
TIRECARE ‘Good Rule: Hold Speed First 100. . .  ’

•  O ne-sided W ear. E i t h e r  
ou ter o r in n e r  shoulder of t ire  
w ears fas te r  th a n  the  rest. Com ­
m only  caused by  i m p r o p e r  
w hee l a lignm en t cam ber, often 
aggravated  by  underinfla tion .

If a t ire  isn’t “too fa r  gone” 
from  w ear, it m ay  be th a t p ro p ­
er m echanical ad ju s tm en t w ill

Summer heat stretches into Autumn. That means that 
it’s still seasonally important to check your tires before you 
leave on a trip in recreational vehicle, trailer, truck or 
family car.

Excessive road  h ea t is a t i re ’s 
g rea test enemy, rem inds The 
T ire  In d u stry  Safety  Council, 
adding: H ea t is especially  de ­
s truc tive  o f sm alle r-d iam eter 
tires on trailers. These m ay  ro ­
ta te  up  to 80 percen t fas te r  th an  
reg u la r  tires.

I t ’s easy to tell the  condition 
of you r tires, says th e  Council.
A  good p lace to begin  is to look 
for po ten tia l troub le  spots— 
cuts, fabric cracks, uneven  or 
excessive w ear. Rem ove nails, 
sm all stones or glass im bedded 
in the  tread  and  have  dam aged 
spots fived if deeper th an  the 
tread.

REPLACE ANY tread  w orn  
below  l/1 6 th  inch, or dow n to 
w ear bars m olded across tread.
O ne easy  w ay  to m easu re  w ear 
dep th : p u t  the  rim  of a penny  
a t  top  of L incoln’s h ea d  into 
tread. If as shallow  as distance 
from  ou te r  r im  to w here  head  
begins, rep lace  tire  o r have re- 
treaded.

W hen tires w ea r fast o r ab ­
norm ally , the  cause is often 
fau lty  or w o rn  shock absorbers, 
w heel im balance, i m p r o p e r  
w heel alignm ent, f a u l t y  or 
g rabb ing  brakes, or incorrect 
t i re  inflation.

Som e com m on problem s:

•  U nderinfla tion . M ost tire  
con tac t is on ou ter treads, caus­
ing  edges to w ea r fa s te r  th a n  
middle.
•  F eathering . T read  rib s  ac­
tu a lly  scrape dow n th e  road— 
com m on w hen  tire  needs toe-in  
o r toe-out alignm ent.

•  Cupping. W heels a re  ou t of 
balance or shock absorbers and 
ball jo in ts a re  worn, causing 
dips or cups to app ear  in tread.

FEATHERING

OVER INFLATION

UNDER INFLATION

ONE-SIDE WEAR

CUPPING

•  •  Jonas Montgomery (left), 
floor c l e a n e r  and sanitation  
technician E u g e n e  Sanders—  
both Shop— visiting on a break 
from work in Chafer Weaving at 
the Gastonia plant.

Jonas has been with Firestone 
since late August of 1946; Eu­
gene, since September, 1965.

"My hairstyle is sometimes 
subject of conversation," says 
Eugene. It's about a two-year's 
growth, he notes. His w ife Bren­
da plaits it, requiring around 45 
minutes for each styling. Of 
course it has to be "took apart" 
so he can wash it, then Brenda 
braids it all over again.

Suggestions
(From page 1)

opening-closing, and  a guard  
added around  a stencil m achine.

Also, a ligh t installed  on w o rk ­
bench, a new  m ethod  of fabric 
identification, relocation of an 
electric switch, plyw ood sh u tte rs  
installed  over unused  w indow s

in factory, hooks to h ang  w in ­
dow  poles w hen  no t in use; and 
covers for ash tray s  in  smokers, 
to p rev en t m isuse as tra sh  r e ­
ceptacles.

W hat’s y o u r suggestion?
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check norm al w ear. B u t if se ­
vere ly  dam aged, rep lace  it.

W ith a good carcass, a re trea d  
m ay  serve all right.

REMEMBER th a t any  tire— 
re trea d  or new —needs a b reak- 
ing-in period. A good ru le  is to 
hold speed to 45 m ph  fo r f irs t 
100 m iles or so, u n til ti re ’s ele ­
m ents ad ju s t and w ork  as an  in ­
teg ra l unit.

In fla tion  is v ita l to th e  life, 
perform ance and  safe ty  of a 
tire. Check p ressu re  before a 
long trip, and  now  and then  
along the  way. Be sure  tires  a re  
cool w hen  checked and don’t 
bleed hot tires  to reduce p res ­
sure to norm al level.

In fla te  yo u r tire s  to lim its 
recom m ended in  th e  au to  m a n ­
ual—never u n d e r  or over. U n ­
derin fla tion  especially  c a u s e s  
too m uch h ea t build-up, uneven  
tread  w ear, and  if pu lling  a 
tra i le r  i t  can cause severe sw ay, 
fish ta iling  and loss of control.

Also im p o rtan t a re  such fac­
tors as load w eigh t and d is tr i ­
bution. Don’t  overload; keep 
w eigh t balanced out.

W hile surveys show  th a t  less 
th a n  one percen t of a ll h ighw ay  
accidents a re  d irec tly  charge ­
able to tire  failure, in m ore than  
half  these cases th e  tires w ere  
bald  and  w orn  to the  cords. The 
T ire In d u s try  Safety  Council 
stresses th a t  bald  tires a re  50 
tim es m ore ap t to su ffe r d is­
ab lem en t th a n  new  or re trea d  
tires.

QUICK STOP
A N D  N O  BACK-UP M ill­

wright Lindsey Atchley (left) 
and electrician Paul Nolen in ­
stalling air-operated b r a k i n g  
mechanism a n d  its electrical 
hookup on a cable twister in TC 
Twisting, Gastonia. This machine 
is one of several which have

been operated without braking 
equipment.

By original design, the frame 
slows down and stops on its own  
after power drive has been cut 
off. This can cause slack twist 
on the cable being run. A tw ist­
er modified w ith brakes is an 
exam ple of a major im prove­
ment for increased operating e f ­
ficiency of machinery.

What do you doL U O  y u u  U O  ( J - \  •  • 7  >

In Washington? Exercise OuT Right...
Pass a law to do away with November. If Congress could 

do that, it would clear the way for the Federal Government 
to solve a whole lot of this country’s problems. Bob Bradford 
said it, talking with people of the Gastonia Firestone plant 
one day last month.
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“So m uch on th e  W ashington 
scene is designed to ‘get us past 
N ovem bers’ (elections) th a t  it 
ru in s  a lo t of good long-range 
p rogram s,” he  said.

In  a m ore  serious vein, the 
com pany assistan t d irec to r  of 
governm ent a f f a i r s  described 
F irestone’s p rogram  of com m uni- 
c a t i n g  w i t h  G overnm ent in 
W ashington.

B radford  w orks w ith  K im ball 
F irestone, th e  com pany v i c e  
p res iden t of governm ent affairs. 
The W ashington  office has a 
staff of 12, w ith  tw o of these 
persons w ork ing  in public  re la ­
tions.

B radfo rd  has  a background  in 
p r in t  journalism , TV new s d i­
recting, civic and  political action. 
He w as associated w ith  A m eri­
cans for th e  Presidency , w orked 
on the  Cost of L iving Council 
s ta ff  and  fo r a tim e w as ad m in ­
is tra tive  assis tan t to Sen. W il­
liam  B rock of Tennessee. He 
jo ined  th e  F irestone W ashington 
sta ff  in  1974.

"PEOPLE often  ask  ‘W hat do 
you  folks do in  W ashington?” 
said B radford.

“I te ll them  w e’re  up  the re  
exercising o u r  constitu tional 
r ig h t as a com pany to petition  
o u r  governm ent. Ind iv iduals 
h av e  th a t  r igh t— an d  so do com ­
panies,” h e  added.

M ost of th e  leading com panies 
an d  m any  s m a l l e r  ones, he 
noted, hav e  governm ent-contact

program s going in W ashington. 
T heir  staffs range from  one or 
tw o w ith  sm aller firm s to as 
m any  as 200 w ith  th e  big ones. 
R epresen ta tives of th e  d iffe ren t 
com panies w o rk  toge ther  on is­
sues of com m on concern.

“P e tition ing  together, w e’re 
m ore likely  to  m ake  i m p a c t  
w hen  it  com es to m a tte rs  of our 
best in te re s t as com panies. O ur 
com pany’s aim  is to be h ea rd  on 
issues th a t  affect us, on leg isla ­
tive action and  th e  ad m in is tra ­
tion  of governm ent program s.

"AND WHAT'S in  th e  best in ­
te rest of th e  com pany is going 
to be in  th e  best in te res t of you 
as ind iv idual em ployees,” B rad ­
ford w en t on. H e listed  fo r the  
F irestone com pany some m ajo r 
concerns such as th e  righ t-to - 
w o rk  issue, taxes, energy, clean 
a ir  and  o ther env ironm en ta l 
m atters, au to  safe ty  and  re la ted  
subjects.

T he com pany often  takes of­

ficial position on issues a n d  
passes on th a t  in fo rm ation  to 
em ployees—so th e y ’ll know.

“M ost effec tive  w ay  to m ake 
our voice h ea rd  is y o u r ow n p e ­
tition  t o  y o u r  governm ent,” 
B radfo rd  said, adding  th a t  the  
best w ay  to  do this, is by  p e r ­
sonal v isit—if possible. N ext best 
is th e  telephone.

B u t for th e  m a jo rity  of people, 
the  personal le tte r  sen t to  re p ­
resen ta tives  has m ost influence. 
I t ’s b e t te r  th an  a telegram , since 
te legram s a re  delivered  by  m ail 
now adays. Too, th e  le t te r ’s b e t ­
te r  th a n  a  petition  w ith  a  lo t of 
signatures. Som e le tte r-w ritin g  
guidelines:

M ake them  legible and  b rief 
b u t detailed  e n o u g h  to  say 
w h a t’s on you r m ind. Be specific, 
s tra igh tfo rw ard , courteous. E x ­
p la in  y o u r  v iew s an d  te ll w hy 
you hold them . B radford  added:

“S om etim es te lling  y o u r  re p ­
resen ta tives  w h a t’s on y o u r  m ind  
can involve expressing  v iew s on 
th e  side of you r com pany’s in ­
terest. T h a t’s g reat! A fte r  all, 
w h a t affects the  com pany affects 
us.”

Last Stop: 

187 Pints

• • The Red Cross Gaston 
U n i t  Regional Bloodbank 
makes two scheduled collec­
tions a year in the Gastonia 
Firestone community: Febru­
ary and August.

So, on the most recent bloodbank stop at Loray 
Baptist Church, Firestone people and others con­
tributed 187 pints.

“That amount of ‘gifts of life’ thus kept up the 
through-the-years high level of participation in the 
blood-donor program. We so much appreciate it,” said 
S. E. Crawford. He, the plant Industrial Relations 
manager, is coordinator of the donor program.


