Hi-Ya Fellers:

As we gather our odds n ! ends, that go ~
into the making of t he monthly scrap-book,
we call the HOOVER RAIL, we are keenly aware:
of the many things we should be thankful for,
but to the people of Lawndale, the most grati-
fying news, since our last issue were the
announcerienks by the War Department that

" Hathan Floyd,"Whitey" licNeilly, and Newt
Meely, previously listed as missing in the
lorth African Campaign, arc now reported as
prisoncrs .of War and held in German prison
camps, for the duration. Every since we
first rcceived the nows, that thesc boys
were nissing in action, wo haver stcadfastly
belicved, that somchow, someway, we all would
be re-united again, and this latest message
from the War Department confirms our faith,
and we are still trusting that o similar
nessage will soon be received about Lt.
Robert Martin,

Yle roalize that being a prisoncr of war in
any country is far from being a funny situ—
ation, but to describe my porsoncl feelings,
theret's an old story, in fact, so old, it
has whiskers, and all of you have hecard it
: : : before —~ about the big bully, who wanted to
plc¥ o fight with the littlec fellow, and tricd to' scarc hinm, by informing him, that
he intcnded to cat hin up - and the little fellow, sarcastically replicd, "That, if
and when you do, you will have norc brains in your belly than you do in your head."
Thig story brings out ry point, that cur oncnics now have rmch better soldicrs in
their prison camps, than they-do.in their narching armics: I'd like to go on record
2s saying, that our boys in uniforn arc not the only' ones, who should be cited for
bravery, I have rceference to all-lothers, back horie, but in particular, "Whitey!S"
liother , lirs, Julia liclleilly, who, scvercl Sundays oo, abtended a prograrme at our
little Conrmnity Church, ot vhich tine, 211 our boys, who are ncmbers of this Church,
wore honored, by hoving their lothers, pay tribute to their Sons, by placing a-Star
on our Service Flag, When lirs. ilcNeilly's name was called, sho narched forward, with
unfeltcring step, and, with her head held high, and,altho! we know hor heart was ach-
%ng,bherc Wwas no outward show of crwtion, other than extrene pride. That, iy lads,
is a @hing we call COURAGE, and as long as we have iothers like this, so typical of
our pionecr ancesters, who founded this free Country ~ cll the dxis Dictators, with
thclrffin?tical ideas, from how until the cnd of tine, con NEVER change our American
way of life,

In this issue, we'd like to call your attention to an article, written cspecially
?or tho.Hoover Rail, by nonc other than REX STOUT, one of Ancrica's nest outstand-
ing gadlo Pbrsonalities. We arc indced proud that he thus honored our little paper.
Knowing the great denands that are sade upon lir, Stout's time, we doubly appreciate
the valued, consideration he has shown us.

In closing, let us remind:you again of the nccessity of writing letters, t hat we
riny, publish, .as, after all, they are the "LAIN /RTERY" in the life of the Hoover Rail.

Until next tine, GOOD LUCK,GOOD FIGHTING,AND .GOD BLESS YOU ALL.
Sincerély p

Jin Osborne




