
IT BEGAN A LONG TIME AGO 

IN JULY, 1940 TO BE PRECISE

For it  was on J u ly  2 , 1940 that Piedmont 

A v ia t io n  was incorporated under the laws 

o f  the State o f  N orth  C a ro lina . And at 

tha t t im e , negotia tions w ith  the Piper A ir  

c ra ft  Corpora tion  and Stinson A irc ra ft  re - 

suited in the in fan t company ob ta in ing  

d is tr ibu to r  franchises for the sale o f these 

airp lanes in N orth  C a ro lina . U n t i l  the 

outbreak o f  W orld  War j j ,  the p r inc ipa l 

a c t iv i t y  o f  the Company was a irc ra f t  sales 
and s e rv ic e .

Then came the w ar, and Piedmont's t h in k ­

ing and e fforts  were turned toward the war 

e f fo r t ,  and p i lo t  t ra in in g  sh ifted  in to  high 

gear. Approved by the C A A  as a primary 

and advanced f l ig h t  school, la te r as an 

a irc ra f t  and engine overhaul agency, (the 

o n ly  one between Washington and A tlan ta ) 

piedmont was awarded contract a fte r con - 

trac t  fo r  f l ig h t  t ra in in g  in a ll phases, pri - 

mary, p re -g l id e r ,  secondary, c ross -coun - 

t r y ,  ins truc to r ,  and n ig h t - f ly in g  courses.

Turn back the c lo c k  s t i l l  fu rthe r. Imagine 

a young man o f 21, who had learned to 

f l y  at 16, who held a commercial p i lo t  

c e r t i f ic a te  and an instructors ra ting .Th is  

young man was a na tive  o f  W inston-Salem , 

had attended the U n ive rs ity  o f  A r izona , 

and in the summer o f 1939, returned to  

W inston-Salem  assoc ia tb ting  w ith  the Cam ' 

el C i ty  F ly in g  Service as sales manager.

In 1940, when Piedmont A v ia t io n  was 

formed from the nucleus o f the Camel C ity  

F ly ing  Serv ice , th is young man became 

the c o n tro l l in g  s tockho lde r. V ice  Presi­

d en t,  Treasurer, and a D irec to r  o f the 
new company.

In 1943, th is young man was e lec ted  

President o f  Piedmont A v ia t io n ,a n d  jus t ly  

so, fo r  since he had been instrumental in 

expand ing  Piedmont's sales to  the po in t 

where the Company sold more a irc ra f t  than 

the to ta l o f  a l l  com pe tit ive  makes,he was 

an obvious ch o ice .  Furthermore, P ied­

mont's t ra in in g  programs had been b u i l t  

up to  the po in t where they were recog ­
n ized  as be ing among the country 's  f ines t, 

and had rece ived  specia l recogn it ion  by 

the State Department as the agency s e l ­

ec ted  to  t ra in  Centra l and South A m e ri­
can students.

But much o f piedmont's success was w a r-  
s t im ula ted , and the days o f expanded 

tra in ing  programs were numbered. Con­

vinced  o f  the permanence o f commercial 

a v ia t io n ,  sure o f its growing p lace in the 

American economy, this young man had 

a vision, o vision w hich when carried  to 

com ple tion was to  earn him the respect 

o f  the en tire  av ia t ion  industry, and the 

adm ira tion  o f his employees and f e l lo w - 

c it ize n s .  His name is Thomas H. Davis.

Yes, Tom Davis had a dream, and it was 

w e l l- fo u n d e d . Rail and road transporta­

tion  N orth -South  through this area was 

h ig h ly  deve loped, but to  the West, the 

peaks o f the Appalachians set up a  per­

manent barr ie r to  East-West surface trans­

po rt. Travel across the mountains was 

laborious and slow, to say the least.

What be tter area  for a ir  transportation 

could be found? The economic need was 
there -what about the actual opera tion?

In Piedmont A v ia t io n ,  there was the nuc­

leus o f an a ir l in e .  P ilo ts?  P len ty , to start 
out w i th .  Names fa m il ia r  to  a ll o f us, 

G i l le y ,  Saunders, Tod lock, Browning, 

Taylor, N icho lson , Dobbins, G a ither, 

Odum, Dark, Hagans. Maintenance 

people l ik e  C u lle r ,  C artw righ t,  Young, 

Waggoner, Whisenhunt, Barber, Rehder, 

F ix , a ll were here, q u a l i f ie d ,  used to 

work ing  as a  team, and ready to go.

So, in June, 1944, Piedmont f i le d  a p p l i ­

ca tion  w ith  the C iv i l  Aeronautics Board 

for au tho r ity  to  conduct scheduled local 

service operations. Later in 1944, CAB 

consolidated a ll app lica tions in this area 

in to  the now famous "Southeastern States 

C ase". When the Board announced its 

decis ion in A p r i l ,  1947, Piedmont was 

the on ly  ca rr ie r ce rt i f ic a te d  from a group 
o f  16 app licants .

The first scheduled f l ig h t  on the new sys­

tem was f low n  on February 20, 1948,with 

Leon Fox and "Horse" Dobbins in the co ck ­
p i t ,  and B il l M cG ee  as purser. As soon 

as p rac t icab le  a fter that date, a l l  other 

segments were inaugurated, u n t i l  by May 
14, 1948, the system was in fu l l  swing.

But Piedmont far from stopped grow ing. 

N ewport News and F aye tte v il le  were add­
ed to  the system in 1949, M y rt le  Beach in 

1950, Beckley and K n o xv il le  in 1952, 

Huntington in 1953, London-Corb in  in 1953, 
B lue fie ld  in 1954, and Parkersburg and

Columbus in 1955.

piedmont's o r ig in a l c e r t i f ic a te  was g ra n t­

ed fo r a three year p e riod , and on *Aay 

26, 1952, the C iv i l  Aeronaut ics Board 

rendered a decis ion g ran ting  Piedmont a 

renewal fo r a seven year te rm , longest 

thus far granted to  a loca l service ca rr ie r .  

The Board's decis ion read in pa rt ,  "The 

record ach ieved by Piedmont is so o u t ­

standing .................... as to  merit special
re c o g n it io n " .

Business has grown as people came to  know 

and trust Piedmont se rv ice , and as the 

f le e t  was expanded. In the f irs t  fu l l  month 

o f  ope ra tion , M arch , 1948, the P a ce ­

maker f le e t  carr ied  838 possengers. In 

our best month to  d a te , August, 1954, 

Piedmont transported 31 ,89 3  passengers, 

nearly  40 times as many in f iv e  times as 

many a irp lanes. From a nucleus o f  14 

p ilo ts ,  tha t group has grown to  12 2 ac tive  
p ilo ts .

Yes, Piedmont is g row ing , and w i l l  con­

t inue  to  g row .H ow ard  C a rtw righ t began 

his Piedmont experience  as a l in e  boy , 

as d id Eddie C u l le r ,  and Joe F ix ,  B il l 

Barber started as a  stock c le rk .  Red W i l ­

lard as a mechanic 's h e lpe r, George W i l ­

lard as a purser, as was B il i .McGee,Capt. 

Tom O rre l l  began as a l in e  b o y ,C a p tJ o m n  

Goodson as a purser, C ap t.  A ,  E. Smith 
as a m echan ic . Dozens o f  p ilo ts  were 

e ithe r instructors or students at F ixed 

Base a fte r the w a r, and have moved up 

the ladder. N e a r ly  a l l  Piedmont Station 

Managers have come up through the  ranks, 

as have most C h ie f  Agents. Most superv i­

sory maintenance personnel have risen 

through the ranks,and the  l is t keeps grow­
ing .

Where w i l l  i t  end? N o  one knows for c e r ­

ta in .  But one th ing  is sure. Piedmont pro ­

gress has p rov ided a goal fo r  eve ry  local 

service ca rr ie r  to  shoot a t .  If w i l l  provide 

a fu rther goal in the years ahead.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

Grow ye must, fo r growth and health 

are partners,

Yes, grow ye must, for when growth 

ceases, death begins.

Anonymous


