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More Parking
•  Old IR Annex at Second 

Avenue and Millon Slreet came 
beneath the bulldozer July 17,

Retired
With 28 Years

A nnie E. G ra n t h ad  28 years 
w ith  th e  com pany w hen  she r e ­
tired  from  the  B ennettsv ille  
F irestone T e x t i l e s  Com pany, 
Ju ly  31. A nnie w as a loom knot- 
te r  in  th e  Cord W eaving d e ­
partm en t.

H er husband, Faison G rant, 
re tired  from  th e  B ennettsv ille  
p lan t in November, 1969.

Tuition
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and  in  some w ay helps the  em ­
ployee on his job or p repares  
h im  for g rea te r  responsibility  
w ith  the  com pany.

F o r m ore th a n  20 years, F ire ­
stone em ployees have  been  able 
to com plete college courses a t 
a low er cost th rough  th e  tu ition  
refund  program .

All fu lltim e F irestone em ploy­
ees —  hourly  and  sa lary  —  are 
eligible to take  p a r t  in th e  p ro ­
gram.

People Who Gave
American Red Cross Carolinas Regional Bloodbank had 

141 donors when the mobile collection unit visited Firestone 
Textiles at Gastonia, early July. Of the 141 total, 131 were 
from Firestone families.

AT
LAST bloodmobile visit

SUMMER
HAT End an apt message, seen among odds-and-ends at moving  

time for Methods & Standards and Firestone News, to new quarters 
on ihird floor of "main mill" in July.

The stop a t the  p la n t R ecrea ­
tion C en te r  w as the  second of 
tw o reg u la r  visits th e  bloodm o­
bile m akes to F irestone each 
year. T he F irestone donor list:

B-H: J. C. Barnes, Roy Bird, 
L arry  Bradley, I ra  B roadw ay, 
S am m y Bunton, Ida  Byers, E m ­
m a Campbell, Joe l Carpenter, 
S ara  C arpenter, Douglas Carson, 
E dna Cham pion, Roy Chastain, 
Beulah L. Cook, A nnabell Con­
ner, C hristine  Cooper, D orothy 
Couick, Eva Nell Craw ford, E l­
m er Crews, D ezaree Crisp, E d ­
w ard  Crisp.

R alph Dalton, M ichael Davis, 
Roy L. Davis, J a n e  Dobbins, Ray 
England, Ja ck  Faile, B. R. Farm -

TEXTILES

er, H elen S. Foy, Ronald  F ranks, 
P au l R. Fuller, F. B. Galligan, 
W illiam  H. Galloway, M ary Go­
forth , Ross G regory  Jr .,  R. F. 
Hager, H. G. Hall, Belon H anna, 
P au line  Hanna, C harles E. H ar- 
rill, Clyde H. H ayes Jr., P a tr ic ia  
Henson, G eorge High, Charles 
H ill III, George A. Hill, David 
Hollifield, Doris Hollifield, L arry  
H ollingsw orth, F red  H. Hollo­
way, Jam es  T. H orton, H orace 
R. Hughes, E. H. H urst, S andra  
Huss,

J -P :  B e rth a  Jolly , E. J. Jolly , 
M arie Jones, D ianne Jo rdan , 
M ichael Jo rdan , A. C. Kessell, 
H arold  K irk land , T erry  K irby, 
Ronald Laughlin , H arry  Laver, 
D. N. Lew is Jr .,  Ollie Liles,

An Investment In The Future
In the textile industry, there is opportunity for everyone 

with ambition and ability. And a career in today’s modern 
textile industry is an investment in the future.

These

and on the site, an extension of 
plant parking facilities. Harvey 
Pickelsimer (left) and George 
Hill, both Shop, constructed wall 
at parking lot before surfacing 
was done.

promises are bearing 
fruit, as evidenced by the fact 
that each year more than 40,000 
persons begin careers in tex ­
tiles.

The industry , concentra ted  in 
the  Southeast, has  m ore than  
432,000 persons em ployed in  the  
Carolinas alone.

A recen t exam ple  of oppor­
tu n ity  in th e  tex tile  industry  
w as po in ted  ou t th rough  a r e ­
search rep o r t from  N orth  C aro ­
lina A&T S ta te  U niversity . The 
report, released in .July by the 
U.S. E qual E m ploym ent O ppor­
tu n ity  Commission (EEOC), said 
th e  C arolinas tex tile  industry  
has  becom e a m ajo r  m inority  
hirer.

THE REPORT noted  th a t  
b lack  em ployees a re  f o u n d  
w ork ing  alongside w h ite  w o rk ­
ers in  m ost en try -leve l p roduc­
tion jobs.

O verall b lack  em ploym ent in ­
creased from  less th a n  15,000 in 
1960 to m ore th a n  61,000 today, 
or from  4.6 to 14.1 p er  cen t of 
to ta l em ploym ent in the  tw o 
sta tes’ tex tile  industry .

T he research, done by the  
A&T d ep a r tm en t of economics 
and  cen te r  for m anpow er r e ­
search  an d  training, w as based 
on ann u a l repo rts  w hich  em ­
p loyers of m ore  th a n  100 w o rk ­

ers a re  requ ired  to subm it to 
EEOC. Also, findings w ere  based 
on in terv iew s w ith  i n d u s t r y  
w orkers  and  m anagem ent, gov­
e rn m e n t personnel and  com ­
m un ity  leaders in eight areas of 
the  Carolinas.

The repo rt suggested th a t 
changes in com m unity  racial a t ­
ti tudes had m ore  of an  effect 
on em ploym ent p ractices than  
did federal p ressu res  or shortage 
of w h ite  w orkers,

‘Stop Fire’ Theme
"Help Stop Fire" is theme for 

the 1973 Fire Prevention Week, 
Oct. 7-13, sponsored internation­
ally by the National Fire Pro­
tection Association (NFPA).

Sam uel T. Low ery, C h a r l e s  
Lunsford, A. D. M cCarter, H elen 
M cCarter, D a v i d  M cCarver, 
M arv in  M cCurry, C ram er Mc­
Daniel, J u a n i ta  McDonald, R ich ­
a rd  McGinnis, R ichard  McMillan, 
W ayne McMillan.

N ick J. Mace, R. E. M ack Jr., 
Jam es  M. M arlow e, E r n e s t  
Mason, E rnes t M auney, Ronald 
Melton, M artin  Messers, R. L. 
M etcalf Sr., Miles Michaels, 
J e r ry  Mitchell, K en n e th  R. N a­
tions, P au l Neal, W illiam  O’Neal, 
W. L. Owens, Jo h n  Owensby, 
D illard  Palm er, J. L. P ark s  Jr., 
G ordon Patterson , Jam es  M. 
Patterson , Carol S. P ayne, Clyde 
D. Phillips.

O-W: Bobby R. Q ueen, Jam es  
R. Queen, Jam es  L. Ramey, 
F red  R ankin , R alph  L. Reep, 
A lvin  Riley, V era  Robinson, 
Bobby A. Rogers, C arl J . R um - 
felt, L a r ry  Sanders, M ildred  
Sims, M arlene S tew art, M otell 
Stiles, L arry  Stevens, P au line  
Stroupe, A rchie Thomas, Jam es 
O. Thomas, Cindy Tino.

Jo h n  L. T urner, Thom as W. 
T urner, F ra n k lin  W allace, J im ­
m y W atson, R obert W entz, Cecil 
W hitaker, F loyd W hitaker, P au l 
Whitfield, B a rba ra  W hitw orth , 
H ansford  Wilkes, B. H, W il­
liams, P hilip  R. W illiams, Bobby 
L. Wilson, Eula Wilson, M innie 
Wilson, G ladys W right.

Frank Gurley
F ra n k  L. G urley, 70, died Ju ly  

18. He had  spen t 25 years w ith  
th e  F irestone com pany, G as­
tonia plant, re tir ing  7 years  ago 
as th ird -sh if t production  supe r­
in tendent.

F u n e ra l w as a t  C o v e n a n t  
U nited  M ethodist Church and 
bu ria l in G aston M em orial Park , 
Ju ly  20. S urv iv ing  are  his 
w idow, Annie; dau g h te r  Mrs. 
Jam es  R. Young; son J im  G u r ­
ley; 9 g randch ild ren  and  2 g rea t­
g randchildren.

A Right To Be Proud
“Workers at Firestone Textiles plant in 

Bennettsville have a right to go around with 
a broad smile upon their faces these days,” 
said a recent editorial in Marlboro Herald- 
Advocate. The editorial went on to say that 
announcement had been made that the Ben­
nettsville plant had been honored with an 
“Award of Merit” from the National Safety 
Council for the plant’s safety work record.

The editorial said:
“This is the second highest award that the 

National Safety Council can give. And this 
honor is only the latest recognition to come 
to this plant. It recently was noted for its 
excellence of suggestions to increase ef­
ficiency and cut costs, and is regularly a 
leader in purchases of U.S. Savings Bonds 
and in contributions to the United Fund of 
Marlboro County.

“Hats off to Firestone employees and 
management. You are a real credit to our 
community in many, many ways.”

STORE SALE
•  •  Richmond Plaza Firestone 

Stores of Rockingham, N.C. a 
while back had a Firestone em ­
ployees' "Vacation-Bound" sale 
in the parking lot across from 
the Bennettsville F i r e s t o n e

plant. Rockingham store manag­
er Willie Kennedy, was "well 
pleased." Employees purchased 
specials — tires, television sets, 
garden tools and supplies. Pur­
chase of several bicycles was  
one of the "trends" of the sale. 
Some em ployees who bought 
bikes are riding them to work.
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Claude C. Callaway, Editor

M o n th ly  p u b lica tio n  of th e  G as ton ia . N. C., p la n t  of F ire s to n e  T ex tile s  
Com pany, a  d iv ision  of T he F ire s to n e  T ire  & R u b b e r  C om pany , A kron , Ohio. 
D ivision  h e a d q u a r te r s ,  G aston ia , N. C. 28052. Ja m e s  B. Call, p re s id e n t .  M em ­
b e r  S ou th  A tla n tic  C ouncil of In d u s tr ia l  E d ito rs  an d  In te rn a t io n a l  A ssociation  
of B usiness C om m unicato rs .

Plant 
Offices 
Warehouses
In d u s tr ia l  R e la tions—D ale  C allahan

M ain  Office— B ea M cC arte r

M echan ica l D ept.—Rosie F ra n c u m

Q uality  C ontro l—L ouella  O ueen , L elia  
Rape

T w isting  (syn thetics)  — E lease Cole, 
K atie  E lk ins

W arp  P re p a ra tio n —E lm ina  B radshaw , 
N ell Bofick 

W arehouse— H aro ld  R obinson . Is rae l 
Good

W eav ing  (co tton )—R u th  V eitch
B EN N ETTSV ILLE PLA N T 
F ay e  S h an k le . M a ry  H. O liver, Sylvia  
L ockam y, F ra n c e s  F le tc h e r—R e p o rt ­
ers.

BOW LING GREEN
D o ro th y  K ing rey , M a ry  Snell, M ary  
B ry an t. B ren d a  L oafm an , T eresa  
L eo n a rd

Tires, seat padding, pedal 
pads, hoses, seals, spark plug 
covers, window weatherstrips 
and spring silencers are a few  
of the more than 600 rubber 
c o m p o n e n t s  contained in a 
single 1973 automobile. At pres­
ent, the U S. auto industry uses 
more than 2 billion pounds of 
rubber products annually.


