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Firestone People Had A Look 
At The Textile ‘Big Show’

‘God has provided 
better for us 

than we supposed’
This copy of a letter from 

Edward Winslow of the first 
Pilgrim c o m m u n i t y  in 
America, to a friend in Eng
land, is among the oldest 
records referring to circum
stances surrounding the first 
Thanksgiving observance in

the New W o r l d .  Winslow 
was one of the founders and 
an administrator of the Ply
mouth (or Plimoth) Colony. 
The Pilgrims’ recognition of 
Providential Care in 1621 is 
a precious and lasting ex
ample for Americans today, 
to “give God Thanks, Who 
hath so Favorably dealt with 
us.” (A “Heritage Landmark” 
feature on the first Pilgrim 
Community in America is on 
page 3.)

A few dozen men of Firestone 
Textiles supervision had a look 
at one of the greatest shows in 
American industry, when they 
attended the 21st Southern Tex
tile Exposition in Greenville, 
S. C. The five-day program went 
into history in October, leaving

Employee’s Son 
On HR Committee

Dr. Cleveland W. Floyd, 
whose father works in Twisting 
(synthetics), is a member of the 
Gastonia Mayor’s Committee on 
Human Relations. The 12-man 
group, formed in late Septem
ber, iS composed of six white 
and six Negro citizens. They are:

Former mayor Leon Schneider 
(chairman), Stewart Atkins, 
editor of the Gastonia Gazette; 
police chief G. J. Peninger, Dr. 
J. G. Huggin of First Methodist 
Church, city school superin
tendent W. B. Sugg, and county 
commissioner George Jenkins. 
And—

Dr. Floyd, a dental surgeon; 
former city councilman Nathan
iel Barber; councilman J. Q. 
Falls, principal Thebaud Jeffers 
of Highland High School; 
Charles Costner Jr., and the 

—More on page 2

384 exhibitors happy and more 
than 20,000 visitors impressed.

The biennial exposition af
fords the country's most elabo
rate display of the newest tech
nological developments and re
finements in textile machinery, 
equipment and related supplies.

This year’s show had more of 
a carnival atmosphere than ever 
—with anything from entertain
ment, refreshments and sou
venirs, to the most modern and 
finest in textile machinery, al
lied products and equipment.

Wares on display ranged from 
hand soap and w ax crayons to 
automation-age machines, in 
cluding a shuttleless loom—first 
real major advance in textiles  
since man started weaving fab
rics centuries ago.

T h e r e  was glitter - glamor 
everywhere in the more than 
150,000 square feet of show 
space at Textile Hall. But there 
was always a serious note, when 
mill men looked close and hard 
at the machines, concerned with 
how technological developments 
could improve the textile in
dustry, and keep it healthy in 
the industrial race.

While Greenville is the center 
of an area having the nation’s 
greatest concentration of textile 
mills, the industry is actually 
scattered over 44 states.

☆  ☆  ☆  

‘Speak to Me 
of Giving..

Kahlil Gibran in “The 
Prophet” answers:

It is when you give of 
yourself that you truly give.

There are those who have 
little and give it all. These 
are the believers in life and 
the bounty of life; their cof
fer is never empty.

There are those who give 
with joy, and that joy is 
their reward.

And there are those who 
give with pain, and that pain 
is their baptism.

And there are those who 
give and know not pain in 
giving, nor do they seek joy, 
nor give with mindfulness 
of virtue; they give as in 
yonder valley the myrtle 
breathes its fragrance into 
space.

Through the hands of such 
as these God speaks, and 
from behind Iheir eyes He 
smiles upon the earth.

IE ‘Blueprint’
"Blueprint for Industry", 

a colorful brochure of the 
Industrial Education Cen
ter, lists Firestone v/ith its 
distinctive O l d  English 
trademark, among indus
tries being served b y  the 
IE program in North Caro
lina.

"Blueprint" is issued by 
the Department of Public 
Instruction in cooperation 
with the Department of 
Conservation and D evelop
ment at Raleigh. The cur
rent edition of the publi
cation features Gastonia as 
one of the first in a group 
of eight Industrial Educa
tion centers for this state.

CONGRA TULA TIONS:

‘Your Performance 
in Safety.. .  

A Job Well Done’

A .N O TH ER outstanding achievement 
for Firestone Textiles of Gastonia was 
a record of more than 3,300,000 man- 
hours worked without a lost-time injury 
for a 365-day period which ended Sep
tember 30.

(As of October 31, the production- 
hours figure without a lost-time injury 
had reached 3,474,931).

Among congratulatory messages from 
the company’s Akron, Ohio headquar
ters were a teletype from M. R. Batche 
of Safety, to Ralph Johnson, safety su
pervisor at Gastonia; and a letter to gen
eral manager Harold Mercer from J. A. 
Meek, company vice president.

The following letter from J. E. Trainer, 
company executive vice president, will be of 
special interest to employees here:

Dear Mr. Mercer;
Completion of one year and more than 

3,300,000 injury-free manhours on Sep
tember 30 is a record of which you, your 
supervision, and the employees can be 
justly proud. This record indicates that 
your plant has a safety program of the 
highest degree and one which has both 
management and employee participa
tion.

I would appreciate your passing on 
my congratulations to your supervision 
and all your employees who are really 
the ones responsible for this fine record.

It is with pleasure that I write this 
letter, expressing heartiest congrat
ulations for the fine safety per
formance, which is the ultimate of a 
job well done.

Sincerely,

/Ul/cXu/O

Executive Vice President

ANOTHER STRIDE FOR COMPANY
PORTUGAL—Aerial v iew  of Firestone Portuguesa, the com

pany's new tire manufacturing plant ten miles from Lisbon. This 
organization was formed by Firestone and a group of Portuguese 
financiers and industrialists. The plant was part of the $120 million  
expansion and modernization program now underway.


