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For The New Year
Back in the Forties when Franklin D. Roosevelt and his dog Falla 

were having fireside chats with America, a phrase was coined by the 
“ Grand O l' New Dealer" that went this way:

"A l l we have to fear is fear itself." And no matter what one's 
opin ion of F. D. R. and his wartime psychology, the phrase suggests an 
apt theme for a New Year's Message.

When there is fear of failure, failure is inevitable. W here there is 
fear of error, error w ill be made. For fear consumes energies and 
talents, makes people inadequate fo r their work and obscures the 
visions of success.

Upon entering the new year it is most important to recall the events 
o f the past twelve months. For Piedmont, the year 1959 brought some 
significant trends, and not least among them is the manner in which 
disappointments are being used as stepping stones fo r a successful 1960.

The disappointments have revealed mistakes which are under con
sideration and correction. They are being used as foundations on which 
dynamic programs are being constructed. They are not being used to 
foster fear nor to discourage a faith in the future.

Fear is contagious,- it is like a plague to confidence built up over 
the years. No doubt about it; fear—even if tota lly unfounded—is a strong 
force. And once it becomes stronger than faith, there is no hiding it 
from oneself or from others.

Fear and all its by-products—panic, discouragement, apathy and 
bitterness—have no place in a new year nor in a progressive organ i
zation. Perhaps remembering that fear is not necessary fo r loyalty to 
one's company nor fo r concern with the company's problems will p ro 
vide the beginning of a fearless and successful 1960. —The Editor
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By D O N  BRITT

A H a p p y  N ew  Year to you! 
I ’m  one of those people w ho  be
lieves th a t  the  y ea r  1960 can— 
and will—be a good y ea r  for all 
of us as m em bers  of the  P ied 
m o n t family. The f u t u r e  has 
h igh  hopes and  g rea t  promise, 
a n d  w o rk in g  cooperatively  to 
w ard  the rea lly  s ign ifican t goals 
—m ore and b e t te r  service and 
m ore passengers—w e ca n ’t lose.

W hile  in  S o u thern  P ines m a k 
ing a speech to th e  local L ion’s 
Club I had  a chance to ch a t  w ith  
C harlie  D o n  a h  o o, our  lucky 
“com m uting” s t a t i o n  m anager  
w ho is at SOP in  w in te r  and

BLOCK TO BLOCK
W ith STAN BRUNT

By now  probably  all em ploy
ees have noticed a new  i t e m  
added to the  sea t packs onboard  
all P iedm on t a ircraft.  T he  new  
item  is an  a t trac tive  photo  p ro 
cessing pack designed as a cus
to m er  service for passengers  and 
for our employees.

Included  in  the  pack  is a self- 
addressed, s tam ped  envelope in  
w hich  a passenger m ay  deposit 
an  exposed roll of film to be 
m a i l e d  to  th e  V irgin ia Pho to  
Service for processing. T he  ra tes  
for p rocessing the  film are  very  
reasonable, and  w i t h  th e  f in 
ished p h o t o s  re tu rn e d  to  th e  
ow ner  is a free  roll of film, sam e 
size and  type  as th e  passenger 
fo rw arded  to be processed.

In  P iedm on t’s boom ing c h a r 
te r  business, basketba ll  te am s of 
colleges and  un ivers i tie s  a re  r e 
placing football teams. Also a 
professional team  — the  Cincin
na t i  Royals — trave led  f rom  Cin
c innati  to L aG uard ia  w ith  Ken  
B rock and  from  Cincinnati to  
Ph iladelph ia  via Syracuse w ith  
Bob Fuquay.

Ohio S t a t e  U niversity  w en t  
from  Indianapolis  to C h i c a g o  
w ith  Charlie M iller in charge, 
and  Toni A dam s spen t th ree  days 
w ith  W est V irgin ia U nivers ity  
on a tr ip  from  M organtow n to 
Lex ing ton  for the  K en tucky  I n 
v ita tiona l T ou rnam en t.

O ther c h a r te r  t r ip s  for team s 
included D avidson College w ith  
Bob W elfare, W est V irgin ia w ith  
B u tch  B lackburn, Cincinnati R o 
yals w ith  D ick Jones, N. C. S tate 
w ith  Bob H udler, Ohio S t a t e  
w ith  A ndy F oster , Duke U n iver 
sity  w ith  B u tch  Blackburn, U. S. 
N aval A cadem y ( s w i m m i n g

team ) w ith  Tom Adam s, Ohio 
State w ith  D on Kinirey, David
son w ith  Sm itty  Sm ith and W ake 
F o re s t  w ith  George Stack, and 
Ohio State w ith  Charlie Miller.

D ecember ch a r te rs  provided 
some very  nice tr ips, b u t  the 
n icest one of all came D ecember 
28 to J a n u a ry  2 to New Orleans. 
T he  lucky p e r s o n  (we do n ’t 
know  a t  p ress t im e w ho it w ill 
be) spen t New Y ear’s Eve in 
New Orleans.

F lig h t A tte n d an t m e e t i n g s  
w ere  held at all bases d u r ing  De
cem ber to re-evaluate s e r v i c e  
and to p rep a re  for the  biggest 
and bes t service yea r  in 1960. In 
o rder  to m ake 1960 the  best year  
yet, we all have a lot of ha rd  
w o rk  to do.

1 came across a little quota tion  
in a m agazine the  o the r  day 
w hich  I th in k  is very  tim ely  in  
th is  connection: “W h en  you  are 
try in g  to get som eth ing  done, 
don’t  w o r r y  too m uch  about 
s tepp ing  on someone else’s toes. 
Nobody gets h is  toes stepped  on 
unless he is s tan d in g  still o r  s i t 
ting  dow n on the job.”

Our sincere sy m p a th y  to  Don  
B yrd (CLT) in  the  u n t i m e l y  
dea th  of his b ro th e r  and to Gene  
F lo w ers  (ILM ) in the  dea th  of 
his g randm other .

On v a c a t i o n  w ere  Leonard  
Sm ith  (CLT), H e r m a n  Barco  
(ORF), D a v i s  M ellott (ORF), 
Jim C o n n o r  (DCA) and Bob  
H udler (IN T). A H appy  New 
Year to all.

MYR in sum m er. I w as tem pted  
to apply for a job.

W en t to B risto l the  nex t w eek  
to  ta lk  to the  R o tary  Club there, 
w here  I had an  in troduc tion  “a 
la Don E dm o n d so n ” and  en joyed 
th e  meal and  meeting. A fte r 
wards, Don and  I scooted over to 
Jo h n so n  City to m eet the  new  
Cham ber of Com merce m anager, 
a nice fellow nam ed Jo h n so n — 
app rop ria te ly  enough!

Sheri F o lger  played host to  me 
d u r in g  a recen t visit to  W a sh 
ington. W e lunched  w ith  ATA 
folks, w en t  by  the F A A  w here  
we got a look a t p lans for the  
m agnif icen t new  Dulles (DIA) 
A irport, and  v i s i t e d  th ree  of 
W a sh in g to n ’s new spapers.

W e took a m uch-appreciated  
to u r  th ro u g h  the  g lam orous new  
build ing of th e  W ash ing ton  E v e 
n ing  Star. T he  full day  w as cli
m axed  by  a t tendance  a t  a recep- 
t i o n com m em ora ting  A R inc’s 
30th ann iversary .

H ave  m ade tw o ja u n ts  dow n 
E a s t  recen tly  w ith  H aro ld  W a rn 
er. One w as a quickie ^o Raleigh 
on 304 and  back  th a t  night; th e  
o the r  w as dow n on the  coast for 
a m ore  extended  stay.

At Raleigh w e m ade pop-calls 
on A irport A u th o r ity  p e o p l e ,  
plus the  good folks a t  th e  Ral
eigh C h a m b e r  of Commerce.

T he o t h e r  trip B a s t  t o o k  
H aro ld  and  m e to W ilm ington, 
Camp L eJeune  and New Bern. 
A t W ilm ington  I saw  Bob L ips 
comb, Pete  Jones and  o th e rs  at 
the  s ta tion  and  th e n  w e n t  into 
tow n w ith  H aro ld  to v is i t  Cham 
ber  of Com merce M anager P e te  
Camack, Rye Page, M ayor Capps 
and  o ther  civic and  industr ia l  
leaders in  the  “p o r t  city .”

Capitol
Comments

k

A PIEDM O NT SCHEDULE . . . ihe mark of a well dressed man.

By

SHERL

FOLGER

A irlif ting  mail o the r  than  a i r 
mail and air  parcel post has  been 
in th e  Capitol H ill spo tl igh t for 
some tim e now. P ostm aste r  G en
era l A r t h u r  Sum m erfield  ex 
p la ined to Congress in a le tte r  
last Ju ly  16 th a t  “if the  D epa rt 
m en t is to m ain ta in  a dependable 
inter-city m ail service for firs t 
class and o ther  p re fe ren t ia l  mail, 
the  only solu tion  lies in  appro 
p r ia te  use of air  tran sp o r ta t io n .” 

F o r  abou t six yea rs  first-class 
mail has been dispa tched  via a ir 
lines on an  exper im en ta l basis 
in th ree  a r e a s :  Betw een  New 
York, W ash ing ton  and  Chicago; 
betw een  F lo rida  po ints  and  New 
York, Chicago and W ashington; 
and b e t w e e n  San Diego and 
Seattle on th e  W est Coast.

1959 L egisla tion  

D uring  the  last session of Con
gress, legislation made possible 
sending  any  class m ail by  a ir  a 
regu la r  procedure, no t ju s t  an 
experim ent. H owever, the  P ost
m as te r  General, w ho received the 
a u th o r i ty  for p u t t in g  the  legis
la tion  to w ork, has  no t y e t  dele
gated the  au th o r i ty  to local post
m aste rs  on a general basis.

T he t r u n k  a irlines w ere  origi- 
n a 11 y scheduled  to  help w ith  
first-class m ail d u r in g  the  m onth  
of December, but, as it  happened, 
the  t ru n k s  ca rried  only w h a t  the  
ra ilroads and  t ru c k s  could not 
accom m odate and only for th e  
period D ecember 20-24. P iedm ont 
has been ca r ry in g  east-west f irs t 
class m ail on a regu la r  schedule 
since 1953, , due to te rra in  and 
lack of rail service.

No ‘B arga in ing  P o w er ’ 

R ates for sending  m ail o the r  
th a n  a irm ail by a ir  have been 
se t by the  CAB, a l though  S um 
merfie ld  had  asked for “b arg a in 
ing pow er” w ith  ind ividual a i r 
lines. S tu a r t  Tipton, ATA pres i
dent, said th a t  to fix ra tes  by 
con trac t betw een  the  post office 
dep a r tm e n t  and  the  a i r l i n e s  
w ould be “chaotic.”

He po in ted  ou t th a t  such a 
con trac t policy w as followed d u r 
ing the  T h ir t ie s  and that,  in  a 
few cases, zero bids w ere  re 
ceived and  accepted. “By 1938 
half of all the  p r iva te  capital in 
ves ted  in th e  (airline) in dus try  
had  been lost,” he said, “and 
the re  w ere  serious doubts as to 
the  in d u s t ry ’s ability  to su rv ive .” 

Forty-t w  o nations, including 
Canada w hich has one of th e  best 
mail system s in the  world, send 
all classes of mail by  air. Canada 
has a consis ten t one-day mail 
service, as does prac tically  every 
E u ro p e an  country .

‘N ickel S tam p ’

Canadian citizens use a “nickel 
s ta m p ” th a t  t a k e s  care of all 
classes of mail. W ith  an  expe
dited mail system  w hereby  th e  
local pos tm asters  have au tho ri ty  
to rou te  all mail w ith  the  “nickel 
s ta m p ” the fastest possible way, 
any  mail going over 300 miles 
aw ay  is flown to its destination.

K now ing  th is  about th e  mail 
system s of o the r  countries, U. S. 
citizens a r e  beg inn ing  to a s k  
w hy  a co u n try  like the  U. S. — a 
leader in v ir tu a lly  every  field — 
should  have a mail system  th a t  
is archaic  in com parison. There 
is on record  several instances in 
w hich  mail has been delayed by 
the  use of surface t ra n sp o r ta 
tion instead  of airlines. In  P en n 
sy lvan ia  — from  P it tsb u rg h  to 
P h iladelph ia  — it has  t a k e n  
th re e  days for a f irs t  class le tte r  
to reach  th e  addressee.


