
W e l l ,  1955's o f f  and runn ing . This cou ld  

be The Y e a r .  First o f f ,  the H inshaw Bil I 

hasn 't been fo rgo tten  by any means. W il l  

we get our permanent c e r t i f ic a te  th is year?  

And how about W ash ing ton? You a ll know 

how we need new te rm ina ls . W i l l  a D C - 

3 rep lacem ent come on the scene this year?  

W a it  and see. In th is business, one learns 

to  w a it  -  ve ry  p a t ie n t ly .

Plans to  a c t iv a te  M y r t le  Beach as an A ir  

Force base are c o n t in u in g  apace . Present 

plans c a ll fo r 150 in te rcep to r  jets , e x te n 

sion o f  runways to  9500 fe e t ,  and the bas

ing o f  some 6000 m i l i ta ry  and c iv i l ia n  per

sonnel . AF brass wasn 't too enthusiastic 

about con tinued  commercial use o f  the 

F ie ld ,  but the C ity  Fathers were adamant 

on tha t one —  e ith e r  Piedmont stayed on 

th# field or Air Force d id n 't  get i t .  The

last t im e we v is ited  M y r t le ,  we drove out 

post the  Reservation, and k idd ies , tha t's  

g o in g  to  be a beeg w a n l How about MYR 

as a yea r-round  stop?

Right here and now I w ant to  say " th a n x "  
to  a m ighty  f ine  g a l ,  M ary  Irv in  Reavis, 

who has so fa i th fu l l y  put th is paper to 

gether fo r  so many months. M ary  Irv in  is 

ta k in g  time out to  p la y  M am a, and it's 

sure go ing to  seem strange w ith o u t her.

Her p lace  as Assistant Ed ito r is be ing ca p 

a b ly  f i l le d  by Dot W ic k e r ,  Les Watson's 

sm iling  secre ta ry , who I know w i l l  co n 

t inue  the precedent M ary  Irv in  set.

Industry Spotl ite : D O U G LA S  AIRCRAFT

C O .  w i l l  spend'$2 m i l l io n  du ring  1955 

on promotion and ad ve rt is in g . Theme: 

Everywhere Under the Sun, Depend on 

Douglas. C.AA A D M IN IS T R A T O R , FRED 

B. LEE, estimates 1954 sked a ir l in e  t r a f 
f i c  at 3 4 ,6 7 3 ,0 0 0  passengers, 10% above 

1953. SCHEDULED AIRLINE DOMESTIC 

PASSENGER FATA LITY  RATE d ro p p e d l5 ~  

0 .0 8  fa ta l i t ie s  per 100 m i l l io n  passenger 

m iles , surpassing the ra i lroad  rate o f  0 .1 6  

per 100 m i l l io n  passenger m iles . N A T I O N 

AL AIRLINES suffered major setback in 

its h e lico p te r  program when M ia m i Beach 

C i ty  C ounc il refused to  consider ho ld ing  

hearings on sites fo r a h e l ip o r t  in the a rea . 

P A N -A M E R IC A N  has in d ica ted  Interest

in the 500 plus mph Boeing 707 Jet Trans

p o rt ,  may order one or more fo r  d e l iv e ry  

in 1959. BRAN IFF AIRWAYS had th e ir  

loca l serv ice  route renewed, but must 

share it  w ith  United  and O z a rk .

H o w 'ja  l ik e  to  be in F lo r ida  now ? I went 

down over N ew  Y ear 's , and what a deal 1 

Temperature nearly  80, w ate r b lue as the 

sky, palm trees swaying in the b reeze, 

shorts, ba th ing  suits e v e ryw h e re . They 

te l l  me Heaven looks something l ik e  F lo r

id a .  It does seem tha t we ought to  have 

service fu rthe r South, l ik e  Coral Gables, 

fo r  instance?

Had a chance to  d r ive  over the West V i r 

g in ia  tu rnp ike  the o ther d a y .  This beau

t i fu l  road runs between P r in ce to n -B lu e f ie ld  

and Charleston, and has re a l ly  cut the 

d r iv in g  t im e .  It's a t o l l  road, $ 1 .65  from 

end to  end, 87 m iles. I 've  seen i t  many 

t imes from the a ir ,  o f  course, but u n t i l  

you 've  d r iven  both the o ld  and new roads, 

you d on 't  re a l ly  apprecia te  i t .  West V i r 

g in ia  is to  be co ng ra tu la ted .

A  group o f  F rontier A ir l in e s  employees 

have formed a Uranium Prospecting Com

pany, headquarters at 1650 G rant Street, 

Denver, C o lo rado . One o f the d irectors 

is a former f ie ld  representative o f  the 

A to m ic  Energy Commission. 20 m i l l io n  

shares o f stock at 1 cent (N o  M isp rin t)  

have been authorized  to  anyone in terested. 

Company is to  prospect the Four Corners 

A rea  o f  the C o lorado P la teau. Sounds l ik e  

fu n ,  anyw ay.

So the holidays are behind us fo r  another 

yea r, and now it 's  t im e fo r  the tough mon

ths . There sure is a rugged job ahead in 

January , February and M arch . D ig 'em 

up . Lads and Lassies, and sell 'em . Grouse 

season coming up in Western C a ro lina  — 

should be good fo r  many a hun te r.
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