESPONDING to th e  acute 
need  for en larged  and  im proved 
service, the  local governm ent 
has au thorized  a special election 
to be  held  on J u ly  13, a t  all re g u ­
la r  polling places in  th e  county. 
Citizens m ay  vote on w h e th e r  
th e  County  Com m issioners shall 
be  g ran ted  perm ission to spend  
$250,000 to en large and  rem odel 
th e  cen tra l lib ra ry  in  G astonia 
and  to construct a b ranch  lib ra ry  
in  each of the  o ther tow nships 
of th e  county. These branches 
w ould  be b u il t in  Belmont, 
C herryville , M ount Holly, Dallas 
and  B essem er City. If  au thorized  
fo r  spending, th e  m oney  w ill be 
tak en  from  the  “D ebt Service 
F u n d ” w hich  has a surplus. The 
o th e r  issue of th e  election is th a t

a special ta x  of no t m ore th a n  
five cents on each $100 valuation  
on th e  taxab le  p roperty  in  G as­
ton  C ounty  be used  for th e  su p ­
po rt and  m ain tenance  of the  
public l ib ra ry  system.

In  the  past, th e  county  and  the 
city  have m ade an n u a l ap p ro p ri­
ations, and  b ranch  lib raries have 
been m ain ta ined  by  ap p ro p r ia ­
tions from  the  local com m unities 
and  gifts from  clubs, business 
firn^s and  individuals.

I t  has been  m ade clear th a t 
the five-cen t l ib ra ry  tax , if 
levied, w ould  no t m ean  a five- 
cent increase in th e  C ounty  ta x  
rate, because the  county  com ­
missioners have a lready  been 
m aking an  annua l app ropria tion  
of $25,000 to the  lib ra ry  from  a 
general fund.

THE COMMISSIONERS have 
said th a t  they  expect to be able 
to ra ise  th e  equ iva len t of th e  r e ­
m ain ing  tw o or th ree  cents w ith ­
ou t raising  the  p resen t ta x  rate. 
This w ould  be possible because 
grow th  and  expansion  of busi­
ness and  in d u stry  in  the  county  
have m ean t an  increase in  ta x ­
able p roperty  and  a like increase 
in  th e  county’s ta x  income.

Mrs. B a rba ra  H eafner, chief 
lib rarian , points out th a t  G aston 
C ounty  is 6th in popula tion  and  
w ea lth  in  N orth  Carolina, b u t 
33rd in  lib ra ry  books per  cap ita  
and  61st in l ib ra ry  incom e p e r  
capita.

To change th is  picture, th e  fol­
low ing goals need  to be reached:

1. W ider use of th e  lib rary . 
W hile it is gain ing annually , the  
lib ra ry  is still no t used  by  a 
m a jo rity  of the  residents.

2. To m eet N. C. lib ra ry  s tan d ­
ards, a t  least tw o books per  p e r ­
son in  the  county.

3. M ore specialized books in  
textiles, business, religion, ag r i­
culture, hom em aking, shop w ork, 
and  so on, to m eet th e  dem ands.

4. A la rg e r  staff to m ee t N. C. 
L ib ra ry  s tandards and  to p ro ­
v ide im proved  and  expanded  
services.

5. Recordings and  film s in 
w ider  varie ty .

6. Im proved  and  expanded  
build ing  facilities in  every  tow n  
in  th e  county.

7. A dditional b ran ch  lib raries 
and  deposit stations to b e tte r  
serve ou tly ing  county  areas.

Service Built On Needs Of Patrons
How  long has it been  since you v isited  your public lib rary?
“Books are selected and  services p lanned  w ith  you, th e  citizen, 

in  m ind ,” Chief L ib ra rian  B arba ra  H eafner says. “In  our shelves 
and  cases a re  books for fu n  and  relaxation , those needed  by  the 
business m an, for those s tudy ing  a vocation, and  m any  for s tu d y  and  
research ,” she adds.

Too, your lib ra ry  subscribes to m agazines, new spapers, educa ­
tional films for program s, recordings to lis ten  to and  borrow . It 
conducts p rogram s and  story  hours for ch ild ren  and  m any  adults  
come to jo in  in  discussion groups.

The lib ra ry  staff is w ell tra in ed  and  in  position to select the  
books you need, or o rder them  for you th rough  the  in te r-lib ra ry  
loan system. S taff m em bers are deligh ted  to answ er yo u r questions 
—or help  you find  the  answers.

Questions come in m any, and  som etim es unusual, forms. A 
housew ife w an ts  to know, “How can I r id  the  place of an ts?” Or a 
fa rm er inquires, “How can I get plans to ra t-p roo f m y corncrib?” 
O ther questions range  from  “H ow  do I  address m y S enato r?” to 
“W here can I find  a p ic tu re  of a p re-h istoric  horse?” Most of the 
answ ers are in th e  cu rren t reference books and  o th e r  m ateria ls.

F rom  the  cen tra l l ib ra ry  in Gastonia, s ta ff  m em bers a re  able to 
fill your needs th rough  th e  several b ranches th roughou t th e  county, 
and  th rough  th e  bookm obile service.

The lib ra ry  invites you to come in  and  get acquain ted  w ith  
its services and  w ith  the  staff.

The Central Library at 115 West Second ave­
nue was erected in 193L Trustees hope the build­
ing w ill be enlarged and remodeled within the 
next year. This would be the main project of an

expansion program that would make library 
facilities adequate for the growing needs of 
Gaston county.
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Adventure— Books are bridges to new horizons. 
Bobby Pence—whose mother. Mrs. Robert Pence, 
works in the New Office—explores illustrations 
of a nursery rhyme book. The library has materi­
als that appeal to members of all age groups.

Bookmobile Station-:—Peggy Hanna, Purchasing, 
checks the latest volumes delivered to the Girls 
Club. Firestone is among the 112 stations and dis­
tribution points throughout Gaston County where 
books are delivered every two weeks.

Research—Luther Brown, Time Study, delves 
into the technical aspects of machine interference, 
from a book in the special textiles section. The 
central library is one of 10 public libraries in 
North Carolina having specialized book collec­
tions on different subjects.

Film Materials—Plant Officer S. E. Crawford 
looks over a movie film from the available stock 
of films and film strips at the library. The public 
library keeps a list of films produced by the 
Firestone Company and available in the Gas­
tonia area.


