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STATION OF THE MONTH . . .

Y ou  step o ff  Flight 350 in  
W ilm ington , North  Carolina, 
w a lk  into the m odern  te rm ina l  
and you im m ed ia te ly  sense an  
air of fe st ive  excitem ent. . . I t ’s 
Azalea  Festival Tim e, one of the  
gayest even ts  in  the South.

4 s  you  go around touring the  
beautifu l garden spots, you  
w onder  i f  all the beauty queens  
visi t ing  for the occasion can 
m atch  the colorful m a jes ty  of 
Q ueen Nature. Y o u ’ve never  
seen so m any  radiant flowers... 
it  is no w onder  tha t everyone  
has caught the gay spirit o f 
Spring  in a p lay fu l mood.

I t ’s a w hir lw in d  four days.
A long  w ith  250,000 other care
free  people you  join in  a street  
dance and enjoy  the outdoor art 
exhibit . Then, on Friday n ight  
“The Queen is Crowned!” L ove-  ! 
ly f i lm  star Debra Paget reigns  
this year and at her Coronation  
Pageant you  are entertained by  
va r ie ty  acts and the  display of 
even  m ore  “Queens of B eau ty .”
The n e x t  day y o u  cheer the  
m a m m o th  parade and gasp at 
the precision fly in g  o f the world  
fam ous B lue  Angels , the  N a vy  
aerobatic team. T hat n igh t  K ing  
John  Su tton  is  crowned and therei 
is another program  of varied
en ter ta inm en t and a dance. Sunday  y o u  get up late and take a 
le isurely dr ive  around the  s till colorful bu t resting city and r e 
tu r n  to the airport.

Y o u  greet the  P iedm ont agents and take  a m en ta l note to 

rem em ber  the nam es o f these fr iend ly  folks. N ow  there’s S ta t ion  

Manager Harold L ibscom b, Division Supervisor  P e ter  Jones,

Chie f A g e n t  Jam es Rutledge, and agents Ellis Ben ton , W il liam  

Conway, E vere t t  Kearney , E d m u n d  Kerr, and Jam es Sandifer.

\They ask you  to come back to N orth  Carolina’s m a jor  seaport  

city, pointing ou t tha t the ir  city of qu ie t beauty is a lways a 

place of u p - to -da te  am usem ents  w ith  some of the So u th ’s best  

beach resorts only 30 m inu tes  away. The  people of W ilm ing ton  
preserve the  spirit of southern  gracicnisness in  a c i ty  tha t is 
growing in  indus try  and m odern  convenience, growing in health  
and beauty, and offering m any  special attractions for its coun t
less visitors.

Y o u  climb aboard fl igh t 305 and as you  sett le  dow n  in your  
seat, you  are glad you  visi ted  our station <in W ilmington . . . es
pecially on N orth  Carolina’s m ost colorful w eekend , The  T w e l f 
th  A n n u a l  Azalea Festival.

“ Temporary” 10% Tax
At the beginning  of W orld 'coram erce, defense and  postal 

War II a “te m p o ra ry ” ten  per- ise rv ice ; and  plays favorites since
;en t tax  was imposed on passen 
ger transp o rta tion  in o rder to 
discourage non-essential travel 
by  civilians using common ca r 
riers. N early  fifteen years have 
passed since the end of the w ar  - 
and  the “te m p o ra ry ” tax  is still 
here. A tax  th a t was prac tical 
du r ing  the w ar  has long outlived 
its purpose and has become, as 
Sen. G. A. Sm athers  of F lorida 
says, “a drag  upon the civilian 
economy.”

But, of course, the re  is the 
“other side” of the picture. 
Those w ho a re  in  favor of the 
retention  of this tax  base the ir  
main a rg um en t on the  fact tha t it 
constitutes a source of revenue 
for the federa l governm ent. How-

it is a deductib le  expense for 
business b u t not for personal 
travel. Indeed, a com parit ive 
view of the situa tion  seems to 
offer li ttle sound reason for the 
continuation  of this tax.

P res id en t Eisenhow er has p ro 
claim ed 1960 as “Visit the U nited  
States Y ear” and  has called for 
an a ll-out national effort to p ro 
m ote the travel idea, and  legisla 
tive opinion on the  tax  s trongly  
suggests the ex istence of p len ty  
of an t i- tax  sen tim en t in  the new  
Congress. Needless to say, such 
an  a t t i tude  w a rra n ts  the  sup 
port  of every  A irline employee, 
P iedm ont included. The com 
panies th a t m ake up  the  nat io n ’s 
public transporta tion  s y  s t  e ms

ever, the  s treng th  of this a rg u - jh av e  long sought the repeal of 
m ent is considerably w eakened  I  th is  tax, and  have been  jo ined

THE CROWNING OF THE QUEEN! Governor of North  
Carolina, Luther H. Hodges crowns beautiful Debra Paget . 
Queen of the Azalea Festival.

because, as Sen. Sm athers  points 
out, “The passenger ta x  yields 
the T reasu ry  a li ttle  over $200 
million annua lly  and is not, 
therefore, a substan tia l p a r t  of 
our total tax  s truc tu re .” The 
significance of the tax  is fu r th e r  
questioned  because: it costs the 
airlines and  o ther ca rriers  need 
ed reven ue  by  discouraging 
travel; m akes th e  ca rrie rs  u n 
w ill ing  ta x  collectors and  costs 
them  m oney in  th e  accounting 
and repo rt ing  end; tends  to  drive 
business to  p r iva te  t r a n sp o r ta 
tion, thus  help ing  to u nderm in e  
the economic h ea lth  of an  in 
du s try  essential to th e  n a t ion ’s

by  o ther organizations and  
represen ta tiv es  of the  g overn 
m ent. The Civil A eronautics  
Board  is also on record  as o p 
posing the  travel tax. A nd  w ith  
such m en as Sen. S m athers  
(sponsor of the ta x  repeal 
am endm en t p resen ted  to  th e  85th 
Congress) stating, “I w ill  con
tinue  m y  effo r t  to  rep ea l this 
tax  and  I feel confident th a t  
this can be accomplished.” , hope 
again  ru n s  high. P e rh ap s  th e  
86th session of Congress w ill 
f ina lly  repea l this t ra n spo rta tio n  
ta x  . . .  if not, W ebster needs to  
change th e  m ean ing  of “t e m 
p o ra ry ” !

W:

than a m illion azaleas and countless Beauty Queens 

festivities at the Azalea Festival. Here Miss Virginia

S u ccess  Of 

Stockbroker Tour
In  the  last issue of the  P IE D 

MONITOR th e re  was an  artic le  j  

r e p o r t i n g  tha t rep resen ta tiv e  
stock b rokers  had  been  the guests 
of P iedm ont for a day. F rom  
all reports  the  p rogram  w as very  
successful. A n exam ple  of this 
success is to be found  in a spe 
cial security  analysis  of P ied 
m ont p repa red  by  the  research  
dep a rtm e n t of McDaniel, Lewis 
and  Co., an in vestm ent securities 
com pany of Greensboro, N. C. 
The analysis inc luded a s ta te 
m en t of the h is to ry  of P iedm ont, 
the  opera tional facilities, the 
stand ing  of the  com pany in the 
industry , and  a financia l s ta te 
m ent. The following is an e xcerp t 
from  the analysis.

“CONCLUSION:

W ith  the  adv en t of the  new  
F-27 P ace m aker  planes and  the 
g radua l ex tension  of a ir  routes 
into la rge and populous areas 
not now  served, the  fu tu re  for 
P iedm ont appears  the  b righ tes t 
in its 12 years  of a ir  line se rv 
ice. One of the  m ost im portan t 
contributions to th e  fu tu re  suc
cess of P iedm ont is the  b re a k 
even load fac to r for the  F-27 
Pacem akers , w hich  is 55-58% as 
com pared to a 78-80% b reakeven  
load fac to r for the  p resen t DC-3 
planes. M anagem ent is a le r t  to 
its opportunities  and  is constanly 
seeking im provem ent of services, 
m ore efficient opera tions and  ex 
tension of routes  into the  la rger  
cities w hich  a re  the destinations 
of m any  passengers orig inating  
here  in the  Carolinas and  else
w here. Earn ings  in  1959 should 
rise sharp ly  and  continue to im-

B I R T H D A Y S
IN T -E rv in  A a ro n ;  IL M -H u g h  B a ld o ck :  

I L M -J o h n  W. B e r ry h i l l :  I N T -J im  B r a d 
le y ;  IN T -H a rJe y  G.  B r i t t ;  IN T -R o b e r t  
V. B ro o k sh i r e ;  IN T -D aJ las  B ro w n ;  IN T - 
J a c o b  C h a n d le r ;  D C A -W iJllam  C. C la rk ,  
J r . ;  IN T -W il l iam  A. C o m er ;  IL M -W il-  
l iam  B. C o n w a y ;  IN T -W il l iam  W. Cox: 
R O A -R oscoe  C. C ro m er ,  J r .

G S O -C ly d e  T. C ro u c h ;  O R F -J a m e s  D. 
D u ffy ;  IN T -H o p  H ee  D u n n e ;  T R I-  D on  
E d m o n d so n ;  IN T -C h a r le s  R. E l le r ;  LY H - 
J a c k  T. E l lio tt ,  J r . ;  R O A -R a lp h  W. 
E v an s ;  O R F J o h n n ie  R. F lo w ers ,  J r . ;
DC A -M . C. F r a n k l in ;  TYS H aro ld  L. 
Giles; R O A  E u g e n e  R. G ra y ;  T R I-B il ly  
W. H am il to n .

IN T -R o b e r t  G. H a r r ;  EW N -M . L.
H a rr i s ;  O R F -W il l iam  S. H a r t ;  IN T -D o n a ld  

H as t in g s ;  O R F-W il l ie  H e n d r ic k ;  IN T- 
E. H icks ; P H F -R o b e r t  L. H ill ;  IN T - 

Jo se p h  D. H oots;  D C A -R o lan d  L. 
H o w a rd :  CV G -W . J .  Jac o b s :  O R F -A .

Je n k in s .  J r . ;  IL M -B en  P .  K e n n e d y ;  
O R F -T h o m a s  A. K i rk ;  IN T -C o m p to n  K. 
L an e ;  B L F - J o h n n y  A. L a w re n c e .

D C A -Jo se p h in e  L in d sa y ;  C M H -P . D.
L o a r ;  R O A -A lf red  M. L u n d y :  DCA-W . 

M c F a r la n d ;  T Y S -G eo rg e  E. M alcom b;

Georgia admire the flowers at Greenfield Gardens, prove yea r  a f te r  y ea r”.

■ IN T -C h a r le s  O. M iller.  J r . ;  IN T -E Jd o n  
'C . M o n so n ;  O R F -J o h n  L. M o rr is ;  IN T -  
G o rre l l  C. M y ers ;  IL M -R o b e r t  F . M y -  
r ic k :  LY H -A Ionza  L. N o rv e l le ;  P K B -
M e rr i l l  L. O x ley ;  IN T -N a n c y  L ou  P i t t s ;  
I N T - J im m y  L. P le m m o n s ;  CH O -G . N. 
R a w le y ;  D C A -F ra n k  R oscana ;  R IC -  R o 
b e r t  F. R ose ;  I N T -Jo se p h  E. R oy ;  IN T -  
J o se p h  F. R usse ll ;  IN T -R o b e r t  A. S a n d 
b e rg ;  O R F -R a y m o n d  F. S c h u l te :  IN T -
H o u s t in  K . S co t t ;  IL M -R a lp h  V. S h ip to n ;  
IN T -S y lv ia  L ou ise  S h o re  <Tibby) ; H T W - 
F r a n k  J .  S lone : I N T - L u th e r  S. S m a r r ;

G SO -R . E. S m i th ;  IL M -R . P .  S m ith ,  
J r . ;  IN T -P a u I  S. Snell ,  J r . :  S D F -S h ir le y  
S te v e n so n ;  O R F -M a rv in  E. S to k le y :F A Y -  
O pal F. T ay lo r ;  D C A -W allace  R. T ay lo r ;  
IN T -R o b e r t  L. T h o m a so n :  L E X -B e v e r ly  

Todd ;  H K Y -R o y  W. T u c k e r ;  D C A - 
J a m e s  E. V es ta l ;  IN T -R o m ie  M. Voss;

IN T -O th e l  W ag o n e r :  S D F -Jo se p h  L.
W a th e n ;  IN T -G a r la n d  R. W e lb o rn ;  IN T -  
R oy  L. W estb ro o k .  J r . :  IN T - A r th u r  S. 
W il l iam s:  IN T -H e le n  G. W illiam s; CV G - 
E d w a rd s  J .  W isn iesk i :  B L F -J a m e s  A.
W o o d ru f f :  IN T -J a m e s  R. W r ig h t :  IN T -  
K e n n e th  N. W r ig h t ;  C L T -T h o m as  F. 
Y oung ,  J r .

TiEPnO N T' .

A bystander at the Kinston Station gives his artistic view  
of a Piedmont Agent at flight time.


