
PIEDM ONT AIRLINES BECOMES FIRST LOCAL SERVICE AIRLINE  
IN  THE UNITED STATES TO CARRY A M IL L IO N  PASSENGERS

"O N E  IN  A  M IL L IO N "  -  P iedmont's m il l io n th  passenger. Miss Ruth Ann G e e , H o llin s  

C o llege  student from R ichm o nc tV irg in ia , is shown w ith  C apta in  F loyd S tickney  be fore 

boarding F lig h t 32 , February 26, 1954, from Roonoke to  Richmond, V irg in io ._________

Piedmont's f irs t passenger, M r .  W .D .  Turner, 

Shell O i l  Company, is shown boarding f l ig h t  

on February 20 , 1948.________________________

Piedmont A ir l in e s  became the f irs t loca l 

service a ir l in e  in the U n ited  States to  carry  

a m il l io n  passengers.

The "m i l l io n th  passenger" was p re tty  Ruth 

Ann G ee , a ju n io r at H o ll ins  C o llege  who 

was f ly in g  to Richmond fo r a weekend w ith  

her parents, M r .  and M rs . Edward F . G e e .

Miss G ee , whose fa ther is a v ic e  president 

o f the State Planters Bank o f Richmond, was 

presented a bouquet o f roses by Roanoke's 

V ic e -M a y o r  Robert W . W oody just before 

she boarded the a ir l in e r  at Woodrum F ie ld  

for the hour f l ig h t  home.

Being selected fo r the honor came as a b ig 

surprise to the p re tty  co lleg e  g ir l but f ly in g  

itse lf  is routine to  he r. She said she prefers 

f ly in g  to any o ther form o f t r a v e l .

But it  was a b ig  event fo r Piedmont A ir l in e s  

w h ich  f le w  its f irs t passenger, an o i l  com p
any e xe cu tive , February 20 , 1948. Since 

then Piedmont planes have ro lle d  up a to ta l 

o f 2 3 ,9 5 5 ,2 4 5  a ir  m iles .

V ic e -M a y o r  W oody, in con g ra tu la ting  Miss 

Gee and w ishing her a happy f l ig h t  home 

also praised Piedmont's record os a loca l

serv ice a ir l in e ,  no ting  tha t i t  is the f irs t 

o f the na tion 's  v i t a l l y  im portan t loca l ser

v ic e  lines to  reach the m il l io n  passenger 

m ark.

Piedmont serves 26 c it ie s  in seven states 

w ith  its operation headquarters in W ins ton - 

Salem, N .  C . It uses 24-passenger D C -3 's .

Since its f irs t yea r o f op e ra t io n . Piedmont 

has also carr ied  4 ,7 3 8 ,1 9 8  pounds o f  a ir  

mail and 4 ,5 1 6 ,2 4 8  pounds o f  a ir  express, 

and 4 ,8 3 3 ,9 6 0  pounds o f a i r  f re ig h t .

The crew on the Piedmont p lane th a t c a r 

ried Miss Gee to Richmond was C apta in  

F loyd S tickney , P ilo t Lee D 'Armond and 

Purser Davis M e l lo t t .  They are based at 

N o r fo lk .

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PIED M O N T C O N TIN U E S  TO  
BE A RECORD BREAKER

Setting records by Piedmont is c e r ta in ly  

no th ing  new -  but w e 've  reached the po in t 

where new records are go ing to  be tnore 

d i f f i c u l t  in the  fu tu re .  Reoching the  one

m il l io n  passenger mark before any o ther 

loca l service a ir l in e  is p a r t ic u la r ly  n o te 

w orthy  in v ie w  o f the fa c t tha t several of 

the lead ing  carriers began operations more 

than a year before Piedmont.

Looking ahead -  when can we expect to  

reach the 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  mark? Somebody 

cou ld  make a good guessing contest out 

o f th a t.

In 1953 we carried about 270 ,000  passen

gers. That's about 45 ,0 0 0  more than we 

carried  in 1952.

A t tha t rate o f increase it  looks l ik e  on 

easy matter to  get to tw o m il l io n  passen

gers in another three years -  maybe less.

That w ould  be h a lf  the tim e required to 

get our f irs t m i l l io n .  And it  w ou ld  un 

doub ted ly  be another record smasher among 

a ll  loca l service a ir l ines  fo r P iedm ont.

But just fo r fun -  le t 's  t ry  to  do i t  in tw o 

years I

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Total passengers f low n  in 1953:

270,524  

An increase o f  587% over 1948.
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