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Station Spotlight

All Its Citizens 
Work Together 
In Goldsboro

Ready  for p a ssen g e rs ,  Hollis C ook  (left) a n d  Don Tow nsend  wait  b e h in d  
th e  t icket coun te r ,  a por t ion  of which P iedm ont  pe rso n n e l  h e lp e d  to 

build .  The p a s se n g e r  lo b b y  can b e  seen  in th e  b a c k g ro u n d .

To th e  casual v is i to r  Golds
boro appears  a small, quiet, Sou
th e rn  city, popula ted  w ith  fr iend 
ly people w ho  like th e ir  tow n 
and en joy  liv ing there.

A ccording to those w ho know, 
Goldsboro is all th a t  b u t  m uch 
m ore too. U n dernea th  the  calm 
facade th e re ’s a cons tan t push  
fo rw ard  to a t t ra c t  m ore  industry , 
m ore  people, and im prove the  
area in  every  respect.

P iedm ont s ta r ted  se rv ing  th e  
c i ty  th ro u g h  Seym our Johnson  
Air F orce  Base last June . One 
of th e  eigh t new  poin ts  a u th o r 
ized for service in th e  P iedm ont 
A rea Case, traffic  from  th e  s ta 
tion has averaged from  300 to  
320 passengers  a m onth . F o r  
A ugust Goldsboro ran k e d  26 out 
of 47 sta tions in ticke t sales.

Militai*y Traffic

A lthough  the  area  residen ts  
m ake  use of th e ir  a ir  service. 
Station  M anager P a rk e r  Haley 
es tim ates  75 per  cen t of the  GSB 
traffic is d raw n  from  th e  ran k s  
of m ilita ry  personnel a t  Seym our 
Johnson . In te rn a t io n a l  t icketing  
is pa r ticu la rly  heavy  due to Air 
Force  dependen ts  leaving to join 
husbands  and  fa th e rs  sta tioned

in  every  portion  of th e  globe.

T he  base com m ercial tra n sp o r 
ta tion  o f f i c e  is a busy place, 
h and l ing  trav e l  a r ran g e m en ts  for 
eve ry th in g  from  air express  to 
m oving  w hole families p lus fu rn 
i tu re  across th e  co u n try  or 
around  th e  world.

T raffic  M anager J im  B ehan  (a 
civil s e r v a n t ,  no t a m ilita ry  
m an) is th e  tran sp o r ta t io n  of
fice’s second-in-command. The of
fice s ta ff  includes 37 to handle 
p ap e r  w ork, w ith  m otorpool and 
m a in tenance  personnel b ring ing  
th e  to ta l to 205 people in th e  de
pa r tm en t.

RDU Passengers

“Before P iedm on t s ta r ted  se rv 
ice,” said Behan, “we sen t all 
ou r  passengers  to the  Raleigh- 
D u rh a m  A irport.  Now we send 
100 p e r  cen t of ou r com m ercial 
a ir  passengers  to th e  Goldsboro 
s ta tion .

“A ctually  i t ’s m uch  sim pler 
to ro u te  th em  from, for instance, 
he re  to W ash ing ton  on P iedm ont 
and  have th e m  m ake connections 
there , th a n  it  is to  constan tly  
a r ran g e  g round  tran sp o r ta t io n  
to and  from  R aleigh-D urham .”

P iedm on t is u s ing  Seym our 
Jo h n so n  facilities u n d e r  tem po 
ra r y  arrangem en ts .  A converted  
house t ra i le r  now  serves as a 
te rm inal,  and  though  small, i t ’s 
a t trac tiv e  and  com fortable in 
side. Credit for the  inside ap 
pearance  is due in la rge  p a r t  to 
th e  efforts of th e  P iedm ont s ta 
tion crew, w ho w ith  sw eat and 
ingenu ity  equipped th e  bare  in 
terior.

Federal Funds

Steps c a n n o t  be ta k en  by 
Goldsboro tow ard  a p e rm a n en t 
air  field and  te rm in a l u n ti l  fed
era l funds — p resen tly  held  up 
due to a Civil A eronau tics  Board  
investiga tion  in to  a proposed r e 
gional a irp o r t  for th e  area  (op
posed by  Goldsboro) — are  r e 
leased.

P i e d m o n t  neverthe less  r e 
ceives v igorous su p p o r t  from  the  
city  and  its businessm en. In  its 
“P ro g ram  of W o rk ,” th e  GSB

C ham ber of C om m erce A ir S erv 
ice C om m ittee lists as its objec
tives  to:

1. P rov ide and  m a i n t a i n  
t e r m i n a l  facilities for 
P iedm ont Airlines.

2. Assist in  in au g u ra tio n  of 
a ir  service.

3. P rom ote  use of com m er
cial a ir  service.

4. W ork  for com pletion of 
m unicipa l airport.

W hen  application for a ir  se rv 
ice w as made, the  C om m ittee 
in toto w as appoin ted  th e  City 
A irpo rt Commission.

It was, and  is, headed by Jo h n  
D. Lewis, described by Cham ber 
M anager Doug G uth rie  as “ like 
a bulldog — once he gets his 
tee th  into som ething, he never 
lets go.”

Lew is has had  a life tim e in 
te re s t in aviation, and  it was

G o ld sb o ro 's  main t h o ro u g h fa re  can 
b e  seen  a b o v e .  The strip in th e  c e n 
t e r  of  th e  s t ree t  u sed  to  b e  th e  b e d  
for  ra i l road  tracks,  b u t  in 1924  a 
g r o u p  of  d e te rm in e d  m erchan ts  was 
re spons ib le  fo r  the ir  removal  (see 
story).  The city has b e e n  t e rm e d  
th e  sh o p p in g  c en te r  fo r  Eastern 
N or th  C aro lina ,  o r  as o n e  wit put  
it, “ th e  g o ld e n  buck le  on  th e  t o 

b acco  b e l t ."

la rge ly  th rough  his efforts  th a t  
the  D ep a rtm en t of D e f e n s e  
g ran te d  perm ission  to  use th e  
S eym our John so n  base ru n w a y  
for com m ercial a ir  service.

''Air Future 
H e w as asked  w h a t  he th o u g h t 

of th e  p re se n t a ir  service s i tu a 
tion  and  w h a t  its  fu tu re  in  Golds
boro m igh t be.

“T he fu tu re  for a ir  service in 
th is  area  is good,” he  replied. 
“T he C ham ber is cam paigning  
w ith  local businesses  to let th e ir  
cus tom ers  know  th a t  a ir  mail, 
freight, express, and  passenger  
service is here. W e th in k  the  
m ore  people know  a b o u t  the 
service, th e  m ore it w ill be used.

“As for th e  presen t,  th e re  is 
excellent cooperation  betw een  
m ilita ry  and civilian a ir  in te res ts  
here. I ta lked  w ith  th e  Base 
C om m ander ju s t  a sh o r t  while 
ago and  he  had n o t h i n g  bu t 
p ra ise  for P ied m o n t’s opera tion .”

Seymour Johnson  
Mr. Lew is also supplied  the  

answ er to an o th er  ques tion  — 
w ho w as S eym our Johnson?

I t  seem s he  w as a local boy, 
th e  son of a  Goldsboro doctor. 
H e jo ined th e  service and  w as 
killed on a te s t  f ligh t in  the  
1930’s. W h e n  th e  a ir  base w as 
bu il t it  w as decided to  honor  his 
m em ory  by n am in g  it a f te r  him. 
T h e re ’s an  u n u su a l tw is t  to the

story, for accord ing  to Lewis, 
i t ’s th e  only  instance  in  w hich 
an  A ir  F orce  base has been 
n am ed  af te r  a N aval pilot.

E v e ry  com m unity , city or tow n 
has its  own “p ersona lity ,” r e 
flec ting  th e  cha rac te r  and  te m 
p e ra m en t of th e  people w ho in 
hab it it. Goldsboro is no excep
tion, and  according to Doug 
G uthrie , E xecu tive  M anager of 
th e  C ham ber of Commerce, peo
ple in  GSB are  inclined to take 
direc t action aga inst a problem  
in  p reference  to  ju s t  t a l k i n g  
abou t it.

N ew  Street

Should  you  need any  confir 
m ation  of th is  opinion, ju s t  ask  
th e  A tlan tic  Coast Railroad. In 
1924 th e ir  tracks  ran  s tra ig h t 
th ro u g h  th e  m iddle of Golds
bo ro ’s m ain  s tree t.  Repeated  
pleas to  m ove th e  tracks  w en t 
unheeded. The ra ilroad  w ou ldn ’t 
budge, th e  tow nspeople w ou ldn’t

sh u t  up.
Finally , one night, th e  com 

m u n i ty  businessm en  decided it 
w as tim e to  ta k e  m a tte rs  into 
th e ir  ow n hands.

T he  n e x t  m orn ing , w h en  the  
tra in  s ta r ted  its r u n  th ro u g h  the 
m iddle of town, behold — a t  one 
end of th e  tow n  w as a pile of 
dug-up track , a t  th e  o th e r  a pile 
of ra ilroad  ties, and  in  th e  m id 
dle, a freshly-graded w ide m ain  
s tree t.

The  s tre e t  is still there , sans 
tracks, and  flow ers or p lan ts  in 
digenous to the  season are  kej^t 
g row ing  in p lan te rs  hang ing  
from  th e  72 light poles lin ing 
th e  thoroughfare .

G o l d s b o r o  citizens have 
w orked  h a rd  to pro jec t an  im age 
of an  outgoing, busy  city. One 
bonus of w hich  th e y ’re  p a r t icu 
la r ly  p roud  is th e  fact th a t  
th e y ’re  th e  largest, if no t the  
only, city  in th e  s o u t h e a s t  
U nited  States w ith o u t  p a rk in g  
m eters.

Rapid Growth
G row th  has been  rapid, going 

from  a sm all tow n  of 17,274 in  
1940 to a city  of over 30,000 in 
1962. T he  popu la tion  of s u r ro u n d 
ing W ayne  C ounty  is 82,059. T he 
city  offers th e  finest shopping  
facilities east of Raleigh, w ith  
reta il sales last y ea r  to ta ling  
over $50 million, 12th h ighes t in  
th e  state.

S tatistics tell p a r t  of the  story, 
b u t  perhaps  th e  bes t sum m ation  
of th e  a t t i tu d e  of Goldsboro and 
its  people can be m ade th ro u g h  
its official slogan — “T he F r ie n d 
ly City of P rogress .”

Dan Berry, Bill Evans, a n d  Tom E ther idge  (left  to  right) re lax  in the  
small b u t  c o m p le te  O p e ra t io n s  section of  t h e  GSB station.  The large  
w in d o w  in t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  a t  left  looks o u t  on  th e  ru n w ay  Piedmont 

sha re s  with military a irc raf t  o f  all types .
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District Sa les  R epresen ta t ive  N o rm an  C o in e r  (left) a n d  Sta tion  M a n a g e r  
Parker  H aley  by  th e  car  renta l coun te rs  a t  th e  GSB station.  Haley  
te rm e d  re la t ions b e tw e e n  th e  military. P iedmont,  a n d  th e  City  of G o ld s 

bo ro  as "e x ce l le n t ."


