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Pres iden t T . H . D av is  p resented  N o r r is  Y ou n g  his 15 yea r  p in  in re c o g n i t io n  o f  the  com ­

p le t io n  o f  f i f t e e n  years w i t h  P iedm ont A v ia t i o n  on O c to b e r  1st. N o rr is  s ta r ted  w i th  

the  C o m p any  d u r in g  th e  W ar T ra in in g  S e rv ice  Program, and his con sc ie n t iou s  h a n d l in g  

o f  cus tom er a i r c r a f t  p rob lem s th ro u g h  th e  yea rs ,  has made his name synonymous w i th  

gooa a i r c r a f t  m a in te n a n c e  th ro u g h o u t  the  a rea  served by  the  F ixed  Base D iv is io n  o f  
P iedm o n t  A v i a t i o n .

WILLARD BUILDS MODEL VISCOUNT
D . R. "R e d "  W i l l a r d ,  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  

the  a i r c r a f t  e n g in e  o v e rh a u l  shop In IN T ,  

r e c e n t l y  c o m p le te d  a s ix  and one - h a l f  pound 

m ode l o f  th e  4 4  passenger C a p i ta l  A i r l in e s  

V is c o u n t ,  w h ic h  to o k  h im  1 ,1 2 5  hours to  

des ign  and b u i l d .  It has a fo u r  fo o t  w in g  

span and a u n iq u e  e n g in e  d r iv e  system th a t  

uses one  e n g in e  to  d r iv e  a l l  fo u r  p rops .

M r .  W i l l a r d ,  u n l i k e  m any  a i r p la n e  model 

b u i ld e rs ,  u s u a l ly  starts f rom  s c ra tch  and 

sca les d o w n  th e  t y p e  he desires to  b u i ld .

In the  case o f  th e  V is c o u n t ,  he pu rchased  

a s m a l l  75<^ k i t  a i r p la n e  w h ic h  measured

ab o u t  11 inches o v e ra l l  and by  c a re fu l  

m easurem ent,  he p r e c is e ly  t ra n s la te d  these 

d im ens ions in to  the  la rg e r  ve rs io n ,  w i th  

a l l  o f  th e  a e ro d yn a m ic  d e ta i ls  c a r e fu l l y  

w o rk e d  ou t and co m p le te  d raw ings  made 

b e fo re  p ro c e e d in g  w i th  the c o n s t ru c t io n .

Red adm its  th a t  he had to  do some " h lg h -  

f a l l u t l n g " s t u d y l n g  to  brush up on his a re o -  

d yn am lcs  and m e c h a n ic a l  d ra w in g .  He 

has s tud ied  e n g in e e r in g ,  che m is t ry  a n d  

phys ics  on  his o w n  a f te r  c o m p le t in g  h igh  

school and  manages to  keep  abreast o f  a l l  

th e  la te s t  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  In sp ite  o f  the
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h ig h  pressure and a c t i v i t y  a sso c ia ted  w i th  

his job  o f  see ing  to  It  th a t  a l l  s izes  o f  a i r ­

c ra f t  eng ines  are p r o p e r l y  and  e f f i c i e n t l y  

o v e r h a u le d .

M r .  W i l la r d  Is e sp e c ia l  l y  p ro u d  o f  t h e  

m o de l 's  p o w e r  p la n t  w h ic h  he c a l ls  a m u l t i -  

e n g ine  d r iv e  u n i t . A l  I fo u r  p r o p e l le r s  are 

d r iv e n  by  a s ln g le  e n g in e  w h ic h  Is m oun te d  

In th e  ce n te r  o f  th e  fu se la g e .  The p r o p e l le r  

shafts are m oun ted  on b a l l  b e a r in g s  a n d  

are d r iv e n  a t  a b o u t  1 5 ,0 0 0  rpm by  b e l t  
d r iv e s .

He s ta r ted  b u i l d in g  m ode l a i rp la n e s  ab o u t  

24 years ago s h o r t ly  a f t e r  he m a r r ie d  M rs .  

W i l l a r d .  She s ta r te d  r ig h t  in  b u i l d i n g  

models to o ,  and "R e d "  says th a t  she is 

m ig h ty  ha ndy  w i t h  p a in t i n g ,  t o o ls ,  m e c h a n i ­
ca l w o rk  and w o o d w o rk .

The model has no t be en  f lo w n  as y e t ,  and 

Red b e l ie v e s  th a t  w i t h  th e  r ig h t  c o n d i t io n s ,  

m ean ing  a b s o lu te ly  N O  W I N D ,  th a t  i t  

should  pe r fo rm  v e r y  w e l l  , He uses th re e  

co n t ro l  w i re s ,  tw o  fo r  f l i g h t  a t t i t u d e  and  

one fo r  e n g in e  speed .

M r . W i l  la rd  has been asked w h y  he d id  no t 

b u i ld  a model o f  the  F - 2 7  F a i r c h i ld  P ace ­

m aker s ince  P iedm ont w i l l  be us ing  th is  

ty p e  a i r c r a f t .  He has tw o  reasons f o r  

choos ing  the  V is c o u n t .  F i rs t ,  his e n g in e  

d r iv e  des ign  was no t r e a d i l y  a d a p ta b le  to  

th e  h ig h  w in g  c o n f ig u r a t io n  o f  th e  F - 2 7 ,  

and s e c o n d ly ,  he a l re a d y  has seve ra l  t w i n  

e n g in e  a i r c r a f t ,  w h ic h  ha ve  be en  success­

f u l l y  f l o w n  and th e  fo u r  e n g in e  t y p e  p r e ­

sented a c h a l le n g e  w h ic h  he hopes to  soon 

c o n q u e r .

S om e th ing  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  

w i th  d is ta s te ,  do  w i t h  r e lu c ta n c e  a n d  

boast ab o u t  fo re v e r  a f t e r .


