
: A  B A P P R O V E S  C M  H

O n  Ja n u a ry  17 , th e  lo n g - a w a i te d  w o rd  

was o u t -  The C i v i l  A e ro n a u t ic s  Board 

a p p rove d  P iedm o n t 's  C o lum bus  a p p l i c a 

t i o n .  In d o in g  so, th e  Board f o l lo w e d  

th e  E xa m in e r 's  re po rt  p r e c is e ly ,  g r a n t 

ing  P iedm ont the  routes b e tw e e n  C o lu m 

bus and C h a r le s to n  d i r e c t  and b e tw e e n  

C o lum bus and C h a r le s to n  v ia  P a rke rsb u rg -  

M a r ie t t a .

In th e  same d e c is io n ,  the  Board g ran te d  

Eastern A i r l in e s  request t o  serve C o lu m 

bus, b u t d is a l lo w e d  E astern 's  request to  

in c lu d e  C h a r le s to n  on t h e i r  C h a r lo t t e -  

C o lum bus r o u te .  The Board 's  o rd e r  thus 

g ives  th e  res idents  o f  Colum bus e x c e l le n t  

s e r v ic e ,  b o th  short and long  h a u l ,  and 

the  o rd e r  must be con s id e re d  e q u i ta b le  

fo r  a l l  c o n c e rn e d .

The Board o rde r becomes e f f e c t i v e  M a rc h  

18 and i t  is a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  se rv ic e  w i l l  

b e g in  ab ou t th a t  d a te .  Present p lans c a l l  

fo r  the  i n i t i a l  a d d i t io n  o f  fo u r  round tr ip s  

pe r d a y ,  tw o  C o lu m b u s -C h a r le s to n  d i r e c t  

and tw o  v ia  P a rk e rs b u r g -M a r ie t ta .  To 

h a n d le  th is  in c re a s e ,  an a d d i t io n a l  C -4 7  

has been purchased fro m  M e te o r  A i r  T rans

p o r t ,  and w i l l  be d e l iv e re d  to  W in s to n -  

Salem fo r  m o d i f i c a t io n  on J a n u a ry  2 0 .

It w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be re leased  fo r  se rv ic e  

abou t A p r i l  1.

O n e  o f  th e  m a jo r  p rob lem s c o n f ro n t in g  

o u r  C o lum bus o p e ra t io n  is th e  severe 

shortage o f  space in  th e  T e rm in a l B u i ld in g .  

Severa l so lu t io n s  have  been p roposed , 

am ong them  a c o m b in e d  T W A -P ie d m o n t  

O p e ra t io n  s im i la r  t o  th a t  in  C in c in n a t i ,  

o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a sep ara te  b u i l d in g .  A t  

th is  w r i t i n g ,  no d e c is io n  has been re a c h e d .

The f i e l d  a t Colum bus has u n de rg one  re 

m a rka b le  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  th e  last fe w  

ye a rs .  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  A v ia t io n  has a 

la rg e  o p e ra t io n  th e re  as has the  A i r  F o rc e .  

A dde d  to  the  e x te n s iv e  co m m e rc ia l  o p e ra 

t io n s ,  th is  makes C o lum bus  an e x t re m e ly  

h e a v i l y  used f i e l d .  C o lum bus i t s e l f  has 

d e v e lo p e d  in to  a m a jo r  m a n u fa c tu r in g  

c e n te r ,  and has g row n by  leaps and bounds 

It is th e  C a p i to l  o f  th e  S tate  o f  O h io ,  and 

th e  home o f  th e  famous O h io  S tate  U n i 

v e rs i t y  "B u cke ye s " ,  B ig Ten C o n te n d e r  in  

th is  ye a r 's  Rose B o w l .  D u r in g  th e  f o o t 

b a l l  season, S a tu rday  t r a f f i c  to  and from

C olum bus shou ld  be t e r r i f i c ,  s ince  th is  is 

one c i t y  w h ic h  takes  its fo o tb a l l  s e r io u s ly .

P a rke rsbu rg , W .  V a .  is in  th e  he a rt  o f  

th e  d is t r ic t  k n o w n  as th e  "A m e r ic a n  R u h r " .  

C o a l ,  gas, in e x h a u s t ib le  w a te r  s u p p ly ,  

and ch e a p  e le c t r i c  p o w e r  are on ha n d , 

and s te e l ,  cem en t and o i l  are n e a rb y .

W ood  C o u n ty  A i r p o r t  w h ic h  serves bo th  

P arke rsburg  and M a r ie t t a  has th re e  ru n 

w ays  4 0 0 0  fe e t  o r  more and is 1 i g h t e d . It 

is served b y  A m e r ic a n  A i r l in e s  and by  A l l e 

g h e n y ,  c o n n e c t in g  Parkersburg w i t h  C in 

c in n a t i ,  W a s h in g to n ,  W h e e l in g ,  P it tsb u rg h , 

In d ia n a p o l is  and C h ic a g o .

M a r ie t t a ,  O h io ,  s is te r c i t y  to  Parke rsburg , 

is a lso fas t b e c o m in g  an in d u s tr ia l  c e n te r .

It is th e  home o f  M a r ie t t a  C o l le g e ,  and 

th e  s i te  o f  a m a jo r  in t e r c o l le g ia te  sports 

e v e n t ,  The M a r ie t t a  R e g a tta ,  th e  "W o r ld 's  

S e r ies "  o f  r o w in g .

The C om p any  looks fo rw a rd  w i th  p leasure  

to  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  se rv in g  these th re e  

f in e  c i t ie s  fo r  we fe e l th a t  we can p ro v id e  

a m uch needed s e r v ic e .  M a y  ou r  associ -  

a t io n  be b o th  lo n g  and p le a s a n t .

BEST DECEMBER IN  HISTORY
P iedm ont rang th e  b e l l  in  D e ce m b e r ,  s h o w 

in g  th e  best passenger loads fo r  th a t  month 

in  o u r  h is to r y .  2 4 ,0 3 6  p e o p le  f l e w t h e  Route 

o f  th e  Pacem akers in  D e cem ber ,  fo r  a load 

fa c t o r  o f  5 1 % .  (Load f a c t o r  is th e  ra t io  o f  

passengers c a r r ie d  to  a v a i la b le  sea ts ). This 

is a f in e  s h o w in g ,  and a l l  em p loyees  are 

to  be c o n g ra tu la te d .

F igures  fo r  1954 are in ,  and th e y  speak 

v o lu m e s .  P iedm ont c a r r ie d  3 0 8 ,1 8 9  pas

sengers in  1954 , and fo recas ts  fo r  1955 

in d ic a te  w e  w i l l  c a r ry  some 3 4 5 ,0 0 0  p e o 

p l e .  Passenger re venue  was up 10%  o ve r  

19 54 . Passenger re ve n u e  goal fo r  '5 5  is 

set a t  $ 4 , 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  A ls o  p re d ic te d  fo r  

1955 is a 5 0 %  ave rage  system load  f a c t o r .  

This w i l l  ta k e  some d o in g  in  th e  lean  

months o f  J a n u a ry ,  F e b ru a ry ,  and M a rc h .  

T ha t o ld  b u g a b o o ,  d e la y s ,  is in fo r  a b e a t 

in g  i f  1955 p re d ic t io n s  com e t r u e - - t h e y ' r e  

fo re ca s t  to  d ro p  1 5 % .

In th e  f in a l  a n a ly s is ,  th e  answer to  w h e th e r  

w e  re ach  o u r  1955 goa ls  l ie s  in  th e  e ffo r ts  

o f  each  e m p lo y e e .  In an e f f o r t  to  assist

in  m e e t in g  these g o a ls .  The P ie d m o n ito r  

w i l l  p e r i o d i c a l l y  p u b l ish  o u r  progress t o 

w a rd  th e m .  I f  e v e ry o n e  is consc ious  o f  

ou r  a im s, i f  w e a l l  p u l l  to w a rd  th e  same 

o b je c t i v e ,  1955 w i l l  be P iedm o n t 's  to p  

y e a r .

A A  T H A N X  P A I

A m e r ic a n  A i r l i n e s  is m ig h ty  g ra te fu l  to  

P iedm ont these  d a y s ,  as th e  f o l l o w in g  l e t 

t e r  f rom  J .  H .  G ib s o n ,  A A 's  S u p t .  o f  F l y 

ing  O p e ra t io n s  shows. His l e t t e r ,  a d d 

ressed to  B i l l  A n s p a c h ,  LY H  S ta t io n  M a n 

a ger reads: " I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  s ta te  th a t  th e  

pe rsonnel o f  P iedm ont A i r l i n e s ,  w i t h  no 

e x c e p t io n s ,  b e n t  o v e r  ba ckw a rd s  to  a c c o 

m oda te  us and o u r  e q u ip m e n t  and to o k  e x 

c e l le n t  ca re  o f  ou r passengers. T h e ir  f l i 

gh t 75  made a n o n -s c h e d u le d  s top at L y n c h 

bu rg  to  a c c o m o d a te  o u r  Roanoke passengers 

and th e y  set up t ra n s p o r ta t io n  f o r  th e  re 

m a in in g  e le v e n  passengers to  H o w a rd  J o h n 

son's re s ta u ra n t and made a l l  a r rangem ents  

w i th  same fo r  m e a ls .  T hey  h a n d le d  th e  

tra n s fe r  o f  o u r  e q u ip m e n t ,  bag  and b a g 

ga g e ,  and assumed cu s to d y  o f  th e  m a il  

w i th  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

M a i ls  a t th e  L y n ch b u rg  Post O f f i c e .  I say 

th a t  these men are t r u l y  d e se rv in g  o f  ou r  

g r a t i tu d e  and c o m m e n d a t io n . "

H I T C H E D

D a r le n e  L .  B u rk h o ld e r ,  |N T ,a n d  T . L . 

M a r t i n ,  IN T  -  N o v e m b e r  2 4 .

V .  A .  H o w a rd ,  IN T , and Sandra Jean 

Regan, IN T  -  Ja n u a ry  1 •

W e w o u ld  l i k e  to  e x te n d  o u r  d e e p 

est sym p a th y  to :

C a r l  K u h lm a n ,  W in s to n -S a le m  

A c c o u n ta n t ,  upon th e  d e a th  o f  

his f a t h e r ,  W a l te r  S co tt  K u h lm a n ,  

Sr. o f  A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia  on  J a n u 

a ry  2 3 .


