
IF Y O U  L I K E  BASS . . .

Then take the t r ip  we took  last w eekend— Brother, the bass are w a i t in g .  Y o u ' l l  need 

your ca r, and it 's  a long r id e ,  but to  the confirm ed f isherm an, tha t 's  a small p rice  to 
pay fo r real sp o rt .

W e're  ta lk in g  about Lake G eorge , F lo r id a , about 85 miles south o f  J a c k s o n v i l le .  Look­

ing at the map. Lake George seems to  be the headwater o f  the St. John's r iv e r ,  one o f
those screwball streams tha t flows no rth . 

The lake is a b ig  one, about 150 m ile s o f 

shore line , and not too  deep. The w ater 

is warm and d a rk , the bottom sandy, and 

m ile  a fte r m ile  o f  shore line is covered in 

water hyac in ths . Large bass in  the lake 

w i l l  run 10 to  15 pounds, no k id d in ',o n d

THAR'S BASS IN  THEM H Y A C IN TH S

THE M A N  IN  THE PALM SAYS "H E LLO "

the record is 21 pounds! (We s t i l l  th in k  

they pu lled  out a c o w !)  L ike  most game 

fish ,  the bass are smart— but they  can be 

o u t- th o u g h t,  b e lie ve  usl A t one p o in t ,  

we watched and photographed at least a 

dozen b ig  lunkers feed ing  on d ragon flies , 

and w ith o u t the s ligh test exagge ra t ion , 

they wou ld  jump at least tw o  fee t out o f

the w a te r.  O u r excurs ion was a spu r-o f 
the  moment a f fa ir  and we were i l l  p repar- 

ed(a l I we had was I ive  b a it  and a few  deep 

runn ing plugs) but one man using cricke ts  

on a sp inn ing r ig  caught e ig h t b ig  ones in 

an hour.

If your long suit is ca n e -p o le  f is h in g ,  you 

c a n 't  beat Lake G eo rge . Years ago,ships 

used to  sail down the S t. John's to  Lake 

George to  p ic k  up the c itrus f ru i t  crops, 

and the ruins o f  the o ld  p il ings  are s t i l l  

th e re .  These areas abound w ith  b lu e -g i l l  

bream and red-eared  shel I -c ra cke rs ,  f ine  

pan f is h .  This at least we were ready fo r.

BE SURE TO  TAKE YO U R  CAMERA

and the f ish ing  was f in e .  P ra c t ic a l ly  e v ­

e ry  cast in to  the  p il in g s  w i l l  net you a 

f in e  tab le  f is h .  D e ta iled  in fo rm a tion  on 

fa c i l i t ie s  may be had by w r i t in g  the F lo r­

ida  Chamber o f  Commerce, Tallahassee, 

but w e 'd  l ik e  to  put in  a p lug fo r  T ra il 's  

End, a small f ish ing  camp operated by W . 

F. Johnson, a re t ired  e n g ine e r . He has a 

few  boats, motors, and has a re a l ly  beau­

t i fu l  cab in  w h ich  can handle e igh t people 

in a p in c h , four ve ry  co m fo r ta b ly .  M r .  

Johnson doesn't r e a l ly  care much about a 

large c l ie n te le ,  but is o n ly  interested in 

a congenia l group o f  real sportsmen .You 

can w r ite  h im  d ire c t  fo r  in fo rm a t io n .  The 

address is: W . F. Johnson

T ra il 's  End 

G eorge tow n , F lor ida

To get to  T ra il 's  End, take  U . S . .17 South 

from Ja ckso n v il le  to  Satsuma, then  f o l ­

low  F lo r ida  309 to  the end . We wou ld  

l ik e  to  say th a t seldom have we had a 

more e n joyab le  t r ip ,  w h ich  is due in  large 

measure to  M r .  Johnson's co rd ia l hospi­

ta l i t y .

C L O S E R  T O  H O M E  .

Is Santee Cooper Dam, a fa v o r i te  f ish ing  

spot fo r  loca l ang lers . Located some 35 

miles south o f  Sumter, S. C . ,  there  are 

tw o  f in e  f ish ing  lakes. Lake M ar io n  and 

Lake M o u l t r ie .  Formed by a dam across 

the Santee R iver, there  is heavy under­

w a te r g row th , ideal fo r  bass and bream . 

Les Watson is a confirm ed Santee f ish e r ­

man, as the accom panying photos show. 

Together w ith  W a lt  R o l l ic k  and George 
W i l la rd ,  a real f ish ing  spree was staged.

Boats, motors, b a i t ,a n d  guide serv ice  are 

re a d i ly  a v a i la b le  at any one o f  a dozen 

commercial camps. Les and his cohorts 

have found th a t the  best w ay  is to  get on 

U .S .  52 to  S t. Stephens, S . C . ,  then take 

State Rt. 45 to  W ilkerson 's  Land ing . When 

you go, be sure to  o b ta in  a f ish ing  map 

showing nav igab le  channe ls . The lake  is 

fu l l  o f  stumps w h ich  can sure be rugged on
outboards. D on 't  miss Santee C o o p e r -----

i t 's  w e l l  worth the  t r ip .
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