
B E C  K L E  Y  

Bob W i ls o n

The m a g ic  w o r d  fo r  th e  m onth  o f  F eb rua ry  

o f  1958 was S N O W  and more S N O W .  For 

14 days th e  te m p e ra tu re  s tayed  b e lo w  z e ro  

and  in  t h a t  t im e  snow o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 

to  f i v e  inches w i t h  d r i f t s  up to  3 to  5 f t .  

The road at  th e  ga te  o f  the  a i r p o r t  t o  the  

t e r m in a l  b u i l d i n g  was c losed  and the  o n ly  

w a y  to  g e t  here  was b y  a m ake  s h i f t  h i g h ­

w a y ,  and th a t  w a s n ’ t e a sy .

A  f e w o f  you  must w o n d e r w h a t  g o e s o n  w hen  

f l i g h t s  a re  no t  o p e r a t in g  and th e  w e a t h e r  

is b a d .  W e l l , t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  is to  w a k e  up 

and see h o w  m uch  snow you  h a ve  t o  d ig  

o u t  in  o rd e r  to  g e t  th e  o ld  bus g o i n g , t h e n  

comes th e  best p a r t  -  t r y i n g  to  g e t  the  

e n g in e  to  tu rn  o v e r .  This o p e r a t io n  no t  

o n l y  requ i res  a good  b a t t e r y  b u t  a s t rong  

and sound m in d  as 5 0 % o f  th e  t im e  i t  d o e s n ' t  

w o r k .  T h e n , t r y i n g  to  g e t  t o  th e  f i e l d  and ,  

i f  you  d o n ' t  k n o w  it -  a l l  a i r p o r ts  in  West 

V i r g i n i a  are l o c a t e d  on to p  o f  a m o u n t a i n .  

This o f  course is no p ro b le m  as you  a l r e a d y  

have  p re p a re d  y o u rs e l f  w i t h  th e  necessary  

t o o l s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  snow g r i p  t i re s  and 

c h a in s ,  s h o v e l ,  t r u n k  f u l l  o f  sand w i t h  

s a l t .  A f t e r  t o p p i n g  th e  m o u n t a in  and l e t t i n g  

th e  h i t c h h i k e r  o u t  ( f o r g o t  to  m e n t io n  t h a t  

is th e  o t h e r  e q u ip m e n t  you  shangh i  in  o rd e r  

to  g e t  t o  th e  t o p ) .  S o , a f t e r  t h a t ,  th e  road 

is l e v e l  and th e n  the  d r i f t s  c o m e ,  and come 

“ ".d c o m e ,

Y o u  o p e n  t h e o f f i c e  and s ign  on C K T , w i t h  

g lo v ? s  o n  o f  course  as th e  t e r m in a l  b u i l d ­

in g  f t m p e r a t u r e  is 30  d e g re e s .  A f t e r  m e l t ­

in g  th e  i c e  in  the  c o f f e e  p o t  and h d v in g  a 

cup  o f  i n s t a n t ,  th e  d a y  s ta r ts .

V

D u r in g  the  m on th  o f  F eb ru a ry  a l l  e q u i p ­

m en t  has been  c h e c k e d ,  th e  b a g g a g e  c a r t  

g i v e n a c o u p l e  o f  coa ts  o f  p a i n t ,  t h e o f f i c e  

p a in t e d  and a l l  w o o d - w o r k  c l e a n e d .  And  

t h a t  my f e l l o w  e m p lo y e e s  is w h a t  goes on 

w h e n  the  w e a t h e r  is bad a t  B e c k le y ,  W .  

V a .

Bob W i ls o n 's  n e w  home s hou ld  be c o m p le te d  

in  th e  n e x t  c o u p le  o f  months and i t  is a l l  

e l e c t r i c  -  e v e n  th e  h e a t .

The te r m in a l  b u i l d i n g  a t  B K W  is in  th e  p r o ­

cess o f  a r e - p a i n t  j o b .  The h a n g a r  is c o m ­

p le t e d  e x c e p t  fo r  w in d o w s  and the  new  

V O R  is on  tes t  and s hou ld  be c o m p le te d  in 

th e  n e x t  th re e  m on ths .

The tw o  lo c a l  newspapers are g i v i n g  the  

p e o p le  in  th e  a rea  the  d a i l y  f l  i g h t  progress 

on th e  f l i g h t s  fo r  th e  w i n t e r  o p e ra t io n s  -  

t h a t  is th e  f l  ights t h a t  o v e r f l y  due to  w e a t h e r ,  

f i e l d  c o n d i t io n s  and n o n - r e v e n u e .

We now have  A V IS  U - D r i v e - l t  a t  th e  f i e l d  

as w e l  I as in  t o w n  .

C H A R L E S T O N  

Ruth M i l l e r

C H W h a s h a d  i ts sha re  o f  bad snow y  w e a th e r  

fo r  th is  w i n t e r ,  a l th o u g h  It c e r t a i n l y  hasn ' t  

lo w e re d  th e  sp ir i ts  o f  th e  r e g u l a r p a r t y  p e o ­

p l e .  B i l l  S co t t  had a " g o in g  a w a y "  p a r t y  

in  his home fo r  J im  M c N e i l l  w h o  t r a n s ­

fe r re d  to  I N T  Feb .  1 . I t was a surpr ise to  

M a c  and f rom a l l  i n d i c a t io n s  a good t im e  

was had b y  a l l .

A b o u t  t w e l v e  o f  us w e n t  b o w l i n g  on J a n .

25 and a l t h o u g h  most o f  us had ne ve r  b o w le d  

b e fo r e ,  we  had a " s la m m in g "  good t i m e .  

H ig h  scores fo r  th e  e v e n in g  w e re  made by  

B i l l  S c o t t ,  J im  M c N e i l l  and B i l l  C ash .  

B i l l  Hanson is a f i n e  b o w le r  and a lm ost gets 

d o w n  on his knees w h e n  he lets  go o f  the  

b a l l  (says jus t  p ra y in g  th a t  h e ‘ 11 ge t  a s t r ik e  

o r  a s p a re ) .  W e g i r ls  d id  r i g h t  w e l l  t o o .

E n jo y e d  a v i s i t  f rom  Tom C o w e n ,  C V G .  

We a l l  w e re  a b le  to  brush up on  p rope r  p r o ­

cedures  and o b ta in  answers to  m any  o f  ou r  

ques t ions  on  SIRP, N O S H O  P e n a l t ie s ,  e tc .

V a c a t io n s  are  b e g in n in g  and F rank  Burns 

is n e x t . We be l  i e v e  he p lans  to  spend most 

o f  his t im e  f l y i n g  as he does on al I his days 

o f f .  He p i l o t s  fo r  K a n a w h a  A v i a t i o n  A i r  

T a x i  S e rv ic e  and gets in  a lo t  o f  hours .  . . 

jus t  c a n ' t  s tay  a w a y  f rom  th e  a i r p o r t .
V

A l w a y ^ e n j o y  the  N R S A  v is i to r s  and espe ­

c i a l l y  those w h o  come H O M E  fo r  a v i s i t  w i t h  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  V i s i t s w i t h  m a n y  th i s m o n th  

in c lu d e d  Joe H ig h ,  J a c k  K e l l e y ,  Russell 

G r a s s ,a l l  F irst  O f f i c e r s  fo r  P A l , a n d  E v e ly n  

F i t z h u g h - R I C  and M r s . Jirri  K e n d r i c k - P K B ,  

v i s i t i n g  her  a u n t . (Just a no te r i f  you  h a v e n ' t  

seen the  K e n d r i c k ' s  l i t t l e  d a u g h te r ,  you 

have  missed s o m e th in g .  A l l  th e  passengers 

com m en t  on  h e r .  She's v e r y  f r i e n d l y , a n d  

r i g h t  a f t e r  C hr is tmas she t r a v e le d  w i t h  her 

do l  I , and b o th  do l  I and l i t t l e g i r l  are  t r u l y  

l o v e l y .

C H W  has m a n y  in te re s te d  in  sports .  There 

are  a lw a y s  d iscussions a b o u t  th e  games b e -  
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ing  p la y e d :  Basebal I , f o o t b a l l ,  b a s k e tb a l l ,  

jus t  name th e  s p o r t .  C ash ,  C o m e r ,  a n d  

M a c C o r m i c k  w i l l  miss k i d d i n g  M e  N e i l l

ab o u t  W .  V a  . g re a tn e s s ...............how  h a p p y

t h e y  w e re  he w a s n ’ t here  to  k i d  a b o u t  the  

D u k e - W .  V a . b a s k e tb a l l  g a m e .  E ve ry  

Tuesday e v e n in g  a f t e r  w o r k , s e v e r a l  o f  the  

boys go  to  South  C h a r le s to n  fo r  a b a s k e t ­

b a l l  w o r k o u t  w i t h  one  o f  th e  lo c a l  c h u rc h  

team s .  The Cash f a m i l y .  B i l l  and E d i t h ,  

bo th  p l a y  on th e  S t .  A lb a n s  PTA M e n  and 

W o m e n ’s b a s k e tb a l l  te a m s .

W e ' r e  a l l  l o o k i n g  fo r w a rd  to  s p r in g  and 

summer,  and th e  c o m in g  F - 2 7 .  ( t ‘ s t ru e  

1 958 ho lds  m uch  in  s to re fo r  ai I .

C H A R L O T T E  

A .  J .  S h u l le y

C h a r l o t t e  does i t  a g a in  b y  b r e a k in g  q u o ta  

b y  141,  g o in g  o v e r  J a n u a ry  a y e a r  ago by  

1 0 0 .  This is a new  re c o rd  fo r  any  Jan ,  

and i f  w e  ke e p  up th is  p a c e ,  i t  looks  l i k e  

a busy y e a r  fo r  a l l  o f  us.

Somet imes b e in g  h e lp f u l  can  be e m b o r ra s -  

s ing  and th e re  is n o th in g  in  th e  manua ls  

to  ta k e  ca re  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  N o t  long  

a g o , a  y o u n g  la d y  a t  th e  c o u n te r  was asked 

b y  a d u t i f u l  a g e n t  i f  he c o u ld  be o f  any  

h e l p .  W i t h  a sheep ish  g r i n ,  she rem arked ,  

" N o ,  t h a n k  y o u .  I ’ ve  a l r e a d y  been  h e lp e d "  

and tu rn e d  a w a y .  It was t h e n  th a t  he n o ­

t i c e d  t h a t  th e  s to rk  w o u l d  a r r i v e  most any  

d a y .

A n o th e r  unusua l  e x p e r i e n c e  was th e  case 

o f  a passenger ,  M r .  B a l l ,  g i v i n g  up his 

seat to  an i n v a l i d  s ta n d b y  passenger and 

in  so d o in g  d e l a y i n g  his o w n  i t i n e r a r y .  It 

jus t  p roves  t h a t  p e o p le  can  be most w o n d e r ­

fu l  in  an a lm os t  im p o ss ib le  s i t u a t i o n .

M o t h e r  n a tu re  d e a l t  us one  f rom  th e  b o t to m  

w i t h  the  re c e n t  reco rd  s n o w fa l I .  P le n t y  o f  

fun  fo r  a l l , a n d  O p e r a t i o n  S n o w d r i f t  g a ve  

us a l l  a l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  We can  now 

h o n e s t l y  s y m p a th iz e  w i t h  o u r  b ro th e r  agents 

in  th e  m ou n ta in s  and n o r th e rn  s ta t io n s .

I N T R O D U C I N G  C H A R L O T T E  

S T A T I O N  P E R S O N N E L

J . D . W est was bo rn  in  M o n r o e ,  N  . C . in 

1923 and a f t e r  s c h o o l in g  in  his h o m e to w n ,  

w e n t  t o  N .  C .  S ta te .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  he 

j o i n e d  th e  A i r  Force  in  1942 and a f t e r  r e -  

(C o n t 'd  . on  Page 3 )


