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5Tir«$lone Your Symbol 
of Quality 
and Service

Plant In 31st Year 
Of Gastonia Operation

Firestone Textiles has entered its 31st year of operation 
in Gastonia. On April 1 of 1935, company Founder Harvey 
S. Firestone bought the plant and other properties here 
which, under two other corporate names, had dated back 
to the early 1900s.

In the  purchase, the  com pany 
acquired the  mill village w ith  
its rows of em ployee houses and 
lands. A few  years af te r  the  
purchase, F irestone becam e one 
of the firs t com panies to sell its 
village hom es to employees: 

Noting Ihe anniversary month, 
9eneral manager Harold Mercer 
referred to Firestone's years in 
Gastonia as "a story of con
tinuing progress, with great 
chapters yet to come."

Years ago the  p lan t here  
became know n as the  w orld’s 
largest tex tile  operation  under  
One roof. Today it is one of the  
World’s largest per-vo lum e p ro 
ducers of t ire  fabrics. I t  has 
gone from  production  of cotton 
tire cord to the  processing of a 
Whole fam ily of syn the tic  m a 
terials w hich comprises to d ay ’s 
major p roduction  here.

History Reviewed •  U nder 
the nam e “F irestone Cotton 

Inc.”, the  plant, fir.st 
tu rned  out cotton tire  fabrics 
exclusively. W. A. K arl, the

la te  p residen t of F irestone T ex 
tiles, was a t  th a t  tim e in charge 
of tex tile  purchases a t the  com
pan y ’s hom e office in Akron, 
Ohio. The p la n t’s p resen t gen 
era l m anager was the  firs t com p
tro lle r  and assistant treasurer.

In 1938 w hen  Mr. M ercer was 
prom oted to vice presiden t and 
general m anager, R. M. S aw yer 
becam e com ptroller. He w as la t 
er transfe rred  as m anage r  of a 
new ly-acquired  p la n t  in Fort 
W orth, Texas. A fter th a t  assign
ment, he m anaged  the  F irestone 
Textile  p lan t a t  Sao Paulo, B ra 
zil, and is now p residen t of the 
Textiles Division.

In the  firs t two decades of 
operation, the  p lan t had  p ro 
duced tire  fabrics and  other 
fabrics and  yarns for the  tex tile  
trade  and  for na tiona l defense. 
T hrough the years  production  
has changed w ith  the  a l tered  
needs of t ire  nanu fac tu r in g  
and the  dem ands of a w orld  v/ar.

From  A pril 2 to early  J u n e  of 
more on page 2

FIRST SHOWING of the display was at a 
Hunter Huss High School science fair in March. 
Here, students Mary Ann Allen (left) and Lana 
Rogers got a lesson in its operation from Ray 
Thomas of Firestone's development-refinement 
department.

A Twister Exhibit 
Took To The Road

ON LAKE JAMES

Camp Firestone Season 

Opening Early May
Days of rest, p lay  and  renew al are  upcom ing 

at the  com pany’s fam ily re tre a t  in the Land  of 
the Sky. Camp F irestone’s 30th season, beg in 
ning May 3, offers varie ty  recreation  and re la x 
ation in a lake-and-forest se tting  of the S outhern  
Blue Ridge.

The com pany-operated  facility, on a cove of 
Lake Jam es in McDowell and  B urke counties. 
Will be open for em ployees and fam ily m em bers 
into October.

T hroughou t the  camp months, F irestone people 
Can enjoy the  ex tended  m ountain -flow er season, 
and before closing tim e can see the  peak  of 
au tum n color in one of the  m ost spectacular 
sightseeing areas of E astern  America.

LAKE JAMES, its 6,500 acres of surface and 
154-mile shoreline, is the  m ajo r  fea tu re  of Camp 
f'irestone a t B ridgew ater. The lake is one of the 
South’s fastest-developing centers for aquatic 
sports.

Camp facilities offer boating, fishing, swim- 
rning, w ater-skiing, horseshoe-pitching, table 
tennis, picnicking, cam ping and  n a tu re  study. 
There are  swings, see-saws and a protected  
Wading area  for children.

Housing and o ther facilities include six 
cottages w ith  sleeping quarte rs , each com plete 
With electric cookstove and refrigerator; two 
other cottages w ith  sleeping arrangem ents; and 
the cen tra l k itchen-d in ing  building.

O vern igh t accom modations will take  care of 
80 persons a t one time, w ith  cam ping space for 
additional persons. This year  the re  will be seven 
I'owboats in service.

Camp F irestone is adm inis tered  th rough the 
p lant industria l rela tions office and physical 
P roperty  is m ain ta ined  by the  m echanical 
departm ent. P lan t  engineer J. G. Tino Jr .  said 
tha t seasonal repa irs  and m ain tenance  on bu ild 
ings and  equ ipm ent are underw ay ; also inspec
tion and bring ing  life-saving equ ipm ent to 
standard, stocking f irefighting  m ateria ls  and 
first-aid supplies.

☆

A F irestone display for public 
exh ib it  has been designed to 
show the  most m odern  tw isting  
operation  a t  the G astonia plant. 
C.E. Moss, o thers of the  develop
m en t d ep a r tm en t and p lan t e n 
gineer J. G. Tino Jr., witii 
w orkm en  of the m echanical 
d ep a r tm en t p lanned  and built 
the exh ib it  for schools, trade 
and  industrial fairs and o ther 
showings.

The display in a polished 
w a lnu t case produces the effect 
of actual tw isting  m otion

through use of a drive motor and 
strobe light.

E xplanation  on display case 
reads: “O ur la tes t-type tw ister  
package. A 10-pound-gross-pack- 
age is ro ta ted  a t high speed and 
specified tw ist is applied. S trobe 
light a t  r igh t is norm ally  used 
by our quality  control to m a in 
ta in  proper spindle revolutions 
per m inute. On spindles simiUu* 
to this one F irestone Textiles 
produces 350 million yards of 
tough tire  cord every  day of 
operation for your safe ty  on the 
highway. This am ount of cord 
would reach 8 times around  
the ea r th .”

Company Bought, Operates 
Seiberhng Tire Assets

A last-season scene at Camp Firestone boat
house pier on Lake James.

Applications for a stay a t  Camp F irestone 
are  m ade through  the  industrial rela tions office 
here.

Recently-purchased assets 
of the tire division of the 
Seiberling Rubber Company 
are being operated by Fire
stone as The Seiberling Tire 
& Rubber Company.

The sale, effective in F e b ru 
ary, encompasses the com plete 
t ire  business of Seiberling, w ith  
p lan t and  headquar te rs  a t  B a r 
berton, Ohio. P rope rty  includes 
real estate, m anufac tu ring  plant, 
equ ipm ent and w arehouse fa 
cilities in Barberton, and the 
Seiberling tire  b rand  nam es and 
tradem arks.

M arke ting  of Seiberling tires 
and  tread  ru b b er  will be con
tinued  th rough  the existing 
Seiberling d is tribu tion  system.

H arry  P. Schrank, a ve te ran  
in the ru b b e r  industry  w ho has 
been p residen t of the Seiberling 
R ubber Company, continues as 
presiden t of The Seiberling  Tire 
& R ubber Company.

W illiam E. Slulz, w ho has 
been trade  sales m anager for 
The D ayton Tiro & Rubber 
Company, an o th er  F irestone 
division, has been nam ed vice 
p resident of m a r k e t i n g  for 
Seiberling.

Fire Danger
Match heads and lighted cig

a re t te  bu tts  are  dangerous in 
the hands of careless, th o u g h t
less people. Each year, says the 
N ational F ire  P rotection Asso
ciation, thoughtless people are 
responsible for m ore than  200,- 
000 fires—in which about 1,200 
people die.

W ith the ever-p resen t danger 
of fii'e a t  home, a t work, and 
in forests in the  upcom ing ou t
door season, caution  could save 
lives and p roperty  from this 
destruction.


