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HOW ARD

Keeping Up 
With Humidity

Taking  account of th e  h um id i
ty  outside and  in  th e  fabric- 
p roducing  areas  inside p la n t and 
trea tin g  u n its  helps in  efficiency 
o f  opera tion  and  quality  control 
of fin ished  product.

T his v ita l job, going on every  
d a y  th e  p la n t is in  operation, 
involves th e  skilled  w o rk  of a 
h u m id ifie r  techn ic ian  and  reg u 
la r ly  five h e lpers  w ho a tten d  
th e  au tom atic  hum id ifie r  eq u ip 
m en t. Som etim es th e  additiona l 
p a r t- tim e  w o rk  of o thers  is in 
volved.

Earl Redding, Gastonia hu 
m idifier technician, has been on 
Ihis assignment most of the 32 
years he has worked at F ire
stone.

O n a typ ical w ork ing  day, he 
m a k es  te m p era tu re  and  h u m id i
ty  read ings a t 36 sta tions tw ice 
daily . T he tw o outside sta tions 
a re  in  fron t and  beh ind  the  
p lan t. O t h e r s  a re  a t  places

Cub Scouts 

Had Good Year
P a c k  631 F i r e s t o n e  Cub 

Scouts com pleted  a successful 
y e a r  in  la te  spring. A t a m ee t
ing  ending  th e  y ea r  on M ay 30, 
C u b m aste r  C harlie  S w e a tt Jr.,

•  Earl Redding wets bulb on 
one side of gauge before sw ing
ing the measuring device in the 
air to learn temperature-damp- 
ness figures. He uses sliding 
scale to find relalive humidity.

When not working at Fire
stone, Redding finds time for 
things to do at home and to 
serve as pastor of Love Valley  
Baptist Church on Rt. 2, Kings 
Mountain. He w ill have been 
with the church 30 years in Sep 
tember.

Mrs. Redding (Mildred) has a 
3G-year service record with the 
company at Gastonia. She works 
in Payroll.

w here  people and  m achines 
process m a teria ls  from  y a m  to 
fin ished product.

READ IN GS are  m ade  and  
noted  on th e  p reva iling  w ea th 
er, and  ac tua l te m p era tu re  and  
m oistu re  con ten t of th e  a tm os
phere. R e la tive  h u m id ity  is ca l
cu la ted  on a psychom etric  scale.

R edding files th e  daily  repo rts  
w ith  th e  Q uality  C ontrol lab o ra 
to ry  and  the  m ach ine shop.
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discussed even ts  and  program s 
over th e  p receding  12 m onths.

A  h igh ligh t of th e  y e a r ’s p ro 
g ram  w as a tr ip  w ith  th e  pack  
to Clemson, w here  m em bers  a t 
tended  a foo tball game.

A t th e  end  of th e  M ay m e e t
ing th e  Cubs en joyed a party . 
They p layed  gam es and  h ad  re 
freshm ents.

These Three 
Came Back

Three men who retired 
from F i r e s t o n e  Textiles 
Company are back working 
at Gastonia as members of 
the plant protection service 
staff of Security Forces, Inc.

H ow ard  M c C a r t e r ,  G rady  
Johnson  and  C harlie  O. S tiles 
w o rk  a lim ited  schedule a t  F ire 
stone and  som etim es do o the r  
jobs “on th e  side.”

S tiles f irs t  cam e to w o rk  a t 
th e  G aston ia p la n t in  th e  1920s, 
m ore th a n  10 years  before it  b e 
cam e a F irestone  operation . His 
service w ith  th e  p resen t com 
pany  dates  from  1941 to 1967. 
H e re tire d  as a w eav er in  sy n 
thetics.

He is from  a fam ily  th a t  has 
been  w ell rep resen ted  a t  F ire 
stone th rough  th e  years — a t 
G astonia and  a t A kron. C harlie’s 
b ro th e r  H ershel w orked  a t Gas-

1974.
Employees of The Firestone 

Tire & Rubber Company shared 
$135,702 in awards in the com 
pany's suggestion program in 
the six-m onth period ending 
April 30 this year. This was an 
average of more than $5,000 a 
week.

Jo h n  T. Cahoon, vice p res i
d en t for personnel and  p lanning, 
repo rted  th a t  du ring  th e  firs t 
h a lf  of th e  c u r re n t  fiscal year, 
em ployees tu rn e d  in  17,880 sug
gestions, an  increase of 25 pe r  
cen t over th e  14,234 ideas for 
th e  sam e period  las t year.

ton ia  several years. Bertie, a 
sister, re tire d  a t G astonia, as did 
a b ro ther, V aughn. C u rren tly  
em ployed a re  Ray and  Cloyce, 
C harlie’s nephew s.

G rady  Johnson  re tire d  seven 
y ears  ago, w ith  30 y ea rs  on his 
record  H e h ad  several jobs in 
p roduction— one of these over 
several yea rs  w as doffing sp in 
ning. He w as opera to r of a 
fre ig h t e leva to r w hen  h e  re tired .

H o w a r d  M cC arter b e g a n

OF ALL s u g g e s t i o n s  sub 
m itted , 4,179 w ere  adopted  this 
year, com pared w ith  3,363 for 
th e  firs t six  m onths of th e  com 
p an y ’s fiscal 1973—an increase 
of 19 p e r  cent.

A k ro n ’s P la n t  I leads th e  tire  
p lan ts  in  n u m b e r  of suggestions, 
w ith  1,235 subm issions, of w hich  
410 w ere  adopted. O thers in  th e  
top  five tire  p lan ts  w ere  P o tts-  
tow n. Pa., 1,104 suggestions, 432 
adoptions; M emphis, Tenn., 1,058 
suggestions, 221 adoptions; D e
catur, 111., 864 suggestions, 184 
adoptions; a n d  Des Moines,

w ork ing  a t F irestone, Gastonia, 
in  th e  sum m er of 1935. A t th e  
tim e he re tire d  in  1972 h e  w as 
w ork ing  in  Spinning.

H ow ard ’s w ife, Beatrice, now 
w ith  38 years  service, is in P a y 
roll. H ow ard ’s b ro ther, W illiam  
L. M cCarter, is em ployed in TC 
Tw isting; and  W illiam ’s wife, 
Helen, is in th e  C loth Room. 
H ow ard ’s grandson. R usty  Ford, 
is w ork ing  a t  F irestone  du ring  
sum m er vacation  from  school.

FIRST HALF OF 1974

Iowa, 837 suggestions and  201 
adoptions.

Of F i r e s t o n e ’ s d iversified  
products facilities, em ployees at 
t h e  E lectric  W heel C om pany 
p lan t in  Quincy, 111, w ere  lead 
ers w ith  888 ideas, an d  132 
adopted.

O th e r  h ig h -rank ing  d iversified  
p roducts  p lan ts  w ere  H am ill 
M anufac tu ring  Com pany, W ash 
ington, Mich., 410 suggestions, 
44 adoptions; F irestone  S teel 
P roduc ts  C o m p a n y ,  S p a r tan 
burg, S.C., 351 ideas, 58 adop 
tions; F irestone  S tee l P roducts, 
W yandotte , Mich., 224 sugges
tions, 56 adoptions; and  F ire s 
tone In d u s tr ia l P roduc ts  Com- 
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$135,702 For Suggestions
People of Firestone Textiles Company’s Gastonia and 

Bowling Green Plants earned special mention for sugges
tions submitted and adopted during the first half of fiscal

treating

unit LATEX
GOING 

UNDERGROUND
• • A 15,000 - gallon steel 

tank was p l a c e d  under
ground in front of the new  
warehouse at No. 8 treating 
unit, Gastonia, in June. This 
allows storage of liquid latex 
used in treating rayon fabric. 
Previously, the l a t e x  had 
been s t o r e d  in 55-gallon 
drums.

Storage tank and newly- 
completed warehouse f r e e  
up considerable v a l u a b l e  
s p a c e  in production a n d  
warehouse areas of the Gas
tonia operation, said factory 
manager P. R. Williams.

•  •  Through parking geeu: of crane operator in lowering stor- 
cargo trailer, the huge tank age unit into its 'grave' at east 
dwarfed workmen who directed side of No. 8 Treating Unit.


