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SAFETY MARK
• • Ten years without a lost-time industrial injury. 

In Bennettsville, Mayor Charles Hollis declared a 
“Firstone Recognition Day.” And during that day, 
March 25, the 135 people of Firestone Textiles Com
pany’s plant w e r e  honored at a luncheon program and 
a ceremony at the factory. Safety Recognition Day in
volved top officials of the textiles division and The 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Company, civic leaders and 
representatives of government.

There were awards, con- y ea r  h is to ry  of th e  w orldw ide 
gratulations, special recogni
tion and a c h a l l e n g e  to 
continuing achievement.

T he h igh  safe ty -perfo rm ance 
m a rk  w as set Feb. 10, and  from  
then  u n ti l  th e  special recogn i
t ion  day, B ennettsv ille  people 
added  40,000 m ore in ju ry -free  
m anhours, b r ing ing  th e  to ta l 
h ou rs  w orked  w ith o u t a  lost
tim e in ju ry  to a ro u n d  2,685,000.

"THIS IS a record  ‘firs t’ in  the  
te x tile  ind u stry  and  am ong the  
v ery  finest ev e r  set by  A m eri
can  in d u stry  generally ,” said  
Ja m e s  B. Call, p res iden t of F ire 
stone Textiles Com pany. “This 
is also a record  w ith in  th e  75-

F irestone organization. . . .  I t  
can be described  only as ‘s tu 
pendous,’ indeed, a ‘fan tabu - 
lous’ safe ty  record .”

A w ards p resen ted  a t  a p lan t 
cerem ony follow ing a luncheon  
p rogram  w ere  th e  N a t i o n a l  
S a f e t y  Council’s A w ard  of 
M erit, a  p laque  from  th e  SC D e
p a r tm e n t of L abo r and  F ire 
stone’s c o r p o r a t e  S a f e t y  
A ch ievem ent A w ard.

Em ployees a t  th e  B ennetts 
v ille p la n t have  received  N ation 
al Safety  Council honors of one 
form  or an o th er  on 14 occasions 
over th e  p as t 22 years.

More on page 3

Employees looking over plant safety award certificates of the 
past (from left): Annie Mae Watson, Sylvia Lockamy and Freddie 
Brown. Another grouping of plaques and trophies was displayed at 
speakers' platform.

Grant Honorary ATIE Member

Thom as A. G rant, m an ag e r of 
In d u s tr ia l E ngineering  a t F ire 
stone, G astonia, has  been  m ade 
honorary  continu ing  m em b er of 
th e  A ssociation of T ex tile  In d u s 
tr ia l  Engineers. A t th e  A tla n ta  
m eeting  in  M arch, G ra n t w as 
recognized fo r  con tribu tions to 
the  group du ring  h is  20 years  of 
m em bership .

T he IE d e p a r tm e n t m anager 
has been  presiden t, v ice p res i
dent, tre a su re r  and  a m em b er of 
th e  board  of directors. H e con
tr ib u te d  a  ch ap te r  to TIM E 
STUDY MANUAL, one of tw o 
books w hich  th e  organization 
has published. T he o th e r  book is 
IN D U STR IA L EN GIN EER IN G  
M ANUAL.

ANOTHER F irestone  Textiles

*

Richard A. Riley, president 
and chief executive officer of 
the Firestone company, speak
ing at the Bennettsville plant 
ceremony on "Tops in S afe 
ty" H o n o r  D a y .  On p lat
form (from left); Glen Cross, 
Firestone corporate manager of

organization planning, s a f e t y  
and suggestions; W. L. Kinney  
Jr., editor-publisher of Marl
boro Herald-Advocate and rep
resenting U.S. Sen. Strom Thur
mond from S o u t h  Carolina; 
Frank LePage, Firestone direc
tor and executive vice presi
dent; B e n n e t t s v i l l e  Mayor

Charles Hollis: James B. Call, 
Firestone Textiles C o m p a n y  
president; Edgar A. McGowan, 
commissioner of the S.C. D e
partment of Labor; and Jay  
Rosenson, Firestone vice presi
dent, chemicals and raw m ateri
als group which includes F ire
stone Textiles Company.

Smith, Fuller & Farmer: New Assignments
Claude W. Smith, named manager of the Bennettsville 

plant in March, succeeds Edwin E. Fuller, who was at Ben
nettsville the past six years. Fuller, appointed technical 
manager of the Bowling Green plant, is temporarily assigned 
to Gastonia and will move to the new job in June.

B. R. Farmer, since 1970 the (H ursey) S m ith  is a special edu-

m em b er of A TIE  is L u th e r  C. 
Brow n, fo rm erly  of th e  G astonia 
p lan t and  now  IE  m em b er a t 
Bow ling Green.

ATIE, organized in  1951 as 
S ou thern  T ex tile  M ethods and  
S tan d a rd s  Association, w as r e 
designated  A ssociation of T ex 
tile  In d u str ia l E ngineers in  1971. 
T h a t sam e yea r its reg ional lim i
ta tions w ere  rem oved.

P u rpose  of A TIE  is to advance 
sound and  equ itab le  princip les 
of in d u stria l engineering  in  the  
tex tile  ind u stry  th rough  inqu iry  
and  research , conferences and 
educational program s. Its  tw o 
scheduled  m eetings each y e a r  
are  held  in A tla n ta  and  C h a r
lotte.

Gastonia Process & Product D e
velopm ent projects m a n a g e r ,  
succeeds Smith as manager of 
technical services.

S m ith  has been  on th a t  assign 
m e n t a t th e  G aston ia division 
h e a d q u a r te rs  since Ju ly  of 1973. 
F rom  Union, S. C., h e  has  a B.S. 
degree in  tex tile  m an ag em en t 
from  Clem son U niversity .

FROM a tex tile  f irm  in  G eorg
ia, he  jo ined  F irestone a t  G as
tonia in  Ju ly  of 1965, and  soon 
a f te rw a rd  w as tran sfe rred  to 
Buenos A ires as assistan t p la n t 
m anager of th e  com pany’s te x 
tile operation . H e re tu rn ed  to 
G astonia from  A rg en tin a  a f te r  
tw o years, and  in  ea rly  1968 w as 
tran sfe rred  to Bow ling G reen. 
H e w as p la n t p roduction  m a n 
ager th e re  u n ti l  h is  m ove back  
to G aston ia in  1973.

The S m ith  fam ily  w ill m ove 
to B ennettsv ille  in  June . Mrs. 

☆  ☆  ☆
•  The city of Bowling Green, 

Ky. offers land space for people 
to grow vegetables through its 
free Garden Plot Program. For 
this 1976 growing season plots 
are being made available in  
Pedigo Park, Kereiakes Park and 
on land off Lee Drive.

Applications are made through 
City Hall and by now, most lik e 
ly all the spaces have been as
signed. . . .  A good thing for a 
city to do! An exam ple of City 
Hall serving the people.

THE WEAVER

cation teach er  in  C ostner E le 
m e n ta ry  School of G astonia. 
The S m iths’ sons— Jeffrey , 11 
and  Brad, 8, a re  s tu d en ts  a t 
G aston ia G ard n er  P a r k  School.

In  G astonia, Mr. and  Mrs. 
S m ith  each teach  a  S unday  
school class in  P arkw ood  B ap 
tis t Church. H e is cub m a s te r  of 
Cub Scout P ack  503 of G ard n er 
Park .

B. R. F arm er, from  Wilson, 
N. C., has  a B.S. degree in  te x 
tile  eng ineering  from  NC S ta te  
U niversity . F rom  a tex tile  job 
in K inston, N. C., he  jo ined  F ire 
stone a t G astonia in  ea rly  1964. 
Soon th e re a f te r  he  w as ap po in t
ed m an ag e r of th e  com pany’s 
te x tile  p la n t in  B uenos Aires.

AFTER m ore th a n  four years  
More on page 4

Above:
Claude Smith  
(left) and 
Edwin Fuller

B. R. Farmer

•  Textiles— one of the earliest 
great American industries, to 
day em ploys more than a m il
lion people, producing 17 billion  
yards of fabric annually.

Six Ended Work Careers
Gertrude McDaniel, reclaimer in preparation, was 

5 months into her 41st year of employment at the 
Gastonia Firestone plant when she retired in March. 
Wayne Odell, weaver in TC Weaving, had 36 years 
and 7 months when he finished his employment 
record last month.

Others who retired in March: George Honeycutt, 
section supervisor in Chafer Weaving, 33 years and 
5 months; Claude S. Jonas, section supervisor in 
Chafer Weaving, 29 years and 4 months.

Those retiring as of April 1 were Nelson Jackson, 
cleaner in Shop, 35 years and 2 months; Joe Bur
roughs, shift maintenance technician, Shop, 30 years; 
and William Broome, yarn sorter in Preparation, 33 
years and 5 months.


