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INTERNATIONAL AIR RACE
. , . Maxine Walker

The In te rn a t io n a l  A i r  Race is sponsored by  the  F lo r id a  C h a p te r  o f  the N in e ty -N in e s , In c .  

w h ic h  is an In te rn a t io n a l  O rg a n iz a t io n  o f  I icensed women p i lo t s .  The lAR is co-sponsored 

w i th  ano the r  governm ent each y e a r .  The race th is  yea r  was co-sponsored by the Cuban 

G ove rnm en t and M c A l l e n ,  Texas ac ted  as host.  The race was se tup  to  be run fo l lo w in g  

our annual c o n v e n t io n  o f  the  N in e t y - N i n e s ,  w h ic h  was he ld  i n M c A l l e n  so that the  two 

co u ld  be c o m b in e d ,  sav ing  an e x t ra  t r ip  to  ano the r  s ta r t in g  p o in t .

I f le w  as c o - p i l o t  w i th  Louise Sm ith ,  H igh  P o in t ,  N . C .  in  her Beechcra f t  Bonanza F-35. 

We departed  G reensboro ,  N .  C .  on June 10th fo r  M c A l l e n ,  Texas where we spent a 

w e e k  h a v in g  ou r  sh ip hand icapped  and co m p le t in g  d e ta i ls  fo r  the  start o f  the  ra c e .  Dur

ing th is  t im e  we a t tended  the annual co n v e n t io n  o f  the  N in e t y - N i n e s ,  I n c . ,  In te rna t iona l 

O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  L icensed Women P i lo ts .  M c A l le n  is lo ca te d  in  the southern t ip  o f  Texas, 

a s u b - t ro p ic a l  s tr ip  o f  land  a long  the  M e x ic a n  Border.

We to o k  o f f  on June 17th w i th  tw o  minutes separa t ion  be tw een  each a i r c ra f t  and fo l lo w 

ed a course w h ic h  to o k  us ove r  A l i c e ,  Texas, Beaumont, Texas and V a ldos ta ,  G e o rg ia .  

We remained o v e rn ig h t  a t  F t .  L a u de rda le ,  F lo r id a  and then  departed  the  fo l lo w in g  day 

fo r  the  f in a l  hop to  C uba and the  te rm in a t io n  o f  the  ra c e .  N in e te e n  a i r c ra f t  entered 

the  race but o n ly  f i f t e e n  s tarted and fou rteen  f in is h e d .  We were res tr ic ted  to day t im e  

VFR o p e ra t io n  a long  the  rou te  (no o n - to p  f l i g h t  unless a l l  s tat ions a long  the route  were 

repo r t ing  1 ,0 00  fe e t  or b e t te r  and at least th ree  m i le s ) .  We were faced  w i th  a c h o ic e o f  

"on the d e c k "  or about 1 0 ,00 0  fe e t  o r  b e t te r  as our w h o le  route  was covered  w i th  low  

broken c louds to  sca t te red  w i th  C D  and CB bu i ldups  to  1 2 ,00 0  f e e t .  O u r  longest hop 

was from  Beaumont, Texas to  V a ld o s ta ,  G e o rg ia  where we spent the n igh t  o f  the 17 th .  

A t  our stop In F t .  L a u de rda le ,  F o r ida ,  the re  was an endless round o f  en te r ta in m e n t  and 

a c t i v i t y .  O u r  f i rs t  even ing  in F t .  Lauderda le  was sponsored by members o f  the  Coral 

Ridge Y a ch t  C lu b .  We w ere  guests o f  the C lub  fo r  c o c k ta i ls  and the  f ines t  smorgasbord 

th a t  I have e ve r  had th e  p leasure o f  e a t in g .  O n  Thursday m orn ing ,  June 20 th ,  we were 

aga in  b r ie fe d  fo r  the  o v e r -w a te r  hop and g ive n  ins truc t ions on how to  opera te  our M ae 

West e q u ip m e n t ,  e t c .  The w e a th e r  was f in e  and v i s i b i l i t y  u n l im i te d .  The d is tance from 

F t.  Lauderda le  to  Va radero  Beach, Cuba was rou g h ly  250 m iles ,  p a r t l y  over the Ever

glades and then  about 100 m iles  o ve r  w a te r  from Key West to  V a radero  . There were th ree  

vessels spaced about 40  miles apa rt  a long  the  rou te  In the even t anyone w en t dow n , but 

we a l l  made the f l i g h t  just f i n e .  We were ab le  to  see the  coast l in e  o f  C uba about 30 

miles o u t .  We were the  fou r th  ship to  touch  the  ground and when e v e ry th in g  was computed 

speedw lse, w e  came in  seven th .  M y  p i l o t  re c e ive d  a b ra ce le t ,se t  w i th  a b e a u t i fu l  stone
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surrounded w i th  small d iamonds.

We stayed at the new Oasis M o te l  w h ic h  

is a ve ry  lo v e ly  and unusual p la c e .  O n  

our f i rs t  n ig h t  we w ere  honored by a w e l 

com ing  com m it tee  o f  the Cuban G o v e rn 

m en t.  The fo l lo w in g  d a y ,o n  June ,21st,we 

w en t by  a i r - c o n d i t io n e d  bus in to  Havana 

stopp ing  fo r  lunch  outs ide the c i t y  as guests 

o f  the Cuban G overnm ent. A f te r  ch e c k in g  

in to  our hote l fo r  the  n ig h t ,  we were taken  

by  spec ia l l imousines to the C a p i ta l  where 

we were presented to President B a t i s t a  . 

A f te r  a re c e p t io n ,  we w en t to  the famous 

T rop icana  C lub  fo r  d in n e r  and the show.

M rs .  M arg a re t  C a la w a y  and her c o - p i l o t ,  

Eloise M cB r id e  won f irs t  p la c e  in  th e i r  

Cessna 120. M rs .  Edna G a rdne r  W hyte  

came in second w i th  ano ther Cessna 120. 

Third p la ce  was taken  by a P iper Tri P a c e r . 

O u r  re tu rn  f l  igh t  was v e ry  t in e  bu t u n e v e n t 

f u l ,  m ak ing  stops at F t.  Lauderda le  f o r  

customs, C o lu m b ia ,  S. C .  fo r  lunch  and 

G reensbo ro .

We had a w onder fu l t im e  and I 'd  l i k e  to  

do i t  once a month and rest up in be tw een  .

ROLLICK RECEIVES 

HONORARY DEGREE

The Cen tra l Techn ica l in s t i tu te  o f  Kansas 

C i t y ,  M issour i  re c e n t ly  con fe rred  a n  

honorary  degree as an associa te in  the 

Science o f  A v ia t io n  E lec t ron ics  a n d  

Com m unica t ions to  W a l t  R o l l ic k ,  Assis tant 

Super in tendent o f  Com m un ica t ions  in  IN T .

The aw ard ing  o f  th isdegrfee is^a se rv ice  by 

the Cen tra l T echn ica l Ins t i tu te  to  p ro v id e  

re c o g n i t io n  to  in d iv id u a ls  who have made 

substant ia l con tr ib u t io n s  to  d e ve lopm en t  of 

the te c h n ic a l  or ope ra t io n a l  aspect* oi' 

e le c t ro n ics  and com m un ico t lons  In c i v i l  

and m i l i t a r y  a v ia t io n .

JUNE IS RECORD M ONTH

T ra f f ic  fo r  the month o f  June reached an 

a l l  t im e  h igh  w i th  4 3 ,4 3 4  passengers h av ing  

f lo w n  ove r  the  3 ,2 9 0  m i le  system.

A  new record was also set fo r  load fa c to r  

fo r  the  month o f  Ju n e ,  rea ch in g  a mark o f  

6 2 .3 2 % ,  a 9 .5 %  increase In passenger 

miles was also revea led  ove r  June o f  1 9 5 6 .
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